M I N U T E S

Entertainers Hall of Fame

Arkansas Hospitality Association 

Little Rock, Arkansas

April 28, 2000

Entertainers Hall of Fame Commissioners Present

Don Wright, Chairman

Kathy Wheatley

Maxine Miller

Joel Ruminer

Jim Porter

Jerry Horne, ex-officio

Entertainers Hall of Fame Commissioners Absent

Don Christian

Angela Griffith

Jimmie Rogers

Guests Present

Bob Purvis, Pine Bluff Convention and Visitors Bureau

Arkansas Dept. of Parks and Tourism Staff Present

Richard W. Davies, Executive Director

Gloria Robins, Executive Assistant

Call to Order


Chairman Don Wright called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.  Gloria Robins called the roll.  

Presentation of the Minutes


Kathy Wheatley moved to approve the minutes from the March 10,2000 meeting. Maxine Miller seconded and the motion carried.

Financial Report


Richard Davies reported that the financial report had not change much from the last report.  Only expenses from the previous months meeting have been reported.
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Entertainers Hall of Fame Ceremony


Jerry Horne stated that he, Renee Borchert and Eva Marie Pierce would assist Pam Jones and Bob Purvis in coordinating the ceremony.  He asked the commission for their assistance in fundraising and getting people to the ceremony. 

Assignments were made to get addresses for the inductees.  The commission discussed the possibility of not being able to get in touch with the inductees or family.  There was concern that information could not be found on Jim Bridges. Richard Davies suggested that if an address or contact for the inductees could not be located in two weeks, then an alternate would be chosen.

The following assignments were made to assist Jerry Horne in locating the inductees or family members and acquiring memorabilia from the inductees.  Gloria Robins will assist in locating Julia Adams, K.T. Oslin, and William Warfield; Richard Davies - Skeets McDonald and Twila Paris;  Don Wright - Sara Caldwell; Jerry Horne - Jim Bridges, Bronco Billy Anderson, and Pharoah Sanders; and Jim Porter - alternates John Grisham or Art Porter Jr. 

 Bob Purvis asked the Commission and staff to assist in contacting the Chambers of Commerce of inductee hometowns to solicit in the funding of displays.  Each City will be asked to contribute $2,500.   Don Wright asked what the sponsors would get for their $2,500.  Gloria Robins stated their name would be on the program, mentioned during the ceremony, and on the display case.  Mr. Purvis stated that if the Hall of Fame gets $2,500 for underwriting four inductees and use some of the exhibit money, there should be enough money for display cases this year.  Richard Davies stated we need to proceed along those lines.  Mr. Purvis stated that the Commission needs to  approach the legislators next year for ongoing funds for the Entertainers Hall of Fame. 

Gloria Robins stated that once there is a date for the induction ceremony, Pam Weatherly of Crossett volunteered to help promote K.T. Oslin who will be receiving an award.  The local Crossett radio station has also volunteered to assist in promoting the ceremony.  They will also send a group from the area to the ceremony.  Helena is also open to the idea of contributing to the display for William Warfield.

Bob Purvis stated he would put together a letter stating the Entertainers Hall of Fame is looking for the Chambers assistance.  Maxine Miller stated she would assist Pam Weatherly with raising money from the Crossett area.  Richard Davies stated the check should be make out to the Entertainers Hall of Fame and sent to the Dept. of Parks and Tourism.  


Maxine Miller moved to authorize the Pine Bluff Convention Center to select the alternate John Grisham if a contact for Jim Bridges could not be found in two weeks.  Joel Ruminer seconded and the motion carried. 
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Richard Davies stated that as soon as all the addresses were received a letter would be sent to the Governor’s Office.  The letters will be sent to the inductees from the Governor notifying them that they will be inducted and that Jerry Horne will be contacting them for memorabilia and details of the ceremony. 


Richard Davies asked the Commissioners if they wanted the same type of ceremony as last year and to coordinate the dates with Twila Paris if possible. The Commission agreed to the same type of ceremony. Jerry Horne asked if we wanted to limit entertainment to just Twila Paris performance.  Mr. Davies stated that if she couldn’t perform that we will look at the other inductees to perform .  The Commission asked Mr. Davies to talk with the Governor regarding dates for him and his band and Twila Paris to both attend the ceremony.  

Bob Purvis stated that they were waiting on a quote for on-going maintenance for exhibits from 1220 and a local cabinetmaker to give them a bid on display cases.  He suggested using 1220 for the graphics in the displays.  Also, looking at redesigning the permanent fixture that lists all the inductees as you enter the hall of fame to one that names could be easily added each time.  He will bring back options to the next meeting.

Bob Purvis stated that if Twila Paris required a sound and light show there will be a cost involved and they would need to look for a sponsor.  Jim Porter stated that the cost was usually very minimum.  


Mr. Davies stated for audit purposes the Department of Parks and Tourism requires the approval of the Entertainers Hall of Fame Commission to contract with the Pine Bluff Convention Center to hold the ceremony in Pine Bluff and to produce and promote the ceremony.  

Jim Porter moved to hold the ceremony in Pine Bluff and have the Department contract with the Pine Bluff Convention Center to produce and promote the ceremony.  Maxine Miller seconded and the motion carried.


Jim Porter suggested Steve Stevens to host the ceremony.  The Commission asked Mr. Porter to mention it to Mr. Stevens to see if he would be willing to act as an emcee for the event.


Meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m. on April 28, 2000

