MINUTES

ARKANSAS HISTORY COMMISSION
                                                     MARCH 1, 2006

The Arkansas History Commission met at One Capitol Mall, Little Rock, on March 1, 2006, at 9:30 a.m.  Commissioners in attendance were Robert Black, James Huffman, Carl Barger, Ray Granade, Jim Hale, and Harold Turman. Commissioner Wanda Gray was absent. Visitors were Susan Boyle (Arkansas Genealogical Society) and Carla Coleman (Arkansas Black History Advisory Committee). 
Chairman Black called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance. The minutes of the previous meeting were approved upon motion by Hale and second by Granade. Per diem and travel expenses for 2006 were also approved after a motion by Granade, seconded by Hale.

The Chairman thanked his fellow commissioners for their efforts during the past two years and then entertained nominations for officers. Carl Barger was elected Chairman and James Huffman, Vice-Chairman for 2006. Chairman Barger presided over the remainder of the meeting.
AHC Director Wendy Richter introduced Linda McDowell, the AHC’s new African American History Coordinator, who began work in January.

Microphotography Supervisor Ronnie Watts reported on activities in the Microphotography Section and led those in attendance on a tour of the Section’s facilities. 

Management Project Analyst Mary Ann Stiles presented the financial report (attached to original minutes). 

Outreach Archivist Jane Hooker reported on staff activities since the last meeting and announced plans for 2006, including workshops, Heritage Month events, and Archives Week. Huffman mentioned that he would like to see additional staff development opportunities. He also requested that Hooker distribute publicity to the AHC’s emailing list about Barger’s new book and Richter’s dissertation.

Access Archivist Lynn Ewbank outlined new staff duties and arrangements in the research room. She also described plans for an updated website. 

Following the staff reports, Granade and Barger expressed their appreciation for the Director’s effective use of staff by maximizing abilities and interests. Additionally, they complimented the staff for improvements and changes to the research room operation.  
Richter’s report included patron statistics (attached to original minutes). She also announced that Arkansas Building Services notified her that the first floor records center space would soon belong to the AHC. No timetable was established, but July 1 is the anticipated changeover date. 
Richter announced that the NHPRC had approved the AHC’s grant request for $9,877.00.  The project includes activities associated with re-activation of the Arkansas State Historical Records Advisory Board. 

Richter reported that operations at the Southwest Arkansas Regional are progressing well, and that the Memorandum of Agreement with the Lawrence County Historical Society concerning the Northeast Arkansas Regional Archives at Powhatan had been consummated. 
Richter asked for the Commission’s final approval of the AHC’s grant application to the Arkansas Natural and Cultural Resources Council (ANCRC). The Council plans to meet on May 4 to make funding decisions. She also asked for the Commission’s approval to submit a $10,000 grant application to the Arkansas Humanities Council to fund the first stage of the “Documenting Arkansas” project. The Commission voted to approve both applications.

Richter also addressed the the AHC’s archival backlog and plans for its reduction (copy of presentation attached to original minutes).

Hale asked about the possibility of getting some reserved parking for patrons. Executive Director Richard Davies discussed the problem and suggested the possibility of working with the State Library on a joint request. The commissioners asked Richter and Davies to look into the matter.
Other suggestions included distribution of another news release to remind patrons that the AHC is open on Saturdays. Granade also asked that wireless computer service be investigated for the future.

Davies reported a good year in Arkansas tourism overall and described how both current Governor Mike Huckabee as well as the governor-elect will review the next biennial budget. In that budget, the AHC will need to request funding for staffing at the Northeast Arkansas Regional Archives facility at Powhatan. The Chairman expressed his appreciation to Mr. Davies for Davies’ support and assistance through the years.
A roundtable discussion followed. Hale mentioned his interest in publishing a volume of AHC primary source documents to commemorate the Civil War’s sesquicentennial, with proceeds benefiting the AHC’s new Friends group; Turman reported on research activities connected with the old town of St. Francis; Ewbank stated that the legislature approved the work of the Records Retention Workgroup; Hooker mentioned interest in staff training opportunities related to publications and outreach; Davies emphasized the potential positive impact of improving the website; Black announced he would be leaving his teaching position at Bearden High School at the end of the school year; Huffman expressed his belief that the AHC future appears bright with the right people headed in the right direction; Barger showed copies of his new book, Mamie, and told that he is currently working on a history of Cleburne County.

The Commission adjourned after scheduling the next meeting for June 1, 2006,  9:30 a.m., at One Capitol Mall, Little Rock.
Wendy Richter
Secretary

