      MINUTES

ARKANSAS HISTORY COMMISSION
SEPTEMBER  3,  2008
The Arkansas History Commission met in its conference room at One Capitol Mall, Little Rock, on Wednesday, September 3, 2008, at 9:30 a.m.  Commissioners in attendance were Chairman John Gill,  Carl Barger, Ray Granade, and James Huffman. Due to weather conditions, Vice-Chairman Sheilla Lampkin, Wanda Gray, and Harold Turman were absent. 
Chairman Gill called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance. The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as distributed following a motion by Granade, seconded by Barger.

History Commission Director Wendy Richter introduced Tatyana Stubblefield, who presented a report for the microphotography section. She described the microfilming process from start to finish and stated that 1,419 rolls of microfilm have been duplicated for the research room in calendar year 2008.

Cary Nicholas and associate presented information about their records storage facility in Branson, Missouri, for possible consideration as offsite storage (brochures/handouts attached to original minutes).

Richter then presented her report. She mentioned several major new collections acquired very recently, including those from the State Surveyor’s Office, and the Arkansas Department of Economic Development, the latter being recovered from the dumpster at One Capitol Mall. She anticipated receiving another significant collection from the Highway Department within the next month. Richter also reported that approximately 4,700 books from the Ozark Cultural Resources Center had been cataloged, and of those, over 3,900 had already made it to the shelves. News of the new acquisitions initiated discussion about records retention and records management. Richter was asked to provide a synopsis of a quality records management program in another state. She was also asked to prepare an acquisitions policy (to include state and local/county records) for consideration by the Commission. 

Richter described the progress being made toward placing the manuscript collection finding aids online. The Archivists’ Toolkit is facilitating this progress, and will be demonstrated at the next Little Rock meeting. She also mentioned the anticipated delivery of some 1,100 copies of Dr. John L. Ferguson’s Historic Arkansas from the Arkansas Department of Education. ADE  has had the books stored in its warehouse for over twenty years. Barger made a motion to authorize Richter to distribute/dispose of the books in a way to maximize their use. The motion was seconded by Granade, and was passed. Richter also pointed to the brochures announcing the national meeting of the Federation of Genealogical Societies to be held in Little Rock in September 2009, in which the AHC will actively participate. She also told of plans to host a class of graduate students from the UALR Public History Program later this month for a tour and information session about archival work. Richter also showed the Black History Commission’s new brochure. Following a motion by Huffman, seconded by Barger, the Commission approved the new brochure with the addition of the words “the official State Archives” after “Arkansas History Commission.”
Department of Parks and Tourism Executive Richard Davies told the Commission that Richter’s performance review had been completed in consultation with the Chairman. He then told that he has had inquiries from the Governor’s office concerning the AHC’s budget request, which indicated some interest on their part. Davies also mentioned rumors of an agency moving out of the MAC building, which meant possibilities for more space if it actually happens. He stated that the Civil War Sesquicentennial Commission’s website is up and offers opportunities for linking. The CWSC plans to develop a video to communicate its mission and related activities. 
The Chairman reported that he had made a number of contacts in support of the AHC’s biennial budget request. He planned a meeting with the Governor later in the week. All other commissioners in attendance also reported making contacts with the Governor’s office as well as various legislators, and Commissioner Wanda Gray sent her report of making similar contacts.

Chairman Gill asked about the physical stability of the current AHC facility, and asked Richter to provide details about characteristics such as earthquake protection, fire protection, and level of water protection in the vault, at the next meeting.
Granade mentioned the value of reciprocal links between local/county historical societies’ websites and the AHC’s website.

The AHC’s budget hearing is scheduled for October 15. The Chairman stated he plans to attend, but if he cannot, Huffman volunteered to be there.

The next meeting was scheduled for December 4, 2008, 10:00 a.m., in Monticello. The meeting was adjourned.

Wendy Richter
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