  Arkansas History Commission
                             Minutes --- 9 June 2005
The chair called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and welcomed all in attendance. Commissioners present were Robert Black, chairman; James Huffman, vice-chairman; Carl Barger; Ray Granade; Jim Hale; and Harold Turman. Minutes of the 7 May 2005 meeting were approved following a motion by Granade, seconded by Hale.
AHC Director Wendy Richter reported the History Commission’s first Saturday opening (4 June 2005) went smoothly and twenty-six patrons visited that day. New registration procedures include the issuance of numbered badges for each patron upon entrance to the building, in addition to normal second-floor sign-in. All badges are returned at the end of the day. 
Richter also reported that Archivist Jane Hooker spoke at the unveiling of a historical marker in Wabbaseka honoring Miss Willie K. Hocker and her creation, the Arkansas State Flag. Hooker displayed a flag owned by the History Commission reflecting Hocker’s original design. The event was sponsored by the Jefferson County Historical Society and other local groups.

Richter also announced a series of three workshops, the first to be held on June 25. The brochure detailing these programs was distributed (copy attached to original minutes). Richter also mentioned plans for a September 14 event at the state capitol called “The Blue and The Gray on Display,” which will be co-sponsored with the Arkansas State Library (flyer attached). Jeff Schaara, author of Gods and Generals, will attend.
Richter also briefly described other projects currently underway: creation of online access in the research room to History Commission book holdings; meetings with Parks and Tourism’s public relations personnel to create a plan for generating more visibility for the AHC; completion of a detailed inventory to get an accurate picture of AHC holdings; and improvement of the website, with manuscript collection finding aids, a Confederate pension records database, and a  “card catalog” database to be among the first additions. 
Richter requested consideration of an editorial change to History Commission rules concerning installation and removal of microfilm on research room readers. Two words, “if requested,” would be added to the first sentence of Section 5-D: “Staff personnel will install and remove microfilm from reading machines, if requested.”  This allows patrons to install their own film if they wish. A motion by Granade seconded by Turman to make the editorial change was approved. 
 
Richter proposed a new letterhead for use by the AHC (copy attached). A motion was made by Granade and seconded by Hale to approve the new letterhead. The motion passed unanimously.  

AHC Curator Julienne Crawford presented a report concerning the Centennial Celebration on 27 April 2005, which was attended by almost 150 people. Crawford also discussed the status of the portrait gallery conservation assessment currently underway. The AHC received an ANCRC grant for Phase I in the amount of $66,000 effective July 1, 2006.
AHC Conservator Robert Devan reported that Susan Easley finished her internship and that a new UALR student, Kristi Smith from Ouachita Baptist University, would be working on a collection featuring the Arkansas State Police in the 1960s. Conservation volunteers Bob Williams and Charlie Neel are also working on various collections and materials. Devan’s development of SOPs is ongoing.
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AHC Archival Manager Russell Baker reported activities of the archival section (report attached). 
AHC Management Project Analyst Mary Stiles described the financial situation during the final quarter of the Fiscal Year 2005, ending June 30. Stiles mentioned the entire 2005 budget was almost exhausted, but that it did include the purchase of nine replacement computers, a new server, and a new laptop computer for staff use. She also mentioned that the Black History Advisory Committee expensed almost their entire appropriation balance by approving four grants at their May 26 meeting. Huffman requested that a member of the Black History Advisory Committee be invited to attend each History Commission meeting in order to engender mutual support and develop better communication between the two groups.
Parks and Tourism Executive Director Richard Davies announced the possibility of establishing a regional archives in Powhatan. Davies, Turman, and Richter, with others, met with representatives of the Lawrence County Historical Society June 8 to discuss the matter. After some discussion of the background of the Powhatan situation, Granade made a motion that the Commission go on record as having interest in cooperating with the Lawrence County Historical Society to support a grant application from the Arkansas State University Archives to the Arkansas Humanities Council to begin an inventory of the Powhatan materials. Turman seconded the motion, which passed. 

Discussion of progress on acquisition of the Southwest Arkansas Regional Archives ensued, and it was agreed that negotiations to finalize arrangements should proceed, and the sooner the better. Other items were mentioned briefly, including Dr. Ferguson’s emeritus status, formation of a “Friends” group, funding possibilities for the Documenting Arkansas project, and the state’s current need for preservation of county records. 
The meeting adjourned at noon after scheduling the next meeting for 1 September 2005, 9:30 a.m.   
