BLACK HISTORY COMMISSION of ARKANSAS
MINUTES

June 25, 2009
The Black History Commission of Arkansas met Thursday, June 25, 2009, at 12:00 noon in the Arkansas History Commission’s second floor conference room, One Capitol Mall, Little Rock, with Chairman Carla Coleman presiding. Other Commissioners present were Dr. John Graves of Arkadelphia, Mr. Marion Butler of Sherwood, and Mr. James Lawson of Little Rock. Commissioners Rev. Barry Dobson, Mrs. Shirley Byers, and Mr. Mylas Jeffers were absent. History Commission staff members Wendy Richter and Linda McDowell were also present.
The Chairman called the meeting to order, welcomed all, and recognized a quorum. 
The Chairman asked McDowell to report on the status of the June workshop’s DVD production, which was still undergoing completion. McDowell stated she had received an invoice, that the DVD needed some revisions, and that the invoice had been submitted for payment. Discussion of giving away copies of the DVD to conference attendees followed, and McDowell was asked to get a price on reproducing copies. It was mentioned that signatures of the presenters would be needed prior to distribution. McDowell was asked to let the Commission know which signatures are still needed, and Commissioners would contact presenters they know personally to request the appropriate signatures.

Discussion pertaining to the grant “rules” then began. The application packet as proposed by the “guidelines” committee was projected onto the conference room Smart Board to allow group viewing.  Changes, additions, and deletions were made electronically and saved (printed version attached to original minutes) as amendments were made.

There was some discussion of the BHCA’s FY2010 appropriations (General Improvement Funds). The Chairman and Commissioner Butler expressed appreciation to the AHC for welcoming them to the AHC’s June meeting in Arkadelphia. 

A vote following a motion by Graves seconded by Butler approved authorization for the staff to proceed with the administrative rules process using the grant program guidelines as amended during this meeting, and to make editorial adjustments to conform with procedures if necessary. General Revenue HGA0200/226B funds are to be used to pay for the required advertising.  
McDowell announced that Maggie Herrick of the Department of Education will no longer be attending BHCA meetings, but that another staff member will do so. In relation to education, Richter mentioned the new legislation establishing the Arkansas History Task Force. The Task Force will review the status of the teaching of Arkansas history in public schools. Richter will appoint two members to that committee.
The staff was asked to reserve the Mosaic Templars Cultural Center’s “educational” room for the September 17 meeting to ensure enough space for visitors at the public hearing on the new rules. This meeting had previously been planned for El Dorado.
The meeting was adjourned.
Wendy Richter

State Historian
