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MINUTES OF THE ARKANSAS BLACK HISTORY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
August 29, 2002

One Capitol Mall, Little Rock


Chairman Curtis H. Sykes called the meeting to order at 2:10 p.m.  Members present were Rev. Barry Dobson, Dr. John W. Graves, Dr. Henri L. Linton and Mrs. Versia Miles.  Mr. Mylas Jeffers and Mr. Nashid Madyun were absent.


Mr. Robert Black of Arkadelphia, a member of the Arkansas History Commission, was recognized as a guest.


On motion the minutes of the meeting of May 30, 2002 were approved as read.


The Chairman distributed copies of an obituary of former State Senator Jerry D. Jewell, the first black acting governor of Arkansas.


Ms. Lavona Wilson reported on projects of the Arkansas Humanities Council which are funded by the Committee.


Mr. Steven Weber of the State Department of Education reported on the status of Black History in the public schools.  The Secretary was instructed to write to Dr. Tom Cox, superintendent of Dumas Public Schools, commending him for his emphasis on the teaching of Black History.
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Chairman Sykes urged the members of the Committee to become active in the acquisition of appropriate materials for the Black History archives held by the Arkansas History Commission.


Dr. Graves described the progress of the effort to restore the Mosaic Templars building in Little Rock.  Dr. Linton and Mrs. Miles commented on restoration and historical projects planned and/or underway in their areas.


The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m. after agreement to meet again at 2:00 p.m. Thursday, November 14, 2002.





John L. Ferguson





Secretary

