      MINUTES

ARKANSAS HISTORY COMMISSION
December 3,  2009
The Arkansas History Commission met at the Visitor Center of the Fort Smith National Historic Site December 3, 2009, at 10:00 a.m.  Commissioners in attendance were Chairman Sheilla Lampkin, Vice-Chairman Ray Granade, Carl Barger, John Gill, Wanda Gray, and James Huffman. Commissioner Ruth Hawkins was absent. History Commission Director Wendy Richter and Archival Manager Jane Hooker were present, and a number of guests from the local area also attended.
Chairman Lampkin called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance. The minutes of the two previous meetings (September 10 and October 5, 2009) were approved as distributed following a motion by Granade, seconded by Gray. 
Gray introduced several of the guests, who presented information about their particular project or group: Dr. Henry Rinne of the University of Arkansas at Fort Smith discussed the preservation of the Drennen House; Jim Dunn reported on the progress being made toward the future U.S. Marshals’ Museum; Joe Wasson described the activities of the Fort Smith Historical Society; and Dwight Hopkins told about historic downtown Van Buren and other Crawford County projects.
Richter then presented her report (outline attached to original minutes). The Commission asked that Richter or AHC staff attend the bid opening for the Northwest Arkansas Regional Archives. There was some discussion concerning the acquisition of additional space in the MAC, One Capitol Mall. Gill made a motion that Richter negotiate with Arkansas Building Authority to move the archive material currently housed in the “bat cave” to more suitable space in the MAC building to better protect the State’s archives. Seconded by Huffman, the motion passed. Richter was also asked to obtain architectural drawings depicting the building’s water lines from ABA. 
Hooker reported on the progress by the archival staff uploading manuscript collection finding aids to the AHC’s website, indicating that approximately 200 have been completed (list attached to original minutes). Barger asked about the status of microfilming of school census records, and Hooker stated that the project continues, and the staff continues to seek additional materials. She also mentioned that the Legislative Task Force on Arkansas History Education held its first meeting the week of Thanksgiving.  Hooker and Mrs. Deranda Granade were appointed to the Task Force by Richter.
Richter requested permission to apply for a grant from the Arkansas Natural and Cultural Resources Council (ANCRC) for a Civil War-related project. She anticipated seeking funding in the amount of $100,000 to $150,000, and would need to meet the March 1 application deadline, which might be prior to the AHC’s next meeting. The Commission voted to approve the request following a motion by Granade seconded by Barger.

Richter then submitted a de-accession request (form attached to original minutes) concerning two Caddo pots housed at the Southwest Arkansas Regional Archives. Following a motion by Gill seconded by Granade, the Commission approved transferring ownership of the pots to the Arkansas Archeological Survey’s Southern Arkansas University station.
Granade noted the AHC and SARA research room statistics which had been distributed at the meeting, and asked that the documents be formatted the same in the future to provide consistency and make the information more understandable. A brief discussion about website statistics followed. On motion by Gill seconded by Granade and approved by vote, Richter will develop a meaningful reporting mechanism for web statistics to be presented at the next meeting. 

Gill mentioned the upcoming legislative session, indicating the need to schedule the next AHC meeting to provide time for budget planning. Lampkin will set the date for the next meeting after reviewing the calendar for the legislative session.
Huffman stated that his term is set to expire in January, and that he had not heard from the Governor concerning reappointment to the Commission. On behalf of the other Com-missioners and everyone present, the Chairman thanked Huffman for his service, in the event that this was indeed his last meeting.

Barger reported that he had recently visited the Tennessee and Missouri state archives, and that he believes Arkansas’s to be far superior in terms of both equipment and service.

Gray invited all in attendance to enjoy lunch.
The meeting was adjourned.
Wendy Richter
State Historian

