MINUTES

ARKANSAS HISTORY COMMISSION
DECEMBER 7,  2006

The Arkansas History Commission met at One Capitol Mall, Little Rock, on December 7, 2006, at 9:30 a.m.  Commissioners in attendance were Chairman Carl Barger, Vice-Chairman James Huffman, Ray Granade, Wanda Gray, Jim Hale,  Robert Black, and Harold Turman. Two visitors were present—Nina Corbin of the Arkansas Genealogical Society and Greg Armstrong of the University of Arkansas at Fort Smith. 
Chairman Barger called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance. The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as distributed following a motion by Hale, seconded by Black. 

History Commission Director Wendy Richter introduced the AHC’s new conservator, Jane Thompson. Thompson will begin work in mid-December, replacing Bob Devan, who retired at the end of July.
African American History Program Coordinator Linda McDowell then reported on her activities during her first year at the AHC. She emphasized African American materials acquisitions, public speaking, and information on the AHC’s new, forthcoming website.

Chairman Barger read a thank-you note from Mrs. Oris Ferguson expressing her appreciation for the Commission’s resolution in memory of her husband and former AHC Director, John L. Ferguson.

The Chair introduced Greg Armstrong from the University of Arkansas at Fort Smith. Armstrong announced plans for an April conference focusing on Parley Pratt (brochure attached to original minutes) and asked that the AHC co-sponsor the event. He stated that no funds would be required from the AHC, only the use of its name in a list of sponsors. After some discussion about the matter, Black made a motion to endorse the project, Gray seconded. Granade added an amendment to instruct the AHC staff to generate criteria which the Commission can use in evaluating future endorsement/sponsorship opportunities. The motion carried.
History Commission Director Wendy Richter began her report by calling attention to the assortment of documents in the packet as distributed, including patron statistics, a financial report, and a list of staff activities since the previous meeting (attached to original minutes). Richter also asked for the Commission’s approval of pricing of copies of maps: $12.00/ running foot, a $5.00 set-up fee, and $5.00 shipping charge if mailed (sheet detailing these amounts attached to original minutes). Hale made a motion, seconded by Turman, to approve the map copy prices. The motion carried.  Richter then briefly discussed the status of some of the issues connected to the biennial budget, specifically the proposed Department of Arkansas Heritage merger and Powhatan funding. She also updated the Commission on some of the changes implemented since the previous meeting as a result of the ANCRC grant project. 
Chairman Barger stated that one of his priorities is resolution of the parking shortage issue and challenged the Commission to work to improve the situation. He stressed that this is a critical area if the AHC is to attract more researchers. The Chairman asked Richter to investigate how Arkansas Building Authority (the agency that oversees the building and parking lot) assigns parking spaces. Barger also mentioned that the Commission needs to begin dialog with the person who will be the AHC’s liaison on Governor-elect Beebe’s staff.

Richter then asked for permission to submit a grant proposal to the Arkansas Natural and Cultural Resources Council (ANCRC). The deadline for applications is March 1. She offered several projects as possibilities (list attached to original minutes). Granade made a motion, seconded by Huffman, for Richter to prioritize the projects in the order of importance to the AHC and seek funding accordingly. The motion carried.

Richter also posed a question to the Commission concerning digital/electronic copies from microfilm in the research room. With the new equipment purchased with ANCRC funds, the capability now exists for patrons to save and/or send digital/ electronic copies of AHC microfilm—does the Commission want to allow such copying? After a brief discussion, it was decided to table the matter. Richter was asked to gather pros and cons about the issue for consideration at the next meeting.

Following a round-table discussion, the Commission adjourned after scheduling the next meeting for March 1, 2007, 9:30 a.m., at One Capitol Mall, Little Rock.
