M I N U T E S

Entertainers Hall of Fame

Arkansas Hospitality Association

Little Rock, Arkansas

October 4, 2006
Entertainers Hall of Fame Board Members Present

Don Christian, Chairman

Don Wright

Brenda McAnulty

Steve Stephens

Bonita Smith

Jackie Stewart

Chuck Dodson

Richard Levi

Entertainers Hall of Fame Board Members Absent

Kathy Wheatley - Illness

Bubba Sullivan – Business Conflict

Jerry Horne, ex-officio

Guests Present

Bob Purvis, Pine Bluff Convention and Visitors Bureau

Susie Madsen, Pine Bluff Convention and Visitors Bureau

Arkansas Dept. of Parks and Tourism Staff Present

Richard W. Davies, Executive Director

Gloria Robins, Executive Assistant

Call to Order


Chairman Don Christian called the meeting to order at noon Gloria Robins called the roll.  

Minutes

Don Wright moved to approve the minutes from the 
August 21, 2006 meeting.  Charles Dodson seconded and the motion carried.

EHF Minutes

October 4, 2006

Page 2

Richard W. Davies reminded the board that the Department of State Parks and Tourism is the banker of the funds for the Entertainers Hall of Fame, the EHF Board makes the decision on induction ceremonies, and the State Parks, Recreation and Travel Commission (SPRTC) establish policy for the Hall of Fame.  The Commission pledged $250,000 of the initial $300,000 for Pine Bluff to establish a home for the Hall of Fame exhibitory.  The SPRTC appropriated $50,000 for banquet expenses, allotting $10,000 a year for the ceremonies or until the $50,000 is spent with portions of that to be repaid from ticket sales to keep the program going.   Last year $8,000 in ticket sales was put back into the account for future banquets.
  Bob Purvis reported that it cost approximately $28,000 to build exhibits for ten inductees.  The total cost for the ceremony being $43,000 for exhibits and banquet. Of the total, $17,000 was out-of-pocket expenses for the Pine Bluff Convention Center.  He reported he would approach local legislators during the next session to assist with future funding of exhibits.  Richard Davies mentioned he had also asked for $30,000 in General Improvement Funds to help with future exhibits.  It will be late March before any money would be available if funded by the Legislature or Governor.  
Don Wright suggested asking past inductees to contribute to the Hall of Fame as a tax deduction.  He said he would talk to his son, Mark Wright to see if he would be the spoke person for asking his fellow inductees for contributions.  The contributions would be used for seed money for future ceremonies. The board suggested calling it an endowment. It would not replace on going funding.
Brenda McAnulty moved to have the Department of Parks and Tourism and the Pine Bluff Convention Center draft a letter requesting an endowment from past inductees and authorize Mark Wright to request the donations in his name on behalf of the Entertainers Hall of Fame.  Jackie Stewart seconded and the motion passed.

Richard Levi suggested holding a golf tournament and silent auction in conjunction with the banquet.

A discussion followed as when to hold the next Induction Ceremony.  The Board selected September 15, 2007 for the Banquet and for induction letters to be sent indicating they had been nominated. The nominees have until November 1, 2006 to confirm if they will be able to attend and perform at the ceremony where applicable. 
Steve Stevens moved to hold the next induction ceremony on September 15, 2007 at the Pine Bluff Convention Center in Pine Bluff, Arkansas.  Jackie Stewart seconded and the motion carried.

The commission nominated several famous Arkansans for induction and a ballot was taken to determine the 2007 inductees.  

Brenda McAnulty moved to induct the following Arkansans into the Entertainers Hall of Fame:  Performing – Sonny Burgess and Gil Gerard; Non-Performing – Beth Brickell and Sara Tackett; Posthumous – Gail Davis and Dale Evans; Pioneer – Jack Mitchell and B. J. Sams.  Jackie Stewart seconded and the motion carried.
  The Board decided that the Governor would be given the opportunity to select the Governor’s Award or pass the honor along to the new Governor.  
The meeting adjourned at approximately 2:20 p.m. on October 4, 2006 at the Arkansas Hospitality Association.  

