BLACK HISTORY COMMISSION of ARKANSAS

MINUTES

May 5, 2011
The Black History Commission of Arkansas met at noon, Thursday, May 5, 2011, in the Conference Room of the Arkansas History Commission, One Capitol Mall, Little Rock, with Chairman Carla Coleman presiding. Other Commissioners present were Mr. Marion Butler of Sherwood, Mrs. Shirley Byers of Little Rock, and Mr. James Lawson of Little Rock. Vice-Chairman Rev. Barry Dobson of El Dorado, Dr. John Graves of Arkadelphia, and Mr. Mylas Jeffers of Blytheville were absent. Guests (sign-in sheet attached to original minutes) and History Commission Director Dr. Wendy Richter were also present. 
Chairman Coleman called the meeting to order, and welcomed all in attendance.  The minutes of the previous (February 2011) meeting were approved as distributed following a motion by Butler, seconded by Lawson.

The Commission then turned to grants, all of which are a part of the Curtis H. Sykes Memorial Grant Program, funded by General Improvement Fund GIF/KBN967E/67E. 
Jan Hearn Davenport and Jajuan Johnson requested $3,000.00 for the “Asa Richmond-Charlotte Stephens Marker Project” to mark the graves of Asa Richmond and Charlotte Stephens in Little Rock. Following a motion by Butler, seconded by Byers, the application was approved. 
Dr. Peter Perschbacher of Pine Bluff requested $2,830.00 for the “Freedom House Historical Marker and Dedication,” a project to place a historical marker at the site where the Freedom House once stood in Pine Bluff. Following a motion by Lawson, seconded by Butler, the Commission approved the proposal with the requirement that Graves approve the text before fabrication of the marker.
The National Alumni Association of Arkansas Baptist College requested funds for its “Photos and Archives Preservation Project,” to provide for collecting, preserving, and displaying historical materials related to the school. The budget total as submitted varied from the amount of funding requested, and the application named the same person as both project director and fiscal agent. Following a motion by Byers, seconded by Lawson, funding was approved in the amount of $2,500.00, contingent on re-filing documents correcting the project director/fiscal agent and the total amount requested.
The Pilgrim Cemetery Preservation Project requested $3,500.00 for its project to construct an arch at the cemetery’s entrance, clean headstones, and place footstones at a number of graves. There was some discussion of some portions of the project being a “bricks and mortar” project. Following a motion by Lawson, seconded by Butler, the Commission voted to approve funds in the amount of $1,159.76 for the purpose of placing historical footstones to document unmarked graves.

The Lillie W. Mouton Public Foundation requested $3,500.00 for a project entitled, “History of Black Baptists in Arkansas: 1840-1860,” which would fund research about the topic. Following a motion by Lawson, seconded by Butler, the Commission approved $2,860.00 for the project. 

With a few hundred dollars of General Revenue (HGA0200/226B) to be spent before the end of the fiscal year, Lawson made a motion, seconded by Butler, that the Chair and Richter make decisions on expenditure of any funds remaining (after expenses of the seminar are paid) on BHCA activities. The motion passed.

Under the heading of reports, the chair gave a report on the Anderson Rush project approved at the November meeting, and Taneisa Moore of the Department of Education presented a written report (attached to original minutes). There was also a general discussion about plans for the June seminar.
The date of the next meeting was tentatively set for noon, August 4, at the AHC. The meeting adjourned.
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