M I N U T E S

Entertainers Hall of Fame

Arkansas Hospitality Association

Little Rock, Arkansas

October 15, 1999

Entertainers Hall of Fame Commissioners Present

Don Wright

Marion “Mickey” Hooper

Joel Ruminer

Cathy Wheatley

Jim Porter

Jimmie Rogers

Maxine Miller

Jerry Horne- ex-officio

Entertainers Hall of Fame Commissioners Absent

Charles Forga

Jerome Pillow

Guests Present

Pam Jones, Pine Bluff Convention and Visitors Bureau

Steve Barnett, Pine Bluff Convention and Visitors Bureau

Arkansas Dept. of Parks and Tourism Staff Present

Gloria Robins, Executive Assistant

Larry Cargile, Administration Director

Call to Order


Chairman Jim Porter called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  Gloria Robins called the roll.  

Financial Report

For the fiscal year to date period ended October 13, 1999, the Entertainers Hall of Fame overall total expenditures 1997 – YTD 1999 are $237,300; total income 328,205.16; Interest income by fund as of October 13, 1999 for the Entertainers Hall of Fame $18,307.11. 
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Hall of Fame Commission Induction Ceremony 


Jim Porter stated that the Entertainers Hall of Fame Banquet needs to generate income for the for inductee displays.  He suggested instead of displays, plaques could be placed on walls of the Hall of Fame.   

Pam Jones mentioned the Pine Bluff Convention Center will contribute $5,000 towards the induction ceremony, which is part of the original proposal, as long as it is held in Pine Bluff.  The Convention Center is trying to set aside $15,000 towards the second phase for inductee displays.  She suggested the number of inductees be lowered to one per category every two years because of the cost of displays.  Jim Porter stated it would be an act of the legislature to reduce the number of inductees.  Several Commissioners stated they thought it was up to the commission as how many are inducted. 

Jim Porter asked if the Commission wanted to decrease the number of inductees so each inductee would have a display or keep the present number and where in circumstances where the inductee didn’t send items for the display a plaque will be placed on the wall.    Pam Jones asked if the inductees are given that option or do we say they will be honored with a plaque.  Jim suggested asking for items and then make the decision.   Ms. Jones asked if it would offend inductees if they didn’t have a display.  Mr. Porter stated each inductee will need to be treated individually.    

Jim Porter mentioned there were copies of nominees he had received and information on other Arkansas Entertainers for possible induction in the Commissioners folders.  Mr. Porter suggested staying with the nine inductees and not worry about the financial impact of displays.  There are an overwhelming number of people that deserve to be inducted and the Hall of Fame would soon run out of display space.  

Pam Jones stated the banquet needs to turn a profit for the Hall of Fame and if the Commission stays with nine inductees there is more cost going out for trophies and other expenses keeping the ceremony from making a profit.  Jim Porter suggested keeping it at nine and see how the next banquet does financially and let that dictate what happens in two years.  Mr. Porter suggested asking a well-known entertainer inductee to attend to draw a crowd.  

Jerry Horne mentioned that the Pine Bluff Entertainers Hall of Fame Committee met shortly after the last ceremony to review what worked and what didn’t work.  One of the conclusions was that each inductee must be there to accept the award and if they can’t choose someone else.  The inductee should also be asked to perform if possible, which would add to the program to raise money.   Mr. Horne suggested picking three in each category and start contacting them to see if they can perform and/or send artifacts.  
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Maxine Miller suggested inducting six every two years.  On the years there isn’t an induction ceremony get a previous inductee or a possible inductee for the next year to do a fund raising concert to raise money.  Jim Porter stated someone has to raise the money to put on a concert.  Jerry Horne suggested having the concert in conjunction with the awards ceremony.  

Jim Porter suggested making it a requirement that they attend and possibly perform.  If the results are negative, we will have to lift the requirement because the Commission cannot by pass to many people that are deserving of the award.   

Maxine Miller moved that the induction ceremony be held every two years and limit the number of inductees to six, try to select entertainers that will perform, sell tickets as a fund raiser, and work on an individual basis with the convention center.  Don Wright seconded.   

Maxine Miller mentioned that not everyone that is being inducted would be able to attend because of age, illness or other commitments.  Jim Porter suggested if the first one on the list couldn’t attend then go to the next one. Joel Ruminer asked what would happen if they said they would come and at the last minute canceled.  Pam Jones stated their attendance would be used as tool to sell tickets.  If the inductees cancel at the last minute, some ticket holders would ask for refunds and/or be disappointed, which could damage the credibility of the Entertainers Hall of Fame.  Jim Porter stated that they would still be inducted and if we put on a show with several named Entertainers it shouldn’t cause a problem.  

Jim Porter suggested amending the motion to pick three in each category and start with the one that gets the most votes and get a commitment to appear and if the answer is no we go to the next one, etc.  Jerry Horne suggested approaching them with the idea you are being considered for induction and if chosen can you be there.  If not, they will be considered at another time.

Don Wright asked what type of entertainers would draw a crowd to the ceremony.  Pam Jones stated country music, but the whole state should be considered. She suggested having a high profile entertainer to perform a mini concert that leads into the ceremony. Tracy Lawrence’s performance drew a crowd, but unfortunately they left after his performance.  She suggested to the Commission not to depend on inductees for the entertainment as the draw, but suggest that they perform.  The Commission agreed.

Jim Porter stated that on further discussion regarding Maxine Miller’s motion he would like to state that he is opposed to the motion wording that says six inductees every two years. Mr. Porter felt the Commission needed to stay with the nine every two years or go to five or six every year and not let the fact that the cost of the displays be the reason that the Commission is holding back on inductees into the Hall of Fame. 
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Pam Jones stated the reason she suggested six inductees was because she was looking at it as an attraction.  The Commission is looking at it as inducting people into the Hall of Fame.  Visitors are not interested in looking at plaques.   Don Wright agreed the Hall of Fame does need visual things.  

Don Wright amended the motion to change the number of inductees from six to nine every two years.  Joel Ruminer seconded.  Motion to amend carried.   Full vote on the motion carried.

Jim Porter asked that Commissioners send any names to be considered as inductees in future ceremonies to Gloria Robins at the Department of Parks and Tourism.  He asked Commissioners to look over the information and submit three recommendations for each category and return the form by November 1.

Pam Jones asked when the Commission would like to hold the ceremony.  Jim Porter suggested November.  He asked Pam to come back to the next meeting with a list of possible dates. 

Election of 2000 Chairman

Kathy Wheatley nominated Don Wright as the 2000 Chairman of the Entertainers Hall of Fame.  Jimmie Rogers seconded and the motion carried.

Don Wright appointed Kathy Wheatley, Joel Ruminer, and Jim Porter to a selection committee to make a recommendation of the compiled nominations for each category and bring back their recommendations to the full commission at the next meeting for final selection.  

Miscellaneous

Jerry Horne mentioned that George Burns’ bazooka has been on loan to the Hall of Fame for two years.  His daughter-in-law has located another one in the family that will be donated permanently to the Hall of Fame.  The one currently on display will be returned to the Van Buren Chamber of Commerce.

