MINUTES
ARKANSAS HISTORY COMMISSION

June 7, 2007


The Arkansas History Commission met Thursday, June 7, 2007, at 10:00 a.m. at the Southwest Arkansas Regional Archives (SARA) in Historic Washington State Park, with Chairman Carl Barger presiding. Commissioners present were Carl Barger, James  Huffman, Jim Hale, John Gill, and Wanda Gray. Robert Black and Harold Turman were absent. Chairman Barger welcomed the guests in attendance and Commissioner John Gill, who was attending his first meeting.  Guests included Superintendent Joe Buckley and Ranger Robert Hauger of Historic Washington State Park, Dorathy Boulden of the SARA Foundation, and Parker Westbrook of the Pioneer Washington Restoration Foundation.
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as distributed following a motion by Hale, seconded by Huffman. The Chairman then entertained nominations for officers. James Huffman was elected Chairman and Jim Hale, Vice-Chairman for 2007. Chairman Huffman presided over the remainder of the meeting.

Peggy Lloyd, Archival Manager of SARA, presented an overview of SARA’s holdings and activities and provided some background information about the SARA Foundation. Richard Davies explained the Department of Parks and Tourism’s involvement through the years, and the Historic Washington State Park staff present (Superintendent Joe Buckley and Ranger Robert Hauger) introduced themselves. Chairman Huffman expressed his pleasure that SARA had become a part of the History Commission.
History Commission Director Wendy Richter reported on the progress on the “Security, Preservation, and Access” (SPA) 2007 Arkansas Natural and Cultural Resources Council (ANCRC) grant, and announced that the AHC’s application for its “Cataloging of Arkansas Maps and their Preservation” project (CAMP) for 2008 had been fully funded by the ANCRC at $98,000. Work on that project will begin July 1, 2007. She also mentioned that the AHC had excellent representation at the April Arkansas Historical Association meeting, with fourteen staff members in attendance. The workshop co-sponsored with the Black History Advisory Committee, Arkansas Humanities Council, and AHC on June 2 was attended by about 75 people. She described the new exhibit planned for opening the following week at the AHC. It highlights the fiftieth anniversary of the AHC’s microfilming program. Richter announced dates for the remaining 2007 workshops and Archives Week, October 22-27. 

The chairman expressed his appreciation for the staff’s hard work to produce these events and participate in other types of activities. Gray expressed her concern that we ensure that we send staff qualified to make presentations to the public. The Commission asked that Richter notify them of the staff’s schedule in advance so they have the opportunity to attend events held in their area. It was also proposed that the AHC should consider becoming a clearinghouse for history event information, serving as the “calendar” place of Arkansas history activity.
Richter was asked about the effectiveness of the cross-training of staff and the benefits of their more active role in outside activities. She stated that it seems to create a more team-oriented atmosphere and makes everyone feel a part of the agency’s activities. While it does take time, Richter said that she believes the pluses of such participation outweigh the minuses—the AHC should no longer be a place where individuals simply do their own work and have no connection to their co-workers. Work should interweave with that of colleagues so as to build on that of others. 

The Commission then turned to consideration of the issue of the AHC’s potential co-sponsorship of events. Richter distributed the sheet listing the criteria prepared by the archival staff. Following a report by Gray concerning the Parley Pratt conference that the Commission had previously agreed to co-sponsor, the following changes to the criteria  were proposed:  (1) add another item to state that the staff should advise the Commission about proposals about co-sponsorship prior to the event; (2) add the words “and publicized” to item #2; (3) add “handouts” and “program text copies” to item #10; (4) in item #3, replace “regional” with “broad-based.” The co-sponsorship criteria were adopted with those changes following a motion by Hale, seconded by Gray. (Draft and revised  version attached to original minutes.)
Department of Parks and Tourism Executive Director Richard Davies addressed several items of business. First, he introduced Gloria Robins, his executive assistant, and told of his experiences associated with the “Southern Voices” Chautauqua the previous night at the Museum of Natural Resources in Smackover. He also mentioned that although the legislature had created a Civil War Sesquicentennial Commission, it had not yet received an appropriation. He also discussed the W. K. “Bill” McNeil Collection at Mountain View, which consists of approximately 15,000 books and additional phonograph albums. The AHC staff began an appraisal and inventory of the collection in May, and Barger made a motion, seconded by Gill, for the staff to continue to work on the development and disposition of this collection. The motion was approved.  Davies also commented that the proposal for staffing the Northeast Arkansas Regional Archives facility at Powhatan got nowhere during the legislative session.  

The issue of public parking adjacent to the AHC facility was discussed, and several possibilities for solving the problem mentioned. Barger emphasized the importance of having designated spaces for AHC patrons. 

A roundtable discussion followed. Hale mentioned the upcoming Civil War Sesquicentennial, and the great opportunity for the AHC to utilize its vast resources on the subject to publish a book or books by 2011. Gray commented on the value and positive contributions of the Arkansas History listserve to the Arkansas History community. She also announced that Fort Smith had been selected as the site for the new U.S. Marshals’ Museum. Gill mentioned the importance of Little Rock in Supreme Court law. Barger stated that his forthcoming book on Cleburne County should be available by Christmas. Parker Westbook of the Pioneer Washington Restoration Foundation reminded everyone of legislation passed during the previous session establishing the possessive of Arkansas as “Arkansas’s.”
As plans for the next meeting were discussed, Hale asked the Commission to consider meeting in Hot Springs in December. The next meeting was scheduled for 9:30 a.m., September 6, at the History Commission, One Capitol Mall, Little Rock.

