BLACK HISTORY COMMISSION of ARKANSAS
MINUTES

MAY 22, 2008

The Black History Commission of Arkansas met Thursday, May 22, 2008 at 12:30 p.m. in the Arkansas History Commission’s second floor conference room, One Capitol Mall, Little Rock, with Vice-Chairman Rev. Barry Dobson of El Dorado presiding. Other Commissioners present were Dr. John Graves of Arkadelphia, Mrs. Shirley Byers of Little Rock, Mr. Curtis Craft of Hot Springs, and Mr. Marion Butler of Sherwood. Commissioners Mrs. Carla Coleman of Little Rock and Mr. Mylas Jeffers of Blytheville were absent. Guests (list attached to original minutes) and History Commission staff members Wendy Richter and Linda McDowell were also present.
After the Vice-Chairman called the meeting to order and welcomed all, everyone in attendance introduced themselves. Then, the minutes of the February 21, 2008, meeting were approved as distributed following a motion by Butler, seconded by Craft.
Linda McDowell, Coordinator of the African American History Program at the Arkansas History Commission, presented her report (attached to original minutes), highlighting some of her activities since the previous meeting. She mentioned that fifty-three had registered for the forthcoming June 14 workshop (program attached to original minutes).

Lavona Wilson of the Arkansas Humanities Council introduced new staff member, LaShaundra Williams. Wilson stated the Council’s desire to continue to work collaboratively with the BCHA to maximize resources for the preservation of Arkansas African American history.
Maggie Herrick of the Department of Education presented a written report (attached to original minutes), which was followed by discussion about the status of African American history in the public schools. She mentioned that as of this time, there is no official reporting by individual schools to the Department of Education regarding the actual time spent on the subject. Wilson added that education mini-grants are available from the Humanities Council as a resource for teachers in this subject area.
The Commission then turned to grants. Byers mentioned the need to establish more specific guidelines and requirements for grants, particularly in regard to deadlines for completion of projects. This was followed by discussion about the issues.

The Letter A Club (of Arkansas A.M. & N. College/UAPB) requested $1,225.00 for costs associated with cataloging historical events related to the organization from 1948 to the present. The application was tabled in order to get more information from the applicant. This was followed by further discussion of the application process. Wilson offered to send McDowell a form used by the Humanities Council in their grant process for consideration for use by the Commission.

The Washington Heritage House requested $1,800.00 for a summer enrichment program. Following a motion by Graves, seconded by Butler, the Commission approved the proposal, with funding to come from General Revenue HGA0200/226B.

McDowell requested an additional $427.00 for expenses (lunches for attendees) related to the Commission’s third annual black history workshop to be held June 14. This is in addition to the $750.00 approved at the previous meeting. Following discussion and a motion by Craft, seconded by Graves, members approved the request. Funds from General Revenue HGA0200/226B will be used to pay for the conference expenses.
The text of the marker for the Old Mound Cemetery was considered again. Graves and a committee (Coleman, Richter, McDowell) will work with project director Chris Eatmon on the text and email the completed text to all Commission members by June 16.  A motion to distribute the text via email for Commission approval was made by Craft, seconded by Butler. If the Commission approves the text at that time, the grant will be funded as approved at the May 2007 meeting (from HGA0200/226B). The motion carried.

Further discussion about the Letter A Club proposal resulted in the Commission asking Chairman Coleman to contact the project director for further information. The applicant needs to provide adequate information as specified by the Commission’s printed grant guidelines by June 6. If submitted, the additional information will be distributed to all Commissioners for consideration, so all paperwork can be completed before the end of the fiscal year (June 30) if funding for the project is approved. If approved, funds from General Revenue HGA0200/226B will be used.
Richter mentioned that the end of the fiscal year is June 30, and that every effort should be made to deplete funds in General Revenue HGA0200/226B. If not spent, the money will not be available to the Commission after June 30. After discussion and a motion by Craft, seconded by Butler, a $100 honorarium for all June 14 workshop speakers was approved. This represents a $50 increase per speaker over the previously-approved amount. Funds from General Revenue HGA0200/226B will be used for this purpose.


The Commission approved a motion by Craft, seconded by Graves, to use the balance of funds remaining in General Revenue HGA0200/226B after all other expenses have been paid, for the purchase of Arkansas African American history related books, microfilm, or other research materials, to be added to the holdings of the Arkansas History Commission.

Butler requested that an agenda booklet be prepared for the next meeting to make the information distributed prior to the meeting more organized. McDowell and Richter will prepare the booklet.

The next meeting was scheduled for September 11 at the University of Arkansas Pine Bluff, to be hosted by former Commissioner Dr. Henri Linton. McDowell will inform everyone of the particulars once plans are finalized. 
The meeting was adjourned.

Wendy Richter

State Historian
