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CJRW  Staff Present

Karen Mullikin

Shelby Woods

Wayne Woods

Carrie Orahood
Aristotle Staff Present
Jonathan Eudy
Guests Present

Kathy Holt, Governor’s Office Liaison

Dr. Ruth Hawkins, Arkansas State University, Jonesboro
Paula Miles, Arkansas Delta Byways, Jonesboro
Frank Fogleman, Mayor of Marion

Sara Beth Christian, West Memphis Advertising and Promotion

Bryan Jackson, Marion City Council

Kay Brockwell, Director, Marion County Office of Economic Development

Ward Wimbish, Director, City of West Memphis Office of Economic Development

Call to Order


Steve Arrison, Vice Chairman, called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. and Gloria Robins called the roll.

Approval of the Agenda


Montine McNulty moved to approve the agenda.  Jim Shamburger seconded and the motion carried.

Presentation of Minutes from Previous Meeting


Wade Williams moved to approve the Minutes.  Montine McNulty seconded and the motion carried.

Recognition of Guests


Vice Chairman Steve Arrison recognized and welcomed guests in attendance.
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Financial Report


Cynthia Dunlap presented the financial report for the FY2008 period ended September 30, 2007.  Expenditures for the year so far were:  Parks Division, $17,428,092, including construction and grants; Tourism Division, $2,932,508; Keep Arkansas Beautiful, $$87,475; Administration Division, $758,822; and History Commission, $462,460.  Expenditures for the Department totaled $21,679,357.  FY2008 operating revenue for the Park Division totaled $8,862,843, an increase of 12% over the same period in FY2007.



Ness Sechrest moved to approve the Financial Report as


presented.  Debbie Haak seconded and the motion carried.


Cynthia Dunlap announced that a new comptroller had been hired – Shirley Manning.  She comes to the Department from DF&A and also has experience with the City of Little Rock.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Legislative Committee Meeting in Wynne

Richard Davies reported that the Agriculture, Forestry and Economic Development Legislative Committee would meet at Wynne on October 30-31.  From talking to Co-Chairman Senator Jim Luker, the meeting will include a tour of Village Creek and Parkin on the 30th.  
Civil War Sesquicentennial Commission


Richard Davies stated that he serves on the Arkansas Civil War Sesquicentennial Commission, with events scheduled to start in 2011.  The Commission is made up of members from across the state.  It is expected by 2011 there will be a nationwide educational promotion of the Civil War and many events are being planned.  There is no appropriation for the Commission yet.  There was a similar Commission for the Civil War Centennial.

Kay Brockwell, Director, Marion Economic Development


Richard Davies introduced Kay Brockwell, Director of the Marion County Economic Development Council.  Ms. Brockwell presented information on a project that could have a major economic impact on the area.  She said it would bring 400,000 visitors to Arkansas and would bring in over a half million dollars.   She stated that the 
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Mid-South Fair had been in Memphis for 151 years, and 38 years at its current location at the Mid-South fairgrounds.  She stated that they are losing their lease.  The City of Memphis is redeveloping the fairground complex and the fair has no place to go.  There are three locations that are being considered – one is at Millington, Tennessee, at the old naval air station property; one is at Tunica, Mississippi, in an area on the east side of the highway across from the Visitor Information Center, and the other is at Marion, Arkansas.  The area in Marion offers 150 acres with good access.  The Mid-South Fair brings big name entertainment, all kinds of special events, and the largest livestock show in the South, with entries from seventeen states.  In the new location, they want to create a year-round event center with meeting exhibition space, a small arena, convention center, and plenty of parking.  Essentially, they want something along the lines of what is at the Arkansas State Fairgrounds.  This will take a local and state investment of about three million dollars to purchase land, to build the infrastructure that is necessary, and to build an entrance road.  The state sales taxes from the fair district alone would be $575,000, with a $20-30 million overall impact.  The local taxes (county, city, as well as local advertising and promotion taxes) would be $400,000.  That does not include the taxes from other events throughout the year.  The goal would be to schedule events a minimum of two weekends a month.  

