      MINUTES

ARKANSAS HISTORY COMMISSION
June 25,  2010

The Arkansas History Commission met in Dean Ellis Library, Arkansas State University, Jonesboro, Friday, June 25, 2010, at 10:00 a.m. Commissioners in attendance were Chairman Sheilla Lampkin, Vice-Chairman Ray Granade, Carl Barger, Wanda Gray, and Ruth Hawkins. Commissioners James Huffman and John Gill were absent. Department of Parks and Tourism Executive Director Richard Davies and History Commission Director Wendy Richter were also present. 
Chairman Lampkin called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance. Hawkins welcomed everyone to Jonesboro, introduced her staff, and described ASU’s off-campus historic properties. The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as distributed  following a motion by Granade, seconded by Gray. 

Richter presented her report (report as distributed is attached to original minutes). She  mentioned that UALR asked that she teach a graduate course in Archival Management during the spring 2011 semester. Richter asked for permission to hold the class at the AHC. The request was approved following a motion by Gray, seconded by Hawkins. Richter then showed the slides from her presentation of the AHC’s ANCRC grant application, which was fully funded at $127,000. 
Richter mentioned the upcoming Civil War Sesquicentennial and the likelihood of receiving many requests for use of AHC documents. In order to maximize visibility for the AHC and maintain control of its collections, a motion by Barger seconded by Granade was approved pertaining to use of material by other entities as additional guidance for Richter as loans are considered: the credit language and layout/print use of documents in exhibits and publications must be approved; approval will be for one-time use (i.e., exhibit only); and approval shall be based on collaborative/reciprocal activities (such as the borrowing institution loaning the AHC  material for microfilming or digitization in return). 
Davies discussed the physical reorganization going on in the MAC, stating that the timing is still unknown. He discussed the upcoming budget process and the reserved parking situation at the MAC, then highlighted the new Heritage Trails brochure. He also mentioned potential issues surrounding Freedom of Information requests, and Richter distributed copies of some  recent requests received by the AHC.
Granade noted differences in usage of various materials at SARA and AHC, and asked about more detailed book statistics that could be helpful in making purchasing decisions. Richter will collect additional information about the kinds of books that are being used. 

Richter distributed the Ancestry.com agreement as reviewed previously by the Commission and by Meredith Rebsamen of the Attorney General’s office. Rebsamen suggested some editorial changes (add periods, change spelling of street name) and addition of a phrase that states something like “the AHC desires to digitize materials that otherwise might not be made available…”  Granade made a motion, seconded by Hawkins, that the agreement be approved with those changes incorporated. The motion passed. [Copies attached to original minutes]
Richter mentioned that Rebsamen believed the NewsBank agreement (for digitization of newspaper microfilm) needed more work before it was acceptable. A motion by Granade seconded by Gray was approved, for Richter to pursue a workable agreement.

Richter presented renewal of the Southwest Arkansas Regional Archives Memorandum of Agreement with Arkansas State Parks. A motion to approve the agreement passed, following a motion by Granade, seconded by Hawkins. [Copy of agreement attached to original minutes]  

Barger recognized Lampkin’s success in the recent elections, and offered congratulations on the behalf of all. Lampkin invited everyone to a September 10 event at the Rosenwald School in Monticello (invitations to be sent).

The next meeting was set for 10:00, Thursday, September 2, at the AHC. 
Hawkins invited everyone to lunch and to visit the archives and museum afterward. 
Meeting adjourned.

Wendy Richter
State Historian

