      MINUTES

ARKANSAS HISTORY COMMISSION
April 2,  2009
The Arkansas History Commission met in its conference room at One Capitol Mall, Little Rock, on Thursday, April 2, 2009, at 10:00 a.m.  Commissioners in attendance were Chairman John Gill, Vice-Chairman Sheilla Lampkin, Carl Barger, James Huffman, and  Wanda Gray. Commissioners Ray Granade and Ruth Hawkins were absent. Department of Parks and Tourism Executive Director Richard Davies and History Commission Director Wendy Richter were present. One visitor, Susan Boyle, also attended.
Chairman Gill called the meeting to order, recognized a quorum, and welcomed all in attendance. The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as distributed following a motion by Barger, seconded by Lampkin. Per diem/Travel expenses were approved for 2009 following a motion by Gray seconded by Barger.
Gray requested that the election of officers be next on the agenda, and the election followed. Barger nominated Sheilla Lampkin, Chairman, and Ray Granade, Vice-Chairman. The nomination was seconded by Huffman. There was some discussion about the tradition of rotating the chairmanship. With no further nominations, Lampkin and Granade were elected, to assume office at the close of the current meeting.

The Chairman thanked Richter and Jane Hooker for their efforts and smooth operation during Richter’s recent absence. He mentioned the exhibit and March 2 reception at the capitol, which was attended by the First Lady. 
History Commission Director Wendy Richter introduced new staff members Brian Irby (Secretary II) and Elizabeth Freeman (Library Technical Assistant III).  She also announced that the governor had appointed James Lawson to the Black History Commission. Richter stated that after passing through the slow time of year for outreach activities, opportunities for participation are increasing in number, including the AHC’s workshops (list in packet), the Federation of Genealogical Societies’ annual conference in September (brochure in packet), the recent Arkansas Historical Association annual meeting in Magnolia, the upcoming Society of Southwest Archivists’ annual conference, and the release of the Secretary of State’s new book (copy of book’s pages in packet).  Susan Boyle, president of the Arkansas Genealogical Society,  presented additional information about the FGS meeting in September. Richter also announced that she anticipated receiving a major collection from the Commissioner of State Lands in the very near future. Richter mentioned the successful IMLS grant application, and asked for approval of the ANCRC application. A motion to submit the application was made by Gray, seconded by Lampkin, and passed. Richter stated that the proposal would be presented to the ANCRC on May 6, and that work continues on current ANCRC projects. For example, Gary Jones, an intern from Arkansas State University’s Heritage Studies Program, has been inventorying the OCRC moving image collection.

Gray initiated discussion about Act 17 of 2009 (AHC appropriation) and requested that Richter present an organizational chart and explanation of new pay plan titles at the next meeting.

Department of Parks and Tourism Executive Director Richard Davies reported on various legislative issues, including revenue stabilization and re-appropriation bills. He mentioned that the new Civil War Sesquicentennial Commission’s website includes a new video, and that the Commission (on which he and Richter serve) has chosen themes for each year of the war’s anniversary observance. Davies also mentioned that additional space should be available in the MAC building by year’s end.

Barger asked about the ownership of governors’ papers. Under Arkansas law, the governor owns his papers after leaving office.  He also asked about the possibility of a project with Ancestry.com mentioned at the last meeting. Richter stated that we are still awaiting a revised proposal from the company. 

During lunch, Richter introduced AHC employees with twenty or more years of service. Those employees joined the Commission for lunch, and the Chairman thanked them for their service.

After the meeting resumed, on behalf of the entire Commission, Barger expressed thanks to Gill for his service as Chairman.

Chairman Gill mentioned the Collection Policy, and that he will work with Granade to submit an edited version to the Commission for review. 
The next meeting was set for 10:00, Thursday, June 11, in Arkadelphia. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:45.

Wendy Richter
State Historian