Ms. Brockwell stated that she was asking for the support of the Commission.  Montine McNulty asked for the proposal deadline.  Ms. Brockwell stated that a proposal must be given to the Fair Board early next year.  2008 is the last year that the fair can be held at the current fairgrounds.  They must be at a new location by 2009.  


Richard Davies asked if the fair would be a public or private facility and was consideration given to selling bonds to finance it.  Ms. Brockwell stated that those were things that were being discussed.  She said she thought the fairgrounds would want to have control of the facility, and revenues generated, putting net revenues back into it for improvements.  It will be set up as a public-private partnership.  Ness Sechrest asked who would make the decision.  Ms. Brockwell replied that the fair board would make all decisions.  Mr. Sechrest asked if the board is all Tennessee people.  Ms. Brockwell replied that it was not, the majority of the board members are from Tennessee.  She stated that Jim Rout, the former mayor of Shelby County, Tennessee, is the CEO of the fair and, as such, has a seat on the fair board.  Right now there is a long-range planning committee that is looking at the project.  They will, in turn, make a recommendation to the seventeen-member executive committee, which is the group that technically runs the fair.  There are then two very large boards made up of about 50 members each. One is the Fair Board.  The Fair Board is made up of people who are involved because of their relationship with some organization that has interest in the Fair.  There are about 15 to 20 
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people from Arkansas in this group.  The other Board is made up of people who are political appointments.  Ms. Brockwell said she thought that because of access Arkansas and Mississippi would be the top contenders for the Fair.  She also feels that Mississippi would probably be in a position to offer more funding than Arkansas.  


Richard Davies asked if it would be helpful for a resolution of support from the Commission.  She stated that that would be extremely helpful. 


Ness Sechrest moved to approve a Commission Resolution in support for the Mid-South Fair to be held at Marion, Arkansas. Debbie Haak seconded and the motion carried.            
West Memphis Advertising and Promotion Commission


Ward Wimbish, Director of the City of West Memphis Office of Economic Development, welcomed the Commission and staff to West Memphis.  He reported that the City of West Memphis had a very solid growth in tourism dollars over the past year due to hotel, motel and restaurant sales.  He stated that next year they expected to see even more economic growth from motel chains that are coming to West Memphis.  This would increase the number of rooms by over 11%.  They would be the type of hotel rooms that cater to families, with interior hallways.  Right now there are 21 hotels and motels in West Memphis and only four have interior hallways.  These hotels are located on sites that have ten acres surrounding them that offer space for retail outlets.  This year so far there is over 20,000 sq. ft. of new retail space, which is up from zero last year, and that is expected to continue next year.  He stated that they see this as being driven by activity in Memphis.  He stated that Sara Beth Christian and the A & P Commission have done a great job in getting people to and from downtown Memphis.  The City of West Memphis has taken advantage of shows, etc. in Memphis.  A bus runs by every motel in West Memphis and takes people to and from events in Memphis.  


Mr. Wimbish extended an invitation to the Commission and staff to attend the celebration at Poncho’s the original site of the historical Plantation Inn on Thursday night.  
Miscellaneous


Richard Davies spoke briefly again about the issue of encapsulated marina flotation devices.  He asked Montine McNulty to give an update.  She stated that The Corps of Engineers had written letters to marinas in the Little Rock Corps of Engineers District stating that these encapsulated marinas must be in place by the year 2017.  She stated that this will have a huge financial impact on marina owners who haven’t complied 
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and it is a serious issue.  Bill Barnes said initially no marina operators were asked for input and this would cause a serious financial strain on them.  He also emphasized that the Colonel made the decision the day he left the district.  Mr. Davies asked if there was anything the Commission could do.  Ms. McNulty asked that letters be written.  She also said that they would be planning a trip to Washington, DC to speak on this issue.  She stated that there was a better way to go about this.  

