MINUTES

State Parks, Recreation & Travel Commission

Jonesboro Chamber of Commerce

Jonesboro, Arkansas

May 19-20, 2005

Commissioners Present

Jane Christenson, Chairman


      Jim Shamburger, Vice-Chairman
Steve Arrison – Thursday Only

      Bill Barnes

Danny Ford




      Polly Crews

Wade Williams



      Billy Lindsey – Thursday Only
Jay Bunyard – Thursday Only

      Mike Mills – Thursday Only






      Debbie Haak

Commissioners Absent

Montine McNulty – Business Conflict

Ness Sechrest – Business Conflict

Jim Gaston – Business Conflict

Department Staff Present
Richard W. Davies, Executive Director

Larry Cargile, Central Administration Director

Joe David Rice, Tourism Director

Nancy Clark, Assistant Tourism Director

Greg Butts, State Parks Director

Mac Balkman, Manager, Operations
Stan Graves, Manager, Planning & Development

Jon Brown, Region I Supervisor

Tony Perrin, Region II Supervisor

David Flugrad, Superintendent, Mt. Magazine State Park
Grady Spann, Ozark Folk Center Manager

Dave Jackson, Mammoth Spring State Park Superintendent

Laurie Green, DeGray Lake State Park 

Stephanie Pierce, Mammoth Spring Welcome Center
Gloria Robins, Executive Assistant

Sandy Burch, Administrative Assistant

Leigh Bidewell, Administrative Assistant
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Agency Staff Present

Shelby Woods

Wayne Woods

Karen Mullikin


Bill Fitzgerald

Greg Harrison

Debbie Grace             
Chuck Robertson
Brian Kratkiewicz
Kay Medlin
Aristotle

Jonathan Eudy

Bojana Gojkovic
Paige Watson

Guests Present

Barry Travis, Little Rock Convention & Visitors Bureau

Dan O’Byrne, Little Rock Convention & Visitors Bureau

Theresa Kyzer, Little Rock Convention & Visitors Bureau

Karen Trevino, North Little Rock Visitors Bureau

Terry Cook, Harrison Convention & Visitors Bureau

Dr. Ruth Hawkins, Arkansas Delta Byways
Josephine Decker, Fort Smith

Carolyn Joyce, Fort Smith Convention & Visitors Bureau

Greg Chance, KASU Radio, Jonesboro

Kenneth Heard, Arkansas Democrat Gazette
Bob Purvis, Pine Bluff Convention Center

Maryl Koeth, Van Buren Advertising and Promotion Commission
Lynn Berry, Eureka Springs Advertising and Promotion Commission

Call to Order


Chairman Christenson called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. and Gloria Robins called the roll

Approval of the Agenda


Jay Bunyard moved to approve the Agenda.  Jim Shamburger seconded and the motion carried.
Presentation of Minutes from Previous Meeting


Polly Crews moved to approve the minutes.  Danny Ford seconded and the motion carried.
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Recognition of Guests


Chairman Christenson recognized and welcomed guests in attendance.

Financial Report

Larry Cargile presented a fiscal year-to-date financial report for the period ended April 30, 2005.  The fiscal year-to-date expenditures were: Parks Division, $47,482,933, including construction and grants; Tourism Division, $10,433,386; Keep Arkansas Beautiful, $288,168; Administration Division, $2,007,771; and History Commission, $1,135,221.  Expenditures for the Department totaled $61,347,478.  The Parks Division fiscal year-to-date operating revenue totaled $10,940,334, an increase of 5% over the same period last year.  


Billy Lindsey moved to approve the financial report as presented.  Debbie Haak seconded and the motion carried.


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

ACT 2298 – Stipend Positions for Boards and Commission

Richard Davies informed the Commissioners that Act 2298 of 2005 provides the Chief Fiscal Officer of the State the authority to create positions as well as salary and personal services matching appropriation in order to comply with the Internal Revenue Service Code that pertains to board and commission members.  Mr. Davies stated under the new guidelines, board and commission members must be treated as employees of the state and have applicable FICA and federal taxes deducted from the stipend payments.  He said the SPRTC members would not be eligible for state employee benefits.
Ivory Billed Woodpecker


