BLACK HISTORY COMMISSION of ARKANSAS

MINUTES

August 5, 2010
The Black History Commission of Arkansas met Thursday, August 5, 2010, at noon in the Conference Room of the EOC building in Blytheville, with Chairman Carla Coleman presiding. Other Commissioners present were Vice-Chairman Rev. Barry Dobson of El Dorado, Mr. Mylas Jeffers of Blytheville, Dr. John Graves of Arkadelphia, and Mr. Marion Butler of Sherwood.  Mrs. Shirley Byers of Little Rock and Mr. James Lawson of Little Rock were absent. Guests (list attached to original minutes) and History Commission Director Dr. Wendy Richter and African American History Coordinator Ms. Linda McDowell were also present. 
Chairman Coleman called the meeting to order, and welcomed all in attendance, as did the director of the EOC. The minutes of the May 20, 2010, and June 11, 2010, meetings were approved as distributed following a motion by Butler, seconded by Jeffers.

The Commission then turned to grants, all of which are a part of the Curtis H. Sykes Memorial Grant Program, funded by General Improvement Funds, GIF/KBN967E/67E. One application had been received since the last meeting.
The University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff Museum and Cultural Center requested $1,975.00  for costs associated with placement of a historical marker honoring Joseph C. Corbin, founder and principal of Branch Normal College (now UAPB), to be installed on the campus in front of Caldwell Drive, facing North University Drive. Following a motion by Jeffers, seconded by Butler, the application was approved. 
McDowell presented her report (written report attached to original minutes). She thanked the Commission for sending her and the Chairman to Washington, DC, earlier in the summer. McDowell also reviewed the status of various grant projects (written report attached to original minutes). She is to contact Mr. Raymond Smith concerning the status of his project, and after some discussion, following a motion by Butler seconded by Dobson, the Commission voted to accept the Silas Hunt project report as complete in light of the project director’s illness.

 Graves mentioned that the Mosaic Templars Cultural Center’s Civil Rights project has gotten underway, and that the Center is currently advertising for a new director.  

Coleman thanked the Commission for the opportunity to attend the Washington, DC, event this summer and passed around photographs from there.

Richter mentioned the availability of a transcription of Freedmen’s Bureau records created last summer by an intern at the Southwest Arkansas Regional Archives. The data was developed out of the internship sponsored by the Southwest Arkansas Regional Archives Foundation, Historic Washington State Park, and the Arkansas History Commission.  Richter proposed adding the information to the webpage as a searchable document. McDowell stated that these resources are currently difficult to search. Cost was estimated to be under $1000.00. Butler made a motion, seconded by Dobson, to pay for adding this material to the Black History webpage at a cost not to exceed $1,000. The motion passed, with funds to come from GIF/KBN967F/67F.
McDowell asked about producing a “give-away” item or items for Black History Month. Among her suggestions were a ruler, bookmark, or postcard(s). After some discussion, McDowell is to explore costs of producing a ruler featuring black legislators. During the discussion, it was mentioned that the BHCA does not have a logo, so Dobson will look into the development of one for future consideration. 
The next meeting was tentatively planned for Friday, November 5, at UAPB, to coincide with the unveiling of the Corbin marker. Details will be made available when meeting room availability is confirmed by the university. 
The Commission thanked Jeffers for hosting the meeting in Blytheville, then adjourned for a visit to “That Bookstore” in downtown Blytheville.
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