ARKANSAS BLACK HISTORY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 8, 2005
The quarterly meeting of the Arkansas Black History Advisory Committee was held in the conference room of the Arkansas History Commission, One Capitol Mall, Little Rock, on September 8, 2005.  The meeting was called to order at 2:06 p.m. by the Chairman, Mr. Curtis H. Sykes of North Little Rock. Other members present were Mrs. Carla Coleman of Little Rock, Mrs. Versia Miles of Texarkana, Rev. Barry Dobson of El Dorado, and Dr. John W. Graves of Arkadelphia. Members not present were Dr. Henri L. Linton of Pine Bluff and Mr. Myles Jeffers of Blytheville. The chairman welcomed the following guests: Ms. Joyce Campbell of the Governor’s Office; Mr. Kenneth Henderson of the Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society, Arkansas Chapter; and Dr. Gayle Potter, Ms. Maggie Herrick, Ms. Sue McKenzie, and Ms. Annette Barnes, all of the Arkansas Department of Education. Also present was Ornett Grind from the Department of Parks and Tourism. Russell Baker read the minutes from the previous meeting (May 26, 2005). The minutes were approved as read. 
Chairman Sykes, who had served as chairman since the committee’s creation, expressed his appreciation for the work of all committee members through the years. He announced that due to illness he was resigning as chairman, effective at the end of the day’s meeting.
 After receiving a written report from the Arkansas Humanities Council, the committee turned to a report from the Arkansas Department of Education. Dr. Gayle Potter, Ms. Maggie Herrick, Ms. Sue McKenzie, and Ms. Annette Barnes spoke at some length on the subjects of the framework revision process coming up in 2006, instructional materials, and the monitoring of what is actually being taught in the classroom. 
The Committee considered two grant applications. Ornett Grind of the Department of Parks and Tourism discussed a request for $2000.00 from Lake Chicot State Park, for the program “Heritage: ‘Bridging the Gap’.” The proposal was approved unanimously. The Afro-American Historical and Genealogical Society requested $3138.00 for a workshop, “’What’s in a Name’: A Voyage of Discovery.” The committee approved that proposal unanimously as well.
Russell P. Baker, archival manager of the History Commission, presented a report on archival projects relating to Arkansas black history. Wendy Richter, director of the History Commission, reported on Commission activities and discussed upcoming interviews for the Coordinator of African American History Program. 
The date of the next meeting was set for November 17, 2005 at 2 p.m. in the History Commission’s conference room. The chairman reminded the committee of the need to select a new chairman at that meeting. Committee members expressed their appreciation for Mr. Sykes’ efforts through the years, and urged him to reconsider his resignation. The meeting adjourned at 4:15 pm. 