Richard Davies met with Scott Henderson, Director of the Game and Fish Commission, on the morning of the ivory billed woodpecker announcement.  Davies stated that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services, the Game and Fish Commission, and the Natural Heritage Commission have asked Parks and Tourism to help deal with the people issue.  He said the Department’s position is we do not want to do anything that is going to hurt the woodpecker.  We must advise people on what they can and cannot do, where they can and cannot go, and what permits are required.  Little Rock Tours has already been contacted from the East Coast and is setting up bus tours to birding areas in Arkansas.  He said there are twice as many serious birdwatchers in the United States as 
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there are hunters with birdwatchers spending $40 billion a year.  He said a meeting with those agencies he mentioned is set for June 6 to discuss all the aspects of the woodpecker and he would report back to the Commission the details of this meeting.
Governor’s Executive Order 05-01: Report


Richard Davies reminded the Commissioners about the Governor’s Executive Order 05-01 which states that any state agency that pays dues to a regional or national organization is directed to invite meetings to Arkansas. Part of the Governor’s proclamation is that these agencies report this information to Parks and Tourism, which in turn reports back to the Governor.  Group Travel with the help of Aristotle, set up a web site on the Group Travel site so agencies could enter their meeting and convention information.  The deadline for reporting was May 2 and a final report has not been released.  
TOURISM DIVISION

Welcome Center Updates


Joe David Rice invited the Commissioners to attend the Van Buren/Fort Smith Welcome Center Dedication at 10:00 a.m. on May 24.  He said Governor Mike Huckabee would be the keynote speaker.  He also reported the new Corning Welcome Center is finished and the old building must be torn down.  Plans are in the making for a dedication in a couple of months.

Mr. Rice distributed to Commissioners a visitation chart showing the January - April 2004 – 2005 percent change for the new El Dorado and Texarkana facilities.  El Dorado had a 71.1% increase and Texarkana 26.9%.  He stated that Pam Beasley, Director of The Museum of Natural Resources in Smackover, has seen an increase in visitation because of the new El Dorado Welcome Center.

TIA’s International Pow Wow

Joe David Rice informed the Commissioners that the Travel Industry of America’s International Pow Wow was held in the New York City Jacob K. Javits Convention Center May 3 – 7, 2005.  Mr. Rice said Destination: Arkansas and the Little Rock Convention and Visitors Bureau represented Arkansas at the show.  He passed around a display board of photos taken at the event along with a layout of the convention center.  More than 1,400 exhibitors participated and Pow Wow organizers expected over 5,500 people to attend.  He was asked questions from people living in Hong Kong, the 
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UK, and Germany about the ivory billed woodpecker.  The Clinton Presidential Library received an abundance of interest.  He commended Mindy Hawes, Theresa Kyzer, and Dan O’Byrne for their hard work during Pow Wow.
Destination: Arkansas Updates


Joe David Rice told Commissioners that Mr. Tom Mangold, a fascinating freelance writer from the UK came to Arkansas to research reputed gangster Owney Madden.  Mangold has written many travel articles from around the world, mostly for the Mail On Sunday travel section.  While in Arkansas, Mangold was shown around by Mr. Rice and Kevin Sexton.  From all indications, Mangold was very impressed with what he saw and Mr. Rice felt good publicity will occur as a result.  


Mr. Rice also reported that Avian Adventurers, which is one of UK’s leading bird watching companies, sent two birding experts to Arkansas for a week long tour.  Keith Sutton, a former Arkansas Game and Fish Commission employee, was the bird watching guide for the guests when visiting the Cache River area in search of the Ivory billed Woodpecker.  He also said King’s Angling Holidays, a bonded tour operator from the UK sent a group to Arkansas to trout fish.  Destination: Arkansas is looking to bring in a film crew from BBC “Holiday” in June.
Little Rock Hoteliers


Joe David Rice said he attended a meeting along with Richard Davies, Shelby Woods, and Karen Mullikin as a result of a letter they received from Joe Rantisi, General Manager of The Capital Hotel.  The letter requested a meeting with the state’s tourism officials so they could become better acquainted with the Little Rock Metropolitan Hotel Association members.  In the meeting, the hotel members shared that they had the perception the Department’s advertising campaign was all outdoor oriented.  He told the group he felt the Department was doing a much better job portraying Arkansas’s diverse urban activities.  Mr. Rice felt the meeting went very well and said the group will continue meeting with members of the Hotel Association.  Mike Mills said the Department always sends someone to the Arkansas Travel Council meetings but never to the Lodging or Restaurant Association Meetings.  He asked the Department to look into the possibility of sending a Parks and Tourism staff member to these meetings.  
Marketing/Advertising Meeting


