BLACK HISTORY COMMISSION of ARKANSAS
MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 17, 2009
The Black History Commission of Arkansas met Thursday, September 17, 2009, 12:00 noon, at the Mosaic Templars Cultural Center, Ninth and Broadway, Little Rock, with Chairman Carla Coleman presiding. Other Commissioners present were Dr. John Graves of Arkadelphia, Mrs. Shirley Byers of Little Rock, Mr. Marion Butler of Sherwood, Rev. Barry Dobson of El Dorado, and Mr. James Lawson of Little Rock. Commissioner Mylas Jeffers of Blytheville was absent. Guests (list attached to original minutes) and History Commission Director Wendy Richter and African American History Program Coordinator Linda McDowell were present, as well as Don Barnes of the Attorney General’s office and Taniesa Moore of the Department of Education.
The Chairman called the meeting to order and welcomed all. Then, the minutes of the May 21, 2009, meeting were approved as distributed with one correction (add “for costs involved in collecting oral histories” to the stipend portion of the Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority grant paragraph) following a motion by Butler, seconded by Dobson. The minutes of the June 25, 2009, meeting were approved as distributed following a motion by Butler seconded by Lawson.
Linda McDowell presented her report (printed copy attached to original minutes) and thanked the BHCA commissioners for their assistance at the June workshop. She also gave special thanks to Commissioners Coleman and Butler for their efforts in getting signatures from workshop speakers which will enable the BHCA to release dvds of the presentations to workshop attendees. McDowell also noted the three-ring binders prepared for the meeting, which had been requested by the chairman.
McDowell then introduced Taniesa Moore who distributed a written report (attached to original minutes). She suggested meeting later to discuss activities and what the BHCA would like to see in her future reports. 

Lasaundra Williams of the Arkansas Humanities Council mentioned a series of cemetery workshops to be held in Arkansas State Parks. The workshops are open to the public, not just to grantees. Williams will send additional information to McDowell for distribution to the Commission.

The Chairman then opened discussion concerning the BHCA’s proposed rules regarding the Curtis Sykes Memorial Grant Program. Barnes gave an overview of the administrative rules procedures. Commissioner Graves asked whether there is a deadline for submission of written comments. Barnes responded that today, September 17, was the deadline, as published in the newspaper ad. Commissioner Butler stated that he felt the Commission needed more time to review and consider the comments. There was some discussion about the Commission’s and public’s attendance at the Rules Committee hearing. Barnes mentioned that anyone can attend. Commissioner Graves asked if the Commission could provisionally approve grants in advance of completing the rules process. Barnes responded that the Commission could not. 
The Chairman asked for comments about the rules from the floor. Mrs. Mable Bynum and Ms. Lavona Wilson offered several suggestions which were discussed by the Commission. They provided their comments on paper, which will be distributed to Commission members.

It was then decided to hold a special meeting to consider all of the comments that had been received. The meeting will be 11:00, Saturday, September 26, at the AHC conference room. Richter and McDowell will distribute copies of the comments and a “review” copy which will include the comments received from Richard Davies and John Gill as well as Wilson and Bynum (copies of all comments attached to original minutes). Graves asked that copies of the BHCA 2009 legislation be provided for the next meeting as well.
Under new business, McDowell reported on the pricing of duplicating the workshop dvd for distribution to attendees. The price sheet was provided in the packet (original attached to minutes). No action was taken, pending McDowell getting more detailed information on the pricing.

The Chairman suggested sending McDowell to a genealogy conference in Fort Wayne, Indiana, in October.  Upon motion by Graves seconded by Butler, the Commission voted to approve $1000 for that purpose, from General Improvement funds  (KBN967F/67F). 
The Chairman thanked Barnes for attending the meeting and congratulated him on his upcoming retirement.

The meeting was adjourned.
Wendy Richter

State Historian