Richard Davies called on Bill Barnes to give a report about the position that the Vicksburg Corps of Engineers District had taken. Bill Barnes stated that they had learned Monday that because of budget problems, the Corps would be closing every campground except one on all of the Corps lakes in the Vicksburg District two weeks early this fall and not re-open until May, 2008.  He stated that he learned about it Monday.  Mr. Davies said he only learned about it on Thursday morning.  He stated that this would have a tremendous impact on the state. Mr. Davies suggested that research be done on the number of campers in the Vicksburg District during this period and get an estimate of what this is costing the State of Arkansas and send a letter to the Corps along with letters to the Congressional delegation.  


Debbie Haak moved to approve the staff investigate and determine the financial impact of closing Corps campgrounds early so the Corps and the Congressional delegation can be apprised of the financial impact to the State. Montine McNulty seconded and the motion carried.


Richard Davies suggested that a letter be sent to the Little Rock District, Corps of Engineers, regarding the encapsulated marina issue and a letter be sent to the Vicksburg District, Corps of Engineers, regarding the closing of campgrounds, and that both letters be sent to the Congressional delegation.

Bill Barnes gave a short presentation of a commercial done by Triumph Boat Company that was shot at Mountain Harbor.  

PARKS DIVISION
Renewal of Grant Partnership Agreements – Arkansas Press Association and Arkansas Broadcasters Association


Greg Butts presented the Arkansas Press Association (APA) and the Arkansas Broadcasters Association (ABA) the grant partnership programs with Arkansas State Parks for 2007-2008.  The current contract with the APA runs through October 23 and the current contract with the ABA runs through October 31.  State parks contribution will remain at $75,000 for each program.  TV and radio stations throughout Arkansas will 
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contribute at least $300,000 of in-state TV and radio coverage for the state parks system.  The grant partnership program with the ABA began in 1987 and has continued for 20 consecutive years.      

Ness Sechrest moved to continue the grant partnership program with the Arkansas Broadcasters Association for 2007-2008.  Jim Gaston seconded and the motion carried.


The grant partnership program with the APA began in 1988.  In this grant partnership, member newspapers double our $75,000 to approximately $150,000 in advertising with their contribution of one free ad space for every paid ad in this one-for-one advertising program.   

Wade Williams moved to continue the grant partnership program with the Arkansas Press Association for 2007-2008.  Jim Shamburger seconded and the motion carried.

Queen Wilhelmina State Park – Southern Belle Depot


Greg Butts presented a letter from Freddy Everich and Sharee Boyd offering to sell the Southern Belle Depot building and miniature golf course to Arkansas State Parks for $165,000.  Mr. Everich and Ms. Boyd would retain the tunnel, train, track and the furnishings inside the store minus the ice cream bar.  At the present time they are interested in pursuing other business interests.  They would continue to operate the train until they have found a reputable buyer that the state approves of, unless the buyer wants to remove the train and track to a different location.  The Park staff reviewed this offer and recommend that the Commission decline the offer to buy the Southern Belle Depot building and miniature golf course.

Jim Shamburger moved that State Parks decline the offer by Freddy Everich and Sharee Boyd to purchase the Southern Belle Depot building and miniature golf course for $165,000.  Debbie Haak seconded and the motion carried.

Parkin Archeological State Park – Proposed Acquisition


Stan Graves presented a letter from Connie Gardner, Real Estate Officer, stating that Parkin Archeological State Park has requested and received Arkansas Natural Cultural Resources Council (ANCRC FY07) funding to construct an employee residence.  Following the design of the residence, Arkansas State Parks advertised and received only 
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two bids for construction.  Due to soil conditions which require “post tension slab” construction, both bids were in excess of $310,000 and were consequently rejected.  In September, the Arkansas State Parks staff located and toured a residence located approximately ½ mile from the park that is for sale for $185,000.  Staff is requesting a scope change on the ANCRC FY07 Grant award funding to purchase this property using ANCRC FY07 funds, saving $125,000 over the contract construction bid.
Debbie Haak moved to approve a scope change on the ANCRC FY07 Grant award funding be approved to purchase a house on Lots 1, 5 and 6, McDermott Subdivision, Cross County, Parkin, Arkansas, for $185,000.  Mike Mills seconded and the motion carried. 
Crater of Diamonds State Park – Removal of Storage Buildings and Well House

