M I N U T E S

Entertainers Hall of Fame

Pine Bluff Convention Center
Pine Bluff, Arkansas

July 9, 2008
Entertainers Hall of Fame Board Members Present

Don Christian, Chairman

Marilyn Reed

Bob Mathis

Gail Robinson

Ted Mullenix

Don Wright

David Allen – By conference call

Jerry Horne, ex-officio

Entertainers Hall of Fame Board Members Absent

Kathy Wheatley 
Chuck Dodson

Steve Stephens

Ralph Myers

Guests Present

Bob Purvis, Pine Bluff Convention and Visitors Bureau

Susie Madsen, Pine Bluff Convention and Visitors Bureau

Arkansas Dept. of Parks and Tourism Staff Present

Richard W. Davies, Executive Director

Gloria Robins, Executive Assistant

Call to Order


Chairman Don Christian called the meeting to order at noon. 

New Board Member Books

Gloria Robins distributed the “New Board Member Book” requested by the Board at the May 5, 2008 meeting.  The Board members thanked Ms. Robins for the information and thought it would be very useful for current and new Board members.  Richard Davies mentioned in the book was a draft of Bylaws for the Entertainers Hall of Fame.  He asked the Board to review the Bylaws and be prepared to discuss them at the next meeting.

 Entertainers Hall of Fame Banquet


Don Christian turned the discussion over to Richard Davies.  Mr. Davies reported that Steve Arrison, Hot Springs Convention Center was still holding November 15 for the banquet contingent on the Boards decision.  Mr. Arrison has agreed to hold the Banquet on November 15 with the understanding that Pine Bluff would handle contacting inductees and collecting artifacts.  Hot Springs would withdraw the offer of 300 free banquet tickets, but would pay for all expenses associated with the banquet.  Any money left over from ticket sales after expenses would go to the Hall of Fame fund.  Parks and Tourism would contract with Hot Springs for the $10,000 to help with the banquet.  All this would be contingent on Pine Bluff and Hot Springs working out the details.  

There was a lengthy discussion over the ability to draw a large crowd.  Ted Mullenix and Bob Mathis assured the Board that they would be able to sell tickets in the Hot Springs area.  David Allen also guaranteed that he would be able to sell tickets in Northwest Arkansas. Don Christian was concerned that we were not giving Hot Springs enough time to organize the event.  Bob Purvis stated that since the display cases would not be built this year there shouldn’t be a problem having the banquet on November 15. 

Mr. Davies stated that there were three things that needed to be decided and/or voted on: 1) the Board needs to vote on the list of inductees presented by the nominating committee; 2) do we accept Steve Arrison’s proposal? 3) Can we sell the tickets necessary to help pay for the banquet?  

Don Wright moved to induct the following Arkansans into the Arkansas Entertainers Hall of Fame:  Joe Nichols, Sonny Boy Williamson, The Wilburn Brothers, Wayne Jackson, Ed Wilson, Charles Pierce, Ronnie Hawkins and Tess Harper.  Marilyn Reed seconded the motion and the motion carried.  


Ted Mullenix moved to accept Hot Springs’ proposal to hold the banquet on November 15, 2008, contingent on the availability of the inductees.  If several of the inductees are not available, Pine Bluff and Hot Springs will make the call to cancel the banquet.  The Department will contract with Hot Springs for the $10,000 to coordinate the banquet with the first $5,000 in ticket sales for the ceremony will be repaid to the Department, and the Department and the Hot Springs Convention Center splitting ticket receipts 50/50 thereafter until the $10,000 is paid back and any excess funds will go the Entertainers Hall of Fame fund.   Bob Mathis seconded and the motion carried.
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