ARKANSAS BLACK HISTORY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
 NOVEMBER 16, 2006

The Arkansas Black History Advisory Committee met Thursday, November 16, 2006, at 12:00 noon at the Alpha House, 1500 Ringo, Little Rock, with Chairman Curtis Sykes presiding. Committee members present were Mr. Curtis Sykes of North Little Rock, Mrs. Carla Coleman of Little Rock, Rev. Barry Dobson of El Dorado, Mr. Mylas Jeffers of Blytheville, Mrs. Versia Miles of Texarkana, and Mrs. Shirley Byers of Little Rock. Dr. John Graves of Arkadelphia was absent. The chairman welcomed everyone in attendance and visitors introduced themselves. 

Wendy Richter, History Commission Director, read the minutes of the August 31, 2006 meeting. The minutes were approved as corrected (Byers did not second the motion pertaining the Dark Hollow Community grant application, and the meeting was scheduled for noon, not 2:00). 
Several reports were given. Ms. Lavona Wilson of the Arkansas Humanities Council presented a report from that organization (attached to original minutes). Wilson mentioned that the Humanities Council continues to get numerous requests for grants pertaining to African American history. She stated that the Council would likely send a letter to the Committee requesting more funds with which to fund such projects. Wilson also talked briefly about her plans for another major workshop in May (like 2006), with other, smaller ones to supplement it. 

Ms. Linda McDowell, Coordinator of the African American History Program at the Arkansas History Commission, reported on her activities since the last Committee meeting (attached to original minutes). She thanked the Committee for funding her AAGHS-sponsored trip to Salt Lake City in October, allowing her to present a session highlighting Arkansas’s efforts in preserving African American history.  

Chairman Sykes reported on a meeting with the Black Caucus regarding the collection of the same kinds of materials related to Arkansas’s African American past by the History Commission and the Department of Arkansas Heritage’s Mosaic Templars Cultural Center. Heather Register of Mosaic Templars Cultural Center discussed their emphasis on education and the interpretation of three-dimensional objects. According to Register, their department cannot give adequate attention to large document collections. She described the kinds of exhibits planned for the new museum, and mentioned that it will contain a “genealogy center” to provide a place for people to use materials related to specific research topics, but not to do general genealogical research.

The Chairman mentioned the Black History Advisory Committee’s role in awarding grants and showed an example of what can be done with funds supplied through those grants (report added to collection). Chairman Sykes also mentioned the Financial Disclosure forms distributed to the committee members and emphasized the requirement to submit the notarized forms to the Secretary of State by January 31. 

The Chairman asked for a report from the committee appointed to develop guidelines for grant proposals (Byers, Graves, McDowell). McDowell distributed a sheet containing proposed guidelines for grant applicants (attached to original minutes) and discussed its provisions. After some discussion, Dobson made a motion to implement the guidelines as proposed, and Jeffers seconded. Coleman mentioned that she had not been able to read them thoroughly yet, but the motion passed unanimously. 
Chairman Sykes then asked for reports from committee members. Byers discussed her history-related activities since the last meeting, Dobson told of his recent efforts concerning funeral home records, and Jeffers reported on the value of utilizing media to promote African American history, including his upcoming interview on a local radio station.

Following this discussion, the Committee turned to grants. First, the North Little Rock History Commission requested $3000.00 to bring descendants of black jockey and 1892 Kentucky Derby winner Alonzo “Lonnie” Clayton to North Little Rock to meet with the NLRHC for the purpose of researching and compiling Clayton’s life story for preservation. Coleman made a motion to approve the application, Dobson seconded. The motion passed. Funds are to come from the special grant fund, KBL68BX/8BX.

The Interested Citizens for Voter Registration (ICVR) of Pine Bluff requested funding in the amount of $3,200.00 for a project to promote the legacy of Wiley Branton and Coretta Scott King. The project would provide brochures and other materials to schools, media, and other venues. Dobson made a motion to approve the application, Coleman seconded. The motion passed. Funds are to come from the special grant fund, KBL68BX/8BX. 
Hickman New Dora Cemetery Association requested funding in the amount of $2,000.00 for a  cemetery preservation project. Shawanna Lumsey distributed a new packet/folder containing photographs. The Committee was not clear on who would be the project’s fiscal agent: Hickman New Dora Cemetery Association, New Zion Grove Baptist Church, or Central Arkansas Development Council (CADC). After much discussion, Dobson made a motion to approve the grant application which was seconded by Miles, with the stipulation that Ms. Lumsey contact Linda McDowell concerning which organization would receive the grant money, thereby serving as fiscal agent. Lumsey will also provide names of officers of that organization, in accordance with current guidelines. The motion passed, with those conditions. Funds are to come from the special grant fund, KBL68BX/8BX.
Jeffers made a motion to approve funds for the day’s lunch, and Miles seconded. The motion passed. Funds are to come from the HGA0200/226B appropriation.
The Committee’s next meeting was scheduled for Thursday, February 15, at 12:00 noon, at the Alpha House, Little Rock. The meeting was adjourned.