Stan Graves noted that at the Commission meeting on August 16-17, 2007, the Commission approved the removal of a deteriorated duplex residence at Crater of Diamonds State Park.  Three additional outbuildings – Structure 11.02, AASIS 120002188, Structure 11.03, AASIS 120002189, and Structure 11.05, AASIS 120002439 -- are associated with this residence and are in need of removal.  In addition to the deteriorated condition of these buildings, the area is to be developed for a much needed overflow parking location.  The structures will be removed by park/regional and force account staff.

Ness Sechrest moved to approve three outbuildings – Structure 11.02, AASIS 120002188, Structure 11.03, AASIS 120002189, and Structure 11.05, AASIS 120002439 – be removed from inventory.  Debbie Haak seconded and the motion carried.

Village Creek State Park – Village Creek Resort (VCR)Plan Update


Greg Butts noted that on Wednesday afternoon a Parks Committee meeting was held at which time they reviewed preliminary concepts and drawings for Village Creek Resort.  As a result of this meeting, the committee has a variety of recommendations.  The pro shop area is deficient by about 400 square feet of HVAC space in order to meet the requirements of the Natural State Golf Trail criteria.  Those specifications are a part of the agreement with VCR.  The pro shop is a little small, plus there is a need for more dining space.  The men’s restroom may be too small and there is a question about shower space.  Also, the golf course must have a restroom on the course in additional to the club house and a second one must be provided in 24 months after being selected for the “trail.”  In the villas, 10% of each room type must meet ADA specifications.  The queen versions were 50-100 sq. ft. too small and had room for only one chair.  There also needs to be space for a small refrigerator.  There was also some discussion about door sizes.  
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Parking was also discussed.  As land space is limited for parking, Mr. Enderle had suggested using golf carts to transport visitors to the villas.  Other suggestions included a covered arrival/drop off point, ballroom space seems to be too small, and it was suggested that an outdoor dining area with ceiling fans would be appropriate.  Debbie Barnes made suggestions for the spa/fitness facility.  She suggested that the manicure/pedicure areas be combined since there is equipment that allows for one space.  Also the relaxation room might be too large and there is a need for two separate treatment rooms that would have multi-use capabilities.  Mr. Butts thanked Mrs. Barnes for her suggestions. There were no specifications on the pool, but an indoor pool would help extend use seasons.  The committee also emphasized the mosquito problem and the impact it would have on any outdoor facility/activity plan (ex.: hot tubs).  Mr. Butts reminded the Commission that, as plan review deadlines may fall between Commission meetings, the Parks Committee would have the authority to review plans and make decisions between meetings if necessary.

Mr. Butts also stated that Marcel Hanzlik had informed his office that memberships were being sold.  Mr. Butts reminded Mr. Enderle that stated on the contract, rates must be reviewed and approved in advance by the Commission.  More information will be available for the next month’s Commission meeting.  Mr. Butts stated that VCR has the authority to charge rates that are comparable with other facilities, but he said that he did not feel comfortable with approving rates at this time since he has only just received them.  He asked for comments and suggestions from Commissioners.  


Wade Williams asked what would be cut if funds were not available for the whole project.  Mr. Butts commented that there is no way of knowing if funds would be sufficient since there have been no bids let on the remaining planned resort improvements.  The maintenance building is the only portion of the project that has been bid.

Bob Knight moved to have staff draft a letter to Brant Enderle in strong terms expressing the Commission’s position regarding its authority.  Jim Gaston seconded and the motion carried.

