BLACK HISTORY COMMISSION of ARKANSAS
MINUTES

SEPTEMBER  6,  2007
The Black History Commission of Arkansas met Thursday, September 6, 2007, at 12:30 p.m. in the Arkansas History Commission second floor conference room, One Capitol Mall, Little Rock, with Vice-Chairman Carla Coleman presiding. Committee members present were Mrs. Carla Coleman of Little Rock, Rev. Barry Dobson of El Dorado, Mrs. Shirley Byers of Little Rock, and Dr. John Graves of Arkadelphia. Mr. Curtis Sykes, Mrs. Versia Miles, and Mr. Mylas Jeffers were absent. Nine guests also attended: James  Huffman, Chairman, Arkansas History Commission; Phyllis Rogers, Paraloma Cemetery project; Chris Eatmon, Old Mound Cemetery project; Aketa Guillory, From Lakeport to Chicago oral history project; Lasaundra Williams, Paraloma Cemetery project; Faye Russ and guest, Horace Mann project; Lavona Wilson,  Arkansas Humanities Council; and Stefania Booth, Afro-American Historical and Genealogical Society, Arkansas Chapter. History Commission staff members Wendy Richter and Linda McDowell were also present.
The Vice-Chairman welcomed everyone in attendance, and Committee members introduced themselves, as did the guests. 

The minutes of the May 17, 2007, meeting were approved as distributed following a motion by Graves, seconded by Dobson.
Ms. Linda McDowell, Coordinator of the African American History Program at the Arkansas History Commission, reported on her activities since the last meeting (attached to original minutes). She mentioned the tremendous success of the June workshop, and showed images of the unveiling of the Little Rock Nine memorial on the capitol grounds. 

McDowell also discussed the Commission’s grant guidelines and pointed out several items for consideration, including:  Does the Commission want to set deadlines for completion of grant projects? Does the Commission want to accept applications from out-of-state?  Byers asked about the possibility of developing a contract of some sort to go along with the grants and emphasized the need to strengthen the guidelines. Graves mentioned the need for flexibility regarding time of completion depending on the type of project. These items were tabled until the next meeting.
Ms. Lavona Wilson of the Arkansas Humanities Council also presented a brief report (attached to original minutes).
Ms. Maggie Herrick of the Arkansas Department of Education could not be present but submitted a written report summarizing recent ADE activity related to African American history (attached to original minutes).

Following the reports, the Committee turned to grants. First, the From Lakeport to Chicago Oral History Project requested funding in the amount of $7,382.00  to collect and preserve the memories of African American sharecroppers and tenant farmers who migrated from Lakeport, Arkansas, to Chicago, Illinois, between 1910 and 1967. Following a motion by Dobson, seconded by Graves, the motion passed with one abstention to approve the grant in the amount of $3,691.00. Funds will come from General Improvement Fund KBM946H/946H.
Another proposal from the previous meeting came from the Little Rock Horace Mann National Alumni Association for $7,000.00 in support of film pre-production for a documentary to preserve the heritage of Horace Mann high School from 1956 through 1971. Funding had been awarded in FY2007 in the amount of $4,764.48, but due to the large number of requests, the Commission declined to approve additional funding at this time, although the applicants were encouraged to submit another project proposal at a later date.
In May 2007, the Memorial Garden Cemetery Association requested $2,869.34 for expenses related to a historical marker at the Old Mound Cemetery (located in Desha County, now also known as Memorial Garden). Chris Eatmon had presented the details about the project at the February meeting. The Commission approved funding at the May meeting (with monies to come from HGA0200/226B in FY2008) for the project with the provisos that all phases of the project must comply with federal regulations, and that the marker narrative be submitted to the Commission for review and approval. In general, the Commissioners suggested a greater emphasis on the African American portion of the cemetery narrative. Graves offered to review the information after it is rewritten. The Commission decided to vote on the narrative via email prior to the next meeting, if it is ready. AHC staff will supply Eatmon with images of existing markers to help with development of the layout of the information on the marker.

Paraloma Cemetery Preservation Association (Sevier County) requested $2,000.00 to preserve the history of the community and cemetery through recorded interviews and other activities. Following a motion by Byers, seconded by Dobson, the Commission approved the proposal, with funding to come from General Improvement Fund KBM946H/946H.

At the previous meeting, the Arkansas History Commission had proposed completion of a traveling exhibit based on the “Across the Bayou” exhibit. The project would be co-sponsored by the Black History Commission and the History Commission. The proposal was tabled until the September meeting. After some discussion of the agency status of both Commissions as related to each other, the proposal was again tabled.
The Commission’s next meeting was scheduled for Thursday, November 15, at 12:30, at the History Commission or Alpha House, Little Rock. The meeting was adjourned.

Wendy Richter

State Historian
