M I N U T E S

Entertainers Hall of Fame

Pine Bluff Convention Center

Pine Bluff, Arkansas

March 10, 2000

Entertainers Hall of Fame Commissioners Present

Don Wright, Chairman

Don Christian

Angela Griffith

Kathy Wheatley

Jimmie Rogers

Maxine Miller

Jerry Horne, ex-officio

Entertainers Hall of Fame Commissioners Absent

Jerome Pillow

Joel Ruminer

Jim Porter

Guests Present

Pam Jones, Pine Bluff Convention and Visitors Bureau

Bob Purvis, Pine Bluff Convention and Visitors Bureau

Arkansas Dept. of Parks and Tourism Staff Present

Richard W. Davies, Executive Director

Gloria Robins, Executive Assistant

Call to Order


Chairman Don Wright called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  Gloria Robins called the roll.  Don Wright welcomed Don Christian and Angela Griffith to the Commission.

Presentation of the Minutes


Maxine Miller moved to approve the minutes from the October 15, 1999 meeting.  Kathy Wheatley seconded and the motion carried.
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Financial Report

Richard W. Davies gave a brief history of the Entertainers Hall of Fame (EHF) to the new commissioners.  He stated that in 1997 the Legislature took the balance of the Arkansas Entertainers Hall of Fame Fund of approximately $300,000 and gave it to the Arkansas Dept. of Parks and Tourism to create a Hall of Fame.  Parks and Tourism is the banker of the funds and the EHF Board makes the decision on how to spend the funds.  The State Parks, Recreation and Travel Commission (SPRTC) establishes policy for the Hall of Fame.  Of the initial $300,000, the Commission pledged $250,000 for exhibitory for a city to establish a home for the Hall of Fame.  The SPRTC appropriated $50,000  banquet expenses, and  $10,000 a year or over the next five banquets with portions of that to be repaid from ticket sales to keep the program going.   

 Mr. Davies reported the ending cash balance as of March 31 is $92,018.  Of  the original balance of $250,000 allotted for exhibits, $225,772 was spent bringing the balance to $24,000 that is available for exhibits under the original deal.  The rest of the funds are used for paying meeting expenses and banquet expenses.  He explained how Pine Bluff was selected to establish the Hall of Fame.  Pine Bluff agreed to contribute $5,000 towards the banquet if they were also chosen to be hosts for the banquet bringing the total to $15,000.   A portion of the ticket sales for the banquet will also go back to the Hall of Fame account.  

Don Wright asked how the board was operating financially as far as the number of awards the Board can afford to give out each year.  Mr. Davies stated it would depend on the amount of money the Board spends on exhibits.  The exhibits should also be a consideration when determining the number of inductees.   

Hall of Fame Commission Awards Ceremony

Bob Purvis distributed a copy of the income statement from the 1998 Entertainers Hall of Fame ceremony. The 1998 kickoff ceremony was very lavish and cost approximately $35,000. Mr. Purvis suggested the 2000 ceremony be a luncheon, to hold the cost down on production of the program, and ask one or two of the inductees to provide entertainment.  He mentioned the Commission was not obligated to hold the ceremony in Pine Bluff, but if held in Pine Bluff the Convention and Visitors Bureau would contribute $5,000.  Mr. Purvis asked the Board what type of ceremony they would like to see for 2000. 

Don Wright asked if the ceremony would have the appeal to sell tickets or get sponsors.  If not, then maybe it needs to be a luncheon.   Presentations for six or seven nominees could be very expensive.  

Maxine Miller suggested having a country music singer or jazz performer with Arkansas connections to draw a crowd that would donate proceeds to the Hall of Fame. Bob Purvis stated there are always hidden costs and a sponsor would need to be found to cover these costs. 
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Richard Davies stated that the exhibit and banquet issues are going to be determined by finances.  Bob Purvis distributed a copy of the estimates for the exhibits from 1220 Exhibits.  A case 6’ long would cost $5,800, which would hold 5 people per case.   For this year it would take a round 12 feet of exhibit space and with the cost of the case, displays and whatever artifacts and memorabilia would cost approximately $25,000.

Mr. Davies stated the question before the Board is do you want to work with the existing resources to have a banquet, spend money to some extent on the exhibits one more time, or raise money by having home towns sponsor the inductee from there area.   