Millwood State Park – Lake Update


Stan Graves presented a power point program that Commissioner Haak and others saw concerning environmental problems with Millwood Lake.  A focus group was formed and this information was presented at the meeting of concerned citizens, legislators, state and federal agencies.  Mr. Graves stated that the problem is Millwood Lake’s water supply and flood storage capacity has been significantly and rapidly reduced due to the accumulation of sediment and the proliferation of aquatic plants.  
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Sedimentation and vegetation have stressed water handling equipment and adversely impacted the region’s economy.  Floating mats of vegetation break loose during high water and knock river channel markers loose, impeding the navigation.  As a result, the Paraloma Park Boat Ramp has closed because the lake is only 3 ½ feet deep.    Sedimentation is 3-4 decades ahead of the 1966 Corps of Engineers projection.  Millwood is 41 years into its 100-year life, but siltation at 70%+ is far ahead of schedule. 

Millwood Lake will not survive 25 years and a watershed study is needed quickly.  
Capital Improvement Proejct Quarterly Report


Stan Graves called attention to the Capital Improvement Project Quarterly Report.  He stated that $71.9 million dollars in projects have been completed.
Miscellaneous


Greg Butts called attention to a news release on a large diamond found at the Crater of Diamonds State Park.  He also called attention to a newspaper article from the Helena Daily World on Buck Island, proposed as a state park and game management area.  He also passed around a nice article on the re-opening of Lake Fort Smith State Park.
TOURISM DIVISION
Communications Section 

          Jana Greenbaum reported the Southeast Outdoor Press Association held its annual convention in North Little Rock October 2-7. Seven outdoor writers/photographers took advantage of state-sponsored familiarization tours in Arkansas. The Caribbean chapter of the Society of American Travel Writers will hold its annual conference in Little Rock June 2-6, 2008. Both of these groups are expected to generate positive publicity for tourism in Arkansas.

         The department’s chief photographer, Chuck Haralson, acted as the event photographer for the Little Rock Nine during the recent dedication ceremonies for the Central High visitor center and related events. Images have been made available to media throughout the country via the department’s media site – www.Arkansasmediaroom.com

        Representatives from www.Geocaching.com, the international Web site that posts all coordinates related to geocaching, will be in Arkansas Oct.30- Nov.2 to audit the state’s geocaching program as a possible model for commercial geocaching projects in the future
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Research & Information Services Section 

Joanne Hinson stated the Research & Information Services Section processed 39,666 requests for information during September 2007, a decrease of 30.9% from September 2006. The year-to-date total is 448,843 (7.7% above the same period last year).
Ms. Hinson stated the Mail Conversion Study and Online Conversion study are still in progress. The fall foliage updates started September 27th, and will continue throughout the fall color season.
Ms. Hinson reported Arkansas State Welcome Center visitation was 70,228 in September, down 6.7% from September 2006.  January – September visitation is 674,471, down 2.3%. 
Eighteen Managers and Travel Consultants participated in the Fall Arkansas State Welcome Center FAM Tour, held the week of September 23-28 in the Ozark Gateway and Ozark Mountain Regions. The Tourism Division was represented at the SEOPA booth on October 5th and at the Arkansas State Fair October 12-20. Fred Fahlsing, Travel Consultant at the Bentonville Welcome Center, passed his Certified Travel Counselor Examination. The Blytheville Welcome Center construction has begun, causing visitation numbers to decline.
Tourism Development Section 


Nancy Clark reported that Ruth Hawkins wanted to acknowledge the help given by Parks and Tourism personnel at the grand opening at Lakeport Plantation. Ms. Clark continued by saying 600 people were served lunch at the Lakeport Plantation grand opening.

Ms. Clark reported that Tourism had a booth at the Arkansas Hospitality Association Annual Tradeshow and gave an update on the 2008 Spring/Summer Calendar of Events. Donna Perrin was invited to be a judge at the 3rd Annual Keo Fall Daze.  Ms. Perrin also attended the festival and took photos for the file. All regions have made their monthly reports.


