Entertainers Hall of Fame Commission

Pine Bluff, Arkansas

July 27, 1998

Commissioners Present

Jim Porter, Chairman

Bonnie Brown Ring

Maxine Miller

Kathy Wheatley

Jimmie Rogers

Don Wright

Commissioners Absent

Charles Forga

Marion Hooper

Jerome Pillow

Parks and Tourism Staff

Richard W. Davies, Executive Director

Gloria Robins, Executive Assistant

Guests

Hudson Jones, Pine Bluff CVB

Eva Marie Pearson, Pine Bluff Hall of Fame Committee

Bill Sanders, Chairman Civic Auditorium Complex Commission

Gordon Mahoney, Pine Bluff CVB

Steve Barnett, Pine Bluff CVB

Pam Jones, Pine Bluff CVB

Susie Madsen, Pine Bluff CVB

Jerry Horne, Pine Bluff Hall of Fame Committee

Renee Borchert, Pine Bluff Downtown Development

Call to Order

Chairman Jim Porter called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.  Gloria Robins called the roll.  Mr. Porter recognized the guests attending the meeting.

Presentation of the Minutes from the Previous Meetings

Commissioners Don Wright and Jimmie Rogers brought it to the attention of the Commission that the previous months minutes did not need approval, due to the fact that there wasn’t a quorum present. 

Mr. Porter noted that the March 4, 1998 minutes stated that Kathy Wheatley would be resigning from the commission.  Ms. Wheatley stated she would not be resigning.  Also the correction of Jim Horne to read Jerry Horne.  Mr. Porter also noted that in the minutes the nominees were called inductees. They should be referred to as nominees until they are inducted into the Hall of Fame.  Mr. Porter asked that the spelling of Melvin Ensley and Louis Jordan be confirmed. 

Welcome of New Board Members

Jim Porter announced the appointments of Mr. Jerome Pillow of Helena and Mrs. Marion Hooper of West Memphis to the Entertainers Hall of Fame Commission.

Entertainers Hall of Fame Reception/Ceremony Update

Bill Sanders, Chairman of the Pine Bluff Convention Center (PBCVB) welcomed the commission.  Mr. Sanders announced that Steve Arrison was no longer with the PBCVB and that Hudson Jones is the interim director.  He stated that the PBCVB and the Civic Auditorium Complex Commission gives their full support of the reception and ceremony. The City of Pine Bluff was excited to have the opportunity to host the Hall of Fame and Ceremony, and assured the commission they would make it first class and something the commission and the State of Arkansas would be proud of.  

Renee Borchert distributed the marketing timetable and tentative agenda for the reception and ceremony.   The reception and ceremony will be held on October 2 with a Champagne Reception at 7:00 p.m. and the Induction Ceremony beginning at 8:00 p.m.  Tickets for the evening, which include the reception and induction ceremony, are $25 per person and will go on sale August 15 at the Pine Bluff Convention Center Box Office.    Ticket and general information concerning the Arkansas Entertainers Hall of Fame will be available by contacting Pam Jones at 1-800-536-7660, Ext. 2146.

Ms. Borchert presented a sample of the invitation for the event.  She stated the directory would also be updated from the previous banquet and distributed in the museum and at the ceremony.  The Museum grand opening will be the evening of the reception and ceremony.  The 1220 Exhibit Company should have the exhibits ready by mid-September. 

Ms. Borchert stated that the Committee plans to ask entertainers Jerry Van Dyke and Jim Ed Brown to be master of ceremonies.  She stated that the committee was looking for other high profile presenters such as radio personalities Bob Robbins and Craig O’Neal, Pamela Smith from Channel 7, Actor Billy Bob Thornton, and Harry Thomason to assist the EHF Commissioners in presenting the awards. The Commissioners were asked for their input on presenters and entertainment for the evening.  The Governor has accepted the invitation to present the Governor’s Award to Louis Jordan if his schedule will allow him to attend.  

Mr. Porter announced that Commissioner Jimmy Driftwood passed away and would like to see him honored at the ceremony.  Bonnie Brown Ring suggested the PBCVB get in touch with Ms. Driftwood to acquire his black hat and red shirt for the museum.  

Mr. Porter suggested contacting Jimmy Driftwood’s band to perform at the reception.  Richard Davies suggested getting sponsors to assist with the expenses.  Renee Borchert stated that the Pine Bluff Entertainers Hall of Fame Committee would be selling tickets to corporate sponsors to cover the inductee’s and their families tickets and expenses.  

Ms. Borchert noted that on October 2 at 6:30 a.m. Daybreak will air from the Museum.

Don Wright moved to precede forward with the plans for the Entertainers Hall of Fame Reception and Ceremony as presented by the Pine Bluff Convention and Visitors Center.  Maxine Miller seconded and the motion passed.

Miscellaneous

Jim Porter announced that the ex-officio position on the Commission was not filled.  Mr. Porter recommended Jerry Horne be appointed to the Commission.

Kathy Wheatley moved to approve the appointment of Jerry Horne to the ex-officio position of the Entertainers Hall of Fame Commission.  Bonnie Brown Ring seconded and the motion passed.

Jim Porter suggested the Commission meet again before the Reception and Ceremony.  

Don Wright move to adjourn and Kathy Wheatley seconded and the motion carried.