Don Wright stated that everyone on the board is fairly new as to what the initial dream was for the Hall of Fame.   He asked what was the on going obligation of the Pine Bluff Convention Center, Pine Bluff and the Department of Parks and Tourism. Mr. Davies stated  that originally money was appropriated for a freestanding building.  The first year a very elaborate banquet was held in Little Rock and thousands of dollars was spent.  The Legislature thought the project was important, but wasn’t going any where and basically Parks and Tourism was given the $350,000 that was left and said find a home for the Entertainers Hall of Fame.  The bid process stated that the host-city would work with the Board and would be responsible for establishing the Entertainers Hall of Fame to be self-reliant.  The SPRTC was afraid that if the money were given away all at once the EHF would go away.   

Richard Davies stated the Board is faced with the situation of having to raise the money or getting more from the legislature for exhibits and banquets to keep it going.  

Funding of the Hall of Fame would not be going to the City of  Pine Bluff, but to the state’s Hall of Fame. The Board needs to get organized and by conducting two successful ceremonies, the board can prove the money is being well spent on the success of the Entertainers Hall of Fame.  It would be a good idea to raise money to show that the Board is not just asking for money. 

Bob Purvis stated that the Pine Bluff Convention Center is obligated for $5,000 for the ceremony and maintains and staffs the Hall of Fame.  He would like to continue this partnership with the Board.  

Jerry Horne stated that he would like to see the commission raise funds to put on another ceremony that would be impressive to the people attending and the inductees.  The Board’s goal is to support it financial by raising funds.  

Bob Purvis suggested asking the support of the cities of inductees to help sponsor the exhibit.  The Commission agreed asking the cities $2,500 to sponsor their inductees exhibit. 

The sponsors will be recognized at the ceremony, on the program, and mentioned in the exhibit case.
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Entertainers Hall of Fame Inductees

Kathy Wheatley reported on the committee’s recommendations for inductees into the Entertainers Hall of Fame.  The Commission voted to induct the following entertainers:

PERFORMING: (music, acting, dancing)

Julie Adams

K.T. Oslin      

NON-PERFORMING: (writing, directing, producing, etc.)

Jim Bridges   

Sara Caldwell

William Grant Still (Alternate)

John Grisham (Alternate)

POSTHUMOUS:

Skeets McDonald          
Bronco Billy Anderson  

Art Porter Jr.   (Alternate)              

PIONEER (Still living entertainer with Arkansas connections who was an early innovator in the entertainment field.)

Pharoah Sanders 

William Warfield     
Lonnie Glosson     (Alternate)   

GOVERNOR’S AWARD:  
Twila Paris

Pam mentioned that there were already artifacts on Twila Paris and K.T. Oslin in the exhibit, which should save on funds.  

Don Wright mentioned his son Mark Wright was inducted last year and has offered his service in getting entertainment at no cost for the ceremony.  Also, his son knows K.T. Oslin and could possibly get her to perform.  

Kathy Wheatley moved to approve the recommendation of the Inductee Selection Committee.  Maxine Miller seconded and the motion carried.
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Don Wright suggested picking a date for the ceremony.  Richard Davies suggested that the Board give the Pine Bluff Convention Center time to look at the logistics of the displays and the entertainer’s schedules before a date is set.  Mr. Wright suggested a formal notification should be sent.  Mr. Davies suggested getting addresses to notify the inductees and in the meantime do exhibit homework.  Mr. Wright asked if the convention center had a time frame available.   Bob Purvis stated that depending on the size of the ceremony different areas of the convention center could be used.  The Board agreed to use the same format used at the last ceremony.  Mr. Purvis stated he would have suggested dates for the ceremony at the next board meeting.   Jerry Horne asked to send artifacts and/or to entertain at the ceremony be mentioned in the letter of notification.

Don Wright asked Pam Jones to notify the inductees by letters from the Commission and the Governor.  Richard Davies suggested mentioning in the letter that Jerry Horne would be contacting them regarding artifacts. 

Don Wright suggested that the Commission attend the ceremony in full force.   Gloria Robins with the Department of Parks and Tourism will be the coordinator to keep the Commission up-to-date.

Miscellaneous

Commission will meet in Little Rock on April 28 at 1:00 p.m. at the Arkansas Hospitality Association.  

Maxine Miller asked if there were plans for signs directing tourist to the Entertainers Hall of Fame in Pine Bluff along the interstate.  Bob Purvis stated there is an on-going effort to get the signs directing tourist and visitors to the Convention Center and the Entertainers Hall of Fame because of the new highway by passing the city.

Angela Griffith moved to adjourn at 11:30 a.m. on March 10, 2000.  Don Christian seconded and the motion carried.