Ms. Clark stated one of Tourism Development’s biggest projects of September was to compile the rules and regulations for the competitive $35,000 Festivals Grant. The money is available for capital improvements.
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Group Travel Section 

Nancy Clark reported that it will be a busy season for Group Travel. There are eight trips involving six shows lined-up from November 2nd – December 2nd. Mindy Hawes and Amber Garrett held a group travel workshop in Randolph County. Phase II of the Carp FAM tour (September 16th – 26th) with Martin Founds and John Wilson was successfully completed. Popular destinations included Lake Chicot State Park and The Elms Plantation in Altheimer. Anglers World Holidays is expected to start booking fishermen soon. Ms. Clark showed enlarged laminated copies of UK magazine covers featuring the carp fishing trip in Arkansas.

Internet/Stats
Jonathan Eudy reported visitors to Arkansas.com in the month of September (excluding robots and web crawlers) were approximately 461,410, compared to the same time in September 2006 (415,280). In September 2007, Web site visitors increased 11.13% compared to September 2006. There was a 20.7% increase year to date of approximately 4,318,910 visitors to the Web site, with most visitors being from Arkansas, Texas, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Missouri, Illinois, California, and Florida. 

Printer friendly tracking increased 71.1% from 232,543 in September 2006 to 397,909 September of this year. Year to date has increased 35.1% (3,643,259). Send to a friend has only increased 0.4% year to date. There were 350,977 visitors to the ALD Exit Link to Members Web site in September, with a year to date increase of 99.9% in the number of visitors to 3,593,481. The Hot Deals visitor number for the month of September was 25,150, and there were 181,286 visitors year to date for an increase of 65.4%.

Web Statistics

Mr. Eudy updated the Commission on the Web statistics for visitor sessions in the month of September. Total impressions 800,000 resulting in 15,790 click-throughs at a cost of $11,389.63 (cost-per-click $0.72) resulting in 39 inquiries (vacation kit requests); the overall remaining budget for keyword buys $94,942.55.

Hitwise

Mr. Eudy stated, according to Hitwise, Arkansas is in the top 1 percentile for all categories, top 3 percentile for the travel category, and top 2 percentile for the Travel-Destinations and Accommodations category. Arkansas ranks number 1 in all contiguous state tourism sites for the month of September with a market share of 32.85%, and the 
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nearest competitor was Tennessee with a market share of 24.01%. Arkansas ranked 2nd of the 50 State Tourism Sites (Michigan ranked higher), with 6.16% share of the market. Louisiana and Virginia launched new Web sites. 

Mr. Eudy reported 57.03% of the Web site users in Arkansas are female, comparable to the 55.37% in Michigan. Michigan, at 23.23%, has higher numbers of Web site users between the ages of 35-44 than does Arkansas, at 14%; however, Arkansas, at 28.5%, has the higher numbers of Web site users between the ages of 45-54 than Michigan’s 20.41%. This causes the household income of the visitors who visit the Arkansas.com Web site to be higher than Michigan’s. 63.81% of the Web site’s traffic comes from outside the state of Arkansas compared to Michigan’s 28.89%. 

E-newsletter
The E-newsletter has been redesigned in the hopes of increasing the number of readers. September’s top downloads were Heritage and Civil Rights Pathways in Arkansas at 6,940 and Motorcycle Adventures, Let’s Ride at 2,890. Streaming video Spanish translations did well at 941 and a total of 952,570 clicks to view Spanish translations so far in 2007.

Products 
Mr. Eudy reported areas of the Web site have been updated including link locations. A fall color link has been added. The RSS Feed page is currently being redone to make it more self explanatory.