Joe David Rice said the State Parks, Recreation and Travel Commission Advertising Committee met at the CJRW Agency May 10, 2005.  He felt very optimistic about the future of tourism and the purpose of the meeting was to help plan by looking at some new markets and doing some things differently.  Gloria Robins told the 
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Commissioners the Minutes from this meeting were in their folders for their viewing.  Steve Arrison said he felt a lot of ground was covered in the meeting and he felt the CVB’s are really getting organized and putting some good ideas together to present to the committee members before the next budgeting period.
Marketing and Advertising Items

Karen Mullikin distributed to each Commissioner a binder that detailed the Department’s 2005-2006 Fall/Winter Media Recommendations.  She stated the binder outlines planning and recommendations which are presented in May in order to meet the deadlines for fourth-quarter media schedules.  She also stated there were some ongoing projects that needed Commission approval.  These include:  TAP, The Natural State Golf Trail, and Destination Arkansas.
2005-2006 Fall/Winter Recommendations:  Media and Creative for Consumer, Group Travel and Newcomers Campaigns


Target markets for the Consumer campaign include Adults Ages 35-54 (Baby Boomers) and Adults Ages 25-34 (Generation X).  Recommendations for the campaign are based upon research provided by D.K. Shifflet & Associates, Alan Newman Research, the Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism as well as Mediamark Research, Inc.  The fall/winter campaign will follow the same strategies as the spring/summer campaign, but at a more concentrated level.  The bulk of media support will be concentrated in key feeder markets, both in and out-of-state.  A broad-based media mix which includes national/regional magazines, newspaper inserts, broadcast spot television, spot television, cable television, pay-per-inquiry television, as well as online, is recommended.  

Shelby Woods reported that the proposal for the Arkansas Broadcasters Association (ABA) Fall “buy one, get two bonus spots” partnership was retracted by ABA because they received another partnership offer.  A new proposal will be presented for the commission’s consideration in the near future. Jay Bunyard has volunteered to assist with the negotiations with ABA.  The budget amount for the partnership is $17,647.06 which is being held as place holder during these negotiations and is a part of the consumer media campaign budget.  


The proposal includes carrying on the same creative strategy as the spring/summer campaign as well as the online presence and continuation of the Branson campaign.  The total Consumer media campaign budget is $1,876,959.37.
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The Group Travel campaign includes both the Meeting and Conventions campaign, and the Motorcoach campaign.  The target audiences for the Meetings and Conventions include Association meeting planners and executives, corporate meeting planners, reunion planners, and SMERF (Social, Military, Education, Religious, and Fraternal) meeting planners. The total budget for the Group Travel Campaign is estimated at $169,217.73.

The Newcomers campaign will focus on the target audiences of Adults 50+, and Adults considering a move to Arkansas.  The majority of support will be placed in publications that focus on retirement/relocation.  Ads will also be placed in both national and regional publications in order to reach the target audience.  The budget summary for the Newcomers Campaign totals $57,928.79.
2005-2006 Fall/Winter Recommendations:  Media and Program for The Natural State Golf Trail

The Natural State Golf Trail campaign will include placement of an advertisement in Fairways Golf’s September catalog, an ad on the Fairways Golf web site, and a full page in the new retirement/relocation guide, “Living in Arkansas,” which publishes in July.  The total budget for The Natural State Golf Trail is $52,664.00.
Fiscal Year 2006 Recommendations:  Destination: Arkansas

“Destination:  Arkansas” plans to expand its public relations and representation campaigns in the United Kingdom.  The Saltmarsh Partnership, has generated considerable Arkansas coverage in the British media during its first year and is conducting ongoing sales meetings with tour operators.  Plans for future coverage are a direct result of Saltmarsh’s efforts on Arkansas’s behalf and will continue to take advantage of the momentum created by the opening of the Clinton Presidential Center and Park and the recent discovery of the ivory billed woodpecker.  The total budget for “Destination:  Arkansas” is $110,250.00.
Steve Arrison moved to approve the 2005-2006 Fall/Winter advertising recommendation at a total cost of $2,267,019.89, which includes modifying the typeset on the ads to larger print.  Mike Mills seconded and the motion carried.
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2006 Arkansas Tour Guide Recommendation


Shelby Woods presented the 2006 Arkansas Tour Guide recommendation.  He suggested 700,000 copies of a 256-page guide with an approximate budget of $1,110,000.  Projected revenue to cover the expenses will come from the private sector (ad sales, approximately $575,000) and the Department’s share would be $535,000.


