M I N U T E S

Entertainers Hall of Fame

Arkansas Hospitality Association
Little Rock, Arkansas

May 5, 2008
Entertainers Hall of Fame Board Members Present

Don Christian, Chairman

Marilyn Reed

Chuck Dodson

Steve Stephens

Ralph Myers

Bob Mathis

Gail Robinson

David Allen – By conference call

Entertainers Hall of Fame Board Members Absent

Ted Mullenix

Don Wright

Kathy Wheatley

Jerry Horne, ex-officio

Guests Present

Bob Purvis, Pine Bluff Convention and Visitors Bureau

Susie Madsen, Pine Bluff Convention and Visitors Bureau

Arkansas Dept. of Parks and Tourism Staff Present

Richard W. Davies, Executive Director

Gloria Robins, Executive Assistant

Call to Order


Chairman Don Christian called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. Gloria Robins called the roll.  

Minutes


Chuck Dodson moved to approve the minutes from the May 16, 2008 meeting.  Marilyn Reed seconded and the motion carried.

Selection of Inductees Committee Report
Chuck Dodson reported that Don Wright had contacted him regarding the nomination of Joe Nichols.  Mark Wright, President of Universal Records South (a previous inductee) has signed Joe Nichols and assured Don Wright that Mr. Nichols would attend and perform.  Mark Wright said he would also attend. 

Mr. Dodson also nominated Sonny Boy Williams and the Wilburn Brothers.  He said he felt he could get Steven Seagal to attend and sing a few of the Wilburn Brothers hits.  

David Allen by conference call nominated Charles Pierce director of the Legend of Boggie Creek, Tess Harper - he felt Billy Bob Thornton (a previous inductee) would attend and present the award, Ronnie Hawkins, Josh Lucas, Marty Stouffer, and Jay Russell who directed My Dog Skip, Water Horse and Ladder 49.  
Steve Stephens was asked by Harry Thomason to nominate Charles Pierce.   He also nominated Amy Lee with Evanescence and Ed Wilson.  

Don Christian nominated Wayne Jackson from east Arkansas. Wayne Jackson has played on the stage with Aretha Franklin, Sting, Tanya Tucker, Elvis Presley, U2, Peter Gabriel, Willie Nelson, Billy Joel, Otis Redding, Stephen Stills, Rod Stewart, The Doobie Brothers, Marty Robbins, Joe Cocker, Jimmy Buffett, and Robert Cray.
Marilyn Reed mentioned that 9 awards were too many and it needs to be entertaining.   The name value helps in selling tickets.  She also suggested when contacted if they can’t come this year they should be asked if they could do it the following year.  

Don Christian stated we need five good performers and presenters, and the inductees must have the ability to entertain and strong Arkansas roots.

Chuck Dodson stated that Mark Wright said he would like to say a few words about Ed Wilson.

The Board came up with the final list of nominees. Nominees, or musicians to honor the nominees, will be contacted by Board members to see if they were interested and would be able to attend and perform.  Chuck Dodson asked that the Board members assigned to contact the nominees get the information to Gloria Robins by May 21st.  

Joe Nichols – Don Wright has confirmed
Tess Harper – David Allen
Amy Lee – Steve Stephens
Sonny Boy Williams – Chuck Dodson
Wilburn Brothers – Chuck Dodson
Ronnie Hawkins – Levon Helms – Susie Madsen
Charles Pierce – Steve Stephens
Ed Wilson – Steve Stephens
Wayne Jackson - Don Christian
Josh Lucas – David Allen
Alternate nominees include:  Jay Russell, Lisa Blount, Frank Bonner, and Marty Stouffer.
The Board recommended waiting until all inductees are final before sending a letter to past inductees inviting them to attend.  They would be more likely to attend if they knew who was being inducted.  They would be asked if they would like to perform. 

Miscellaneous

Steve Stephens moved to ask the Chairman to appoint a subcommittee to produce a Board Member’s Manuel outlining the Entertainers Hall of Fame History, mission, names, phone numbers and addresses of board members, criteria for selecting nominee’s to the Hall of Fame, and any other information that would be helpful to present and  future board members.   Bob Mathis seconded and the motion carried.

Chairman Don Christian appointed Bob Mathis, Marilyn Reed, Gloria Robins and Susie Madsen to serve on the committee.  

Richard Davies stated that Gloria Robins was currently writing By Laws for the Board and would have a final copy at the next meeting.  
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