MINUTES

ARKANSAS HISTORY COMMISSION
                                                     JUNE 1, 2006

The Arkansas History Commission met at One Capitol Mall, Little Rock, on June  1, 2006, at 9:30 a.m.  Commissioners in attendance were Chairman Carl Barger, Vice-Chairman James Huffman, Ray Granade, Wanda Gray, Jim Hale, and Harold Turman. Commissioner Robert Black was absent. One visitor was present--Carla Coleman of the Arkansas Black History Advisory Committee. 
Chairman Barger called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance. The minutes of the previous meeting were approved upon motion by Hale and second by Granade. History Commission Director Wendy Richter introduced the AHC’s new extra-help employees, Stephanie Lewis Hatton and Lisa Cromer. Richter also mentioned that another would begin work next week, Bandi Coleman. She also mentioned that UALR Public History intern Sara Thompson will also be assisting with AHC projects on a part-time basis for much of the summer.
Access/Technology Archivist Lynn Ewbank reported on activities since the previous meeting. She discussed plans for the upcoming website upgrade, including “Documenting Arkansas,” CARAT (search portal, Catalog of Arkansas Resources and Archival Treasures), and CONTENTdm (data management tool). She reported that the Biodex currently contains approximately 100,000 entries; the Confederate pensions database entries total over 9,000; and the State Land Records database includes over 27,000 entries. Ewbank mentioned that Library of Congress has begun entering the AHC’s manuscript collections into NUCMC (National Union Catalog of Manuscript Collections). Prior to this time, the AHC’s most recent NUCMC entry was completed in 1968. She also reported on her participation in the Arkansas Records Retention Workgroup, charged with development of records management guidelines for state records.

Curator Julienne Crawford gave those in attendance a virtual tour of some of the AHC’s holdings. She described the museum collection and told of her responsibilities in that area. 

Richter’s report included patron statistics (attached to original minutes) and a financial report (attached to original minutes). She mentioned that Library Technical Assistant Christine Gatewood resigned recently and that the vacancy would be filled as soon as possible. Richter also announced the upcoming workshop, which will be held on June 24 in Room 171 of the capitol.
Chairman Barger mentioned the availability of a rifle produced in Arkadelphia during the Civil War. Hale told of the significance of the Arkadelphia rifle and encouraged the History Commission’s purchase of it. The owner has established a price of $55,000.  Richter reported that the AHC acquisitions budget of the ANCRC grant would be only $10,000, and Davies described how the Historic Arkansas Museum uses their friends group to raise funds for special acquisitions. Granade suggested putting together a consortium of organizations and museums to join with the AHC to purchase the rifle. Gray stated that she could contact a couple of potential supporters. Huffman stated that he would work toward the founding of a friends group to engage in fund-raising activities for the AHC. Granade offered to pursue a consortium of potential purchasers to include the Clark County Historical Association, Historic Arkansas Museum, and Old State House Museum.
Richter stated that upon delivery of the new reader-printers purchased with ANCRC funds the cost of producing each copy will drop dramatically. She proposed a change in price for self-service copies produced from microfilm: a reduction from the current $.50 to $.25. Richter also discussed the upcoming implementation of a copy card system (to replace coin-operated machines) and recommended that the fee for the new copy cards be set at $1.00. This would be a one-time charge since the same card could be used by patrons every time they visit.  Hale made a motion to set the new prices as proposed (self-service copies produced from microfilm at $.25 each; $1.00 for copy cards). Granade seconded. The motion passed. 

Chairman Barger introduced a grant application originally presented to the Arkansas Black History Advisory Committee. The ABHAC did not take any action on the matter at its most recent meeting. Carla Coleman proposed that the AHC fund that application from the Arkansas Afro-American Historical and Genealogical Society to send Linda McDowell of the AHC staff to the AAHGS national conference in Salt Lake City in October. After some discussion, Davies suggested asking the ABHAC to hold a conference call to decide on the matter, since deadlines for registration fees and the best hotel rates might pass before their next meeting. Granade made a motion recommending this course of action and Turman seconded. A unanimous vote in favor followed. 
The chairman read a letter received by the Commission from the Pulaski County Historical Society memorializing former AHC Director, Dr. John L. Ferguson. He also read a note to the Commission from Mrs. Ferguson thanking them for flowers sent to Dr. Ferguson’s funeral.
After a lunch break, Davies mentioned the upcoming biennial budget process. He also spoke briefly about the opening of new facilities at Mt. Magazine and forthcoming web-tracking software that gathers information for webpage use analysis. 

Following a round-table discussion, the Commission adjourned after scheduling the next meeting for September 7, 2006, 9:30 a.m., at One Capitol Mall, Little Rock.
Wendy Richter
Secretary

