BLACK HISTORY COMMISSION of ARKANSAS
MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 26, 2009
The Black History Commission of Arkansas met Saturday, September 26, 2009, 11:00 a.m., in the Arkansas History Commission’s second floor conference room, One Capitol Mall, Little Rock, with Chairman Carla Coleman presiding. Other Commissioners present were Vice-Chairman Rev. Barry Dobson of El Dorado, Dr. John Graves of Arkadelphia, Mrs. Shirley Byers of Little Rock, and Mr. Marion Butler of Sherwood. Mr. Mylas Jeffers of Blytheville and Mr. James Lawson of Little Rock were absent. History Commission Director Wendy Richter and African American History Program Coordinator Linda McDowell were also present.
After the Chairman called the special meeting to order and welcomed all, Rev. Dobson opened the meeting with prayer. 

The special meeting was called for the purpose of considering proposed rules for the Curtis H. Sykes Memorial Grant Program. Discussion was opened for that purpose, and the proposed rule was displayed on the SmartBoard screen. Richter made the editorial adjustments electronically to the text as public comments were discussed. 

During the discussion, Byers asked that the record show that she believes there should be some quantitative means of grant evaluation to support the Commission’s award decisions. Graves asked that the record also show that the Commission had decided against implementation of a quantitative tool at a previous meeting.

After an additional reading of the proposed rules as edited, Dobson made a motion seconded by Butler to accept the rules as edited. The motion passed. The rules were printed and print copies distributed to all in attendance (copy attached to original minutes).
The next regular quarterly meeting will be in El Dorado, November 19, with the time and place to be announced by Dobson.

The meeting was adjourned.
Wendy Richter

State Historian

