MINUTES

ARKANSAS HISTORY COMMISSION
SEPTEMBER 7, 2006

The Arkansas History Commission met at One Capitol Mall, Little Rock, on September 7, 2006, at 9:30 a.m.  Commissioners in attendance were Chairman Carl Barger, Vice-Chairman James Huffman, Ray Granade, Wanda Gray, Jim Hale, and Robert Black. Commissioner Harold Turman was absent. One visitor was present—Nina Corbin of the Arkansas Genealogical Society. 
Chairman Barger called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance. The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as distributed following a motion by Hale, seconded by Granade. 

Commissioner Jim Huffman presented original documents and materials related to Lewis Epley’s talk to the Fayetteville Downtown Rotary Club on the history of the University of Arkansas. Commissioner Wanda Gray presented a book, The Accident at Haw Creek by Laura Clepper. All of the items will be added to AHC holdings. 

History Commission Director Wendy Richter began her report with an introduction of the AHC’s new Library Technical Assistant, Lisa Cromer. Richter mentioned an Arkansas Building Authority memo concerning parking issues around the capitol (as distributed in packets and attached to original minutes). She also pointed to other documents in the packet, including a workshop flyer, patron statistics, a financial report, and a list of staff activities since the previous meeting (attached to original minutes). Richter then led the group on a tour of the AHC to illustrate the changes implemented as a result of the ANCRC grant project. 
 Parks and Tourism Executive Director Richard Davies mentioned the upcoming biennial budget review and explained the overall budget process. He also provided an overview of the issues surrounding the AHC’s merger with the Department of Arkansas Heritage as proposed by the governor’s office. Davies then excused himself from the meeting after encouraging the commissioners to pursue whatever course of action they felt would be best for the AHC. After some discussion it was agreed that the Chairman would write to Richter requesting some basic statistical information before contacting the Governor to express opposition to the merger proposal.
Following a round-table discussion, the Commission adjourned after scheduling the next meeting for December 7, 2006, 9:30 a.m., at One Capitol Mall, Little Rock.