Advertising/Marketing 

Revised 2008 Spring/Summer Creative & Media Buy Recommendations

Carrie Orahood from Cranford Johnson Robinson Woods (CJRW) presented revised print ads to the Commission. The call to action was enlarged 2 point sizes for the Consumer Campaign and for all ads across the board. The headline for the Reunion Ad was revised as was the call to action. In the Meetings and Convention Ad, a photograph of the Arkansas River and Little Rock was inserted in lieu of the Mt. Magazine photo. Wade Williams requested an explanation as to why Mt. Magazine was replaced by the Arkansas River photo. Karen Mullikin answered that the photo was actually showing the Clinton Presidential Center, a meeting venue, with a riverboat moving down the river in front of it. Mr. Williams asked why the photographs were too focused on Little Rock and detracted interest from the rest of the state. Ms. Mullikin stated that Hot Springs 
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Convention Center and Rogers were also pictured. The headline was revised in the Newcomers Ad. The Arkansas Tour Guide revision involved replacing an animal photograph with a northwest Arkansas shopping picture. 


            CJRW presented a revised sixty (60) second television spot explaining that a voiceover of a boy was spaced farther from a shot of a vineyard so that it did not appear that the youth was talking about visiting it.
 
            Ms. Orahood stated the thirty (30) second Trail of Holiday Lights TBA spot begins running the week of Thanksgiving and ends after Christmas.  Karen Mullikin presented the thirty (30) second television spot for the Trail of Holiday Lights 
 
              Mike Mills moved to approve the Trail of Holiday Lights thirty
      (30) second television spot. Debbie Haak seconded and the motion 
      carried.

Jim Shamburger brought up a point from the recent marketing committee meeting: He felt the captioning advertises specific facilities through tax payer dollars. More discussion followed between Commission members with the main emphasis that the intent of the ad is to let the public know that Arkansas has a variety of interesting meeting places all over the state.  Joe David Rice stated that due to the concern over the original captioning in question, it will be changed to read, “Convention Center in Rogers” Mr. Williams stated it needed to be done in Hot Springs as well. 
 
When Bill Barnes inquired if the photograph of the cemetery advertising military reunions was removed after the September Commission meeting, Karen Mullikin stated that the picture remained due to the majority response from the Commissioners. Mr. Barnes reiterated he did not feel the photograph was appropriate, and after Richard Davies explained many military personnel want to visit cemeteries during reunions, Mr. Barnes stated he would defer to the majority.

Ms. Mullikin stated that the St. Louis market was eliminated from the newspaper insert list in order to reach more Northern markets. CJRW recommends adding three northern newspaper options (the Kentucky Paducah Sun, the Missouri Cape Girardeau Southeast, and the Missouri Joplin Globe) in lieu of four Southern ones  (the Louisiana Hammond Daily Star, the Louisiana St. Charles Boutte Herald, the Mississippi Hattiesburg American, and the Texas Waco Tribune) recommended in September. This will keep the bottom-line cost comparable to what was originally recommended and 
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circulation will remain approximately the same. Jim Gaston inquired if the Tourism Division pursued package deals for sets of newspapers owned by one entity and wanted to know if they were better bargains. Karen explained they are generally a better value.
Debbie Haak moved to approve the revision of the newspaper insert list to include the Kentucky Paducah Sun, the Missouri Cape Girardeau Southeast, and the Missouri Joplin Globe) in lieu of four previously approved southern papers (Louisiana Hammond Daily Star, the Louisiana St. Charles Boutte Herald, the Mississippi Hattiesburg American, and the Texas Waco Tribune.)  Wade Williams seconded and the motion carried.
Miscellaneous
Joe David Rice reported that several Parks and Tourism personnel visited the new Lakeport Plantation at its Grand Opening and commended Ruth Hawkins for her great work.

Mr. Rice recommended the commissioners and staff visit the Southern Tenant Farmers Museum in Tyronza.


Darin Gray commented that communication was open and honest between many of the communities in northwest Arkansas and expressed his hope that Parks and Tourism can do that in other regions of the state.

The State Parks, Recreation and Travel Commission meeting adjourned at approximately 8:30 a.m. on October 19, 2007.
