      MINUTES

ARKANSAS HISTORY COMMISSION
June 2,  2011
The Arkansas History Commission met in the AHC conference room, One Capitol Mall, Little Rock, on Thursday, June 2, 2011, at 10:00 a.m. Commissioners in attendance were Vice-Chairman Ray Granade, Carl Barger, Ruth Hawkins, Elizabeth Robbins, Dorathy Boulden, and Robert Sherer. James Huffman was absent. Department of Parks and Tourism Executive Director Richard Davies and History Commission Director Wendy Richter were also present. Former commissioner John Gill also joined the meeting shortly after 11:00. 
Vice-Chairman Granade called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance, extending a special welcome to the three new members (Robbins, Boulden, Sherer). The report of the December 1, 2010, meeting and minutes of the March 9, 2011, special meeting were approved as distributed following a motion by Barger, seconded by Sherer. An election of officers for the 2011 calendar year was held, with the following results: Ray Granade, chairman; and Ruth Hawkins, vice-chairman.
Under Old Business, Davies discussed issues surrounding staff/public/legislator relationships and communication. He mentioned that agencies cannot do “mass” mailings to legislators, but legislators can pass out mail to their colleagues. There was some discussion about whether to try to have an “orientation” or informational session for legislators. The chairman could ask legislative leaders how best to proceed with such an event, since there was consensus that something should be done along these lines.

Also under Old Business, Richter gave an update on the newspaper digitization project and a discussion ensued about various issues related to digitization. Particularly, a question resurfaced: Which is more important--delivery of information or maintaining control of collection material? A motion by Barger, seconded by Hawkins, gave Richter and the staff permission to explore additional digitization projects, and particularly, those involving Arkansas’s vital records (birth and death).
Davies reported on the general impact of recent floods on state parks, and mentioned that the governor’s staff plans to send their flood-related photographs to the AHC for preservation. He also mentioned that Civil War Sesquicentennial Commission’s activities have turned out to be more popular than anticipated, giving some examples of events around Arkansas.  

Richter presented her report (report as distributed is attached to original minutes). She also proposed a new letterhead design, which features the logo used by the Commission 100 years ago. A motion by Sherer, seconded by Hawkins, passed, approving the new design.

Richter introduced new AHC staff members: Mary Dunn, archival manager; Anna Pfeifler, administrative specialist; Erin Fehr, archival technician; and Amanda Paige, extra-help. Dunn showed the new Arkansas Records Catalog site as well as recent improvements to the AHC website (including the new home page).
The next meeting date was set for 10:00, Thursday, September 8, at Mount Magazine State Park, depending on availability of rooms. 

Meeting adjourned.
Wendy Richter
State Historian

