      MINUTES

ARKANSAS HISTORY COMMISSION
September 10,  2009
The Arkansas History Commission met in its conference room at One Capitol Mall, Little Rock, on Thursday, September 10, 2009, at 10:00 a.m.  Commissioners in attendance were Vice-Chairman Ray Granade, Ruth Hawkins, Carl Barger, James Huffman, John Gill, and Wanda Gray. Chairman Sheilla Lampkin was absent. Department of Parks and Tourism Executive Director Richard Davies and History Commission Director Wendy Richter were present. Carla Coleman of the Black History Commission and Don Barnes of the Attorney General’s office also attended part of the meeting.
In the Chairman’s absence, Vice-Chairman Granade called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance. The minutes of the previous meetings (June 11 and July 23, 2009) were approved as distributed following a motion by Hawkins, seconded by Barger. It was noted that Gill’s previous absence was due to illness.
This meeting served as the public hearing and deadline for public comment pertaining to the AHC’s proposed rules, so Granade opened discussion concerning the rules. Gill presented a number of editorial recommendations, and each item was discussed (his original and mark-up copy attached to original minutes). Barnes stated that the Commission was ready to vote on the rules in view of having received no public comments. A motion by Gill seconded by Huffman to adopt the proposed rules as amended with Gill’s edits, was passed. Then, a motion by Gill seconded by Gray to conclude the public hearing, passed. 
Barnes gave a brief explanation of how the Commission should proceed with regard to the proposed rules of the Black History Commission. He stated that once the BHCA approves its rules, then the AHC would need to also approve the rules before they are sent to the legislative Rules Committee. Davies provided some background information about the BHCA’s legislation and the rules process. Gill then presented his suggested changes to the BHCA’s rules (his mark-up attached to minutes). Barnes also suggested assigning numbers to the pages and paragraphs. Carla Coleman of the BHCA added that simplicity was a goal of the proposed rules. She offered to answer any questions the Commissioners had about the proposed grant process. Huffman mentioned the value of weighting the criteria and prioritizing goals to elicit the best applications and projects. Gill made a motion seconded by Barger that Richter will schedule the next AHC meeting as needed to vote on the BHCA rules, likely via conference call. The motion passed.
Richter then presented her report (attached to original minutes) and showed a recording of recent news coverage regarding the Northwest Arkansas Regional Archives. Gill expressed appreciation to Richter for the AHC’s participation at the annual conference of the Federation of Genealogical Society held the previous week. 

Coleman thanked the AHC for making the BHCA members feel welcome at the AHC’s June meeting in Arkadelphia. Huffman stated that the AHC wanted to work cooperatively with the BHCA, and Coleman expressed the desire to achieve goals of collecting and preserving historical material together with the AHC. Coleman then left the meeting. Barnes excused himself at this time as well.

Richter distributed the FY2009 annual report, as well as some items related to the Council of State Archivists. She then showed the new webpage which features the manuscript collections finding aids.  Barger asked that Richter put together a list of employees with job titles and email addresses.
Davies reported on the activities of the Civil War Sesquicentennial Commission, including events and the historical markers program. He distributed copies of information related to the Historic Trails System (Act 728 of 2009), and said that a brochure, website, and highway signage would be likely products of the Act. Davies also reminded everyone that the State  has annual budgets now, not biennial. Gill mentioned the letter he had sent concerning the NEARA facility, and Davies said he would check with the architect. The Commission thanked Davies for his ongoing help and assistance, and particularly with the BHCA rules.

Under Old Business, Richter distributed a de-accessioning proposal for the Hutting Lumber Company records (attached to original minutes). Following a motion by Barger seconded by Gray, the Commission approved the de-accessioning of the records as proposed.  Richter also distributed the “Loans Approved/Denied” reports for the quarter (attached to original minutes).
Under New Business, Richter requested permission to explore the feasibility of and apply for a major NEH newspapers digitization grant, if it is possible to meet the application deadline with a competitive proposal. Following a motion by Gill seconded by Gray, a vote granted the staff permission to pursue the grant if they believe it to be feasible at this time. Gray emphasized the importance of preservation microfilming of newspapers. Richter mentioned that the microphotography section is taking a more pro-active role in seeking current publications, which results in additional acquisitions of both current and historic material.
The next meeting was set for 10:00, Thursday, December 3, in Fort Smith. Gray agreed to  make local arrangements.  

The meeting was adjourned.
Wendy Richter
State Historian

