BLACK HISTORY COMMISSION of ARKANSAS
MINUTES

NOVEMBER 20, 2008

The Black History Commission of Arkansas met Thursday, November 20, 2008 at 12:30 p.m. in the Arkansas History Commission’s second floor conference room, One Capitol Mall, Little Rock, with Chairman Carla Coleman presiding. Other Commissioners present were Dr. John Graves of Arkadelphia, Mrs. Shirley Byers of Little Rock, Mr. Curtis Craft of Hot Springs, and Mr. Marion Butler of Sherwood. Commissioners Mr. Mylas Jeffers of Blytheville and Rev. Barry Dobson were absent. Guests (list attached to original minutes) and History Commission staff members Wendy Richter and Linda McDowell were also present.
After the Chairman welcomed all and asked everyone present to introduce themselves, she called the meeting to order. Then, the minutes of the September 11, 2008, meeting were approved as distributed following a motion by Butler, seconded by Craft.
The Commission then turned to grants. The Arkansas Black History Quiz Bowl Association requested $2,500.00 to provide for an increase in number of teams participating in the Quiz Bowl as well as greater  prize incentives. Following a motion by Graves, seconded by Butler, members approved the request. Funds are to come from General Improvement Fund KBM946H/946H.

The Buffaloes’ Foundation requested $5,000.00 for their project, “Arkadelphia Black Public Schools from 1928-1970,” which will document the history of Arkadelphia public schools. Following a motion by Butler, seconded by Graves, members approved the request. Funds are to come from General Improvement Fund KBM946H/946H.
Parkin Archeological State Park requested $3,000.00 in support of “Black History Month School Days” at the park in 2009. Butler made a motion to defer consideration of the proposal until a representative of the park comes to describe the project. The motion was seconded by Craft and a vote approved the motion.

The Washington Heritage House requested $2,500.00 for “The Four R’s,” a fall and spring educational reading program. A motion by Craft to approve the request seconded by Graves stipulated that books and any other outcome components from the project are to be archived at the History Commission. The Commission approved the motion, with funding to come from General Improvement Fund KBM946H/946H.

Woodlawn Cemetery, Inc. requested $3,000.00 to document the African American history of Woodlawn Cemetery and community in Saline County through oral histories and archival research. Following a motion by Butler seconded by Graves, the proposal was approved with the understanding that the History Commission will receive materials documenting the findings of the project. A progress report will be submitted in six months. Funding will come from General Improvement Fund KBM946H/946H.

Following a short break, the Commission then heard reports.

Maggie Herrick of the Arkansas Department of Education presented a report (written report attached to original minutes). Discussion followed about a requirement of teaching African American history in the schools. The Commission asked Herrick to provide a list of schools currently offering courses in the subject. Butler emphasized the need to take action on this issue. Coleman is to contact Senator Tracy Steele and possibly other legislators to ask how to best proceed toward getting a requirement in place. 

Linda McDowell, Coordinator of the African American History Program at the Arkansas History Commission, presented her report, highlighting her activities since the last meeting (written report attached to original minutes).

The Chairman mentioned the need for commissioners to notify staff if they cannot attend the Commission meeting as scheduled. 

Some discussion of grant project reports followed. McDowell distributed a draft of grant guidelines, and Richter explained the new “Certification of Use of Funds” form which should be submitted by each grantee upon completion of their project (draft and form attached to original minutes). Graves made a motion, seconded by Craft, that the following criteria be added to the guidelines: applicants who have not received grant funding within the previous two years will be given priority. The motion passed.

Richter mentioned the desire of the Arkansas Civil War Sesquicentennial Commission for the Black History Commission to be represented at the ACWSC’s meetings. Coleman plans to attend the next meeting, January 28, 2009.

A letter from the North Little Rock History Commission was read concerning the induction of jockey Alonzo Clayton into the Arkansas Sports Hall of Fame. The NLRHC asked for the Commission’s support of Clayton’s nomination. Approval of a motion by Butler seconded by Craft authorized the Chairman to send a letter recommending Clayton’s induction.

The next meeting was scheduled for Thursday, February 19, 2009, at the History Commission.
The meeting was adjourned.

Wendy Richter

State Historian