Jay Bunyard moved to approve 700,000 copies of the 256-page 2006 Arkansas Tour Guide with an estimated budget of $1,110,000.  The Department’s share will be $535,000 and the private sector ad sales $575,000. Wade Williams seconded and the motion carried.
New Image Book Recommendation

Wayne Woods presented the 2005-2006 Image Book proposals to the Commissioners.  He recommended 10,000 hardbound and 50,000 softbound 9 x 12 Image Books be printed by C & C Offset Printing in Hong Kong, China and there be a sponsorship program with other state agencies to assist in funding the project.  The estimated cost is $475,100.  


Debbie Haak voiced an objection to printing the book overseas even though it may be economical.  She thought that consumers would be willing to pay more if they knew the book was printed in the United States.


Steve Arrison stated the Image Book is a nice idea, but he would prefer to spend the same monies on advertising rather than on an Image Book.

Wade Williams commented that a surplus of the 1990 Image Books was available when he was appointed to the Commission.  He said he likes the Image Book, but wanted to be realistic about the dollars the Department was committing to the project since the initial $125,000 plus $25,000 from the retirement/relocation would total $150,000.

Jim Shamburger said that Parks and Tourism needed to provide a dollar figure for seed money in order for other agencies to buy into the project.


Mike Mills stated he believed that a majority of the Commissioners think an Image Book will be beneficial to the state, and if Tourism provided $150,000 seed money, other agencies would be more likely to buy into the project.
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Mike Mills moved to approve the motion based on raising the additional monies from other agencies to make it a complete project.  The Image Books would be printed domestically, and Parks and Tourism would provide seed money in the amount of $150,000.  Debbie Haak seconded and the motion carried with Steve Arrison voting nay.
2005 Spring/Summer Online Campaign

Brian Kratkiewicz updated the Commissioners on the progress of the online campaign.  He stated that $325,000 is budgeted for the 2005 Spring/Summer Online Campaign.  Pay per inquiries stood for 43%, banners 41%, text links 8% and rich media 8%.  He reported that the second round of creative for the Online Campaign continues the Indoor-Outdoor Vacation strategy when the ads deployed in March.

 Debbie Haak moved to approve the 2005 Spring/Summer Online Campaign with a budget of $325,000.  Mike Mills seconded and the motion carried.

“See Arkansas First”/Channel 7 Promotion Update


Karen Mullikin showed Commissioners the television spot that goes along with the “See Arkansas First” campaign.  The spot is run by KATV Channel 7 and advertises the promotion.  The promotion runs for five weeks and begins May 26, 2005 and continues through 12 noon, August 18, 2005.  The winner of the contest wins a 2005 Chevrolet Equinox and will be announced on KATV’s Good Morning Arkansas between 9 a.m. and 10 a.m. on August 19th.  
Richard Davies asked if there was also a Television Broadcasters Association (TBA) in-state “See Arkansas First” program.  Shelby Woods stated TBA was a separate program and only Channel 7 was doing the “See Arkansas First” campaign.  Mr. Davies asked if Channel 7 reached all areas of the state.  Karen Mullikin mentioned Channel 7 has cable stations in some markets, but there are pockets of Arkansas that do not see it.  He asked if there was a way TBA could use the spot.  Wade Williams asked if the Department owned the spot. Shelby Woods stated yes and it could play on any channel.  Shelby Woods explained that the “See Arkansas First” program is a partnership with Channel 7.  The Department puts in $50,000 and Channel 7 sells about $200,000 worth of advertising. It is a value of $900,000 to tourism.  Mr. Davies stated Channel 7 deal is a great deal and since we are buying in-state TV with TBA why don’t we use an Arkansas special “See Arkansas First” spot rather than the normal spot.  Joe David Rice stated he was concerned that since we have a contractual arrangement with Channel 7, we 
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shouldn’t air them on Channel 11 and 4, but we could do something similar for the other two stations.  We don’t want to jeopardize the program and partnership with Channel 7. Wade Williams mentioned that there were significant parts of the state that are not participating in the program because they don’t get Channel 7.
Steve Arrison asked how it was determined what to feature in the TV ad.  He asked if the Eureka Springs Blues Festival was going to run the full five weeks or would it change.  His concern was that Hot Springs festival organizers would want to know if they could be featured in the ad.  Karen Mullikin stated there would only be one ad that would run for 5 weeks. Steve Arrison stated it wasn’t fair to other cities with events during the 5 week period that would like to be featured especially since the cities are buying ads around it.   Hot Springs is running a $15-20,000 ad scheduled to be a part of “See Arkansas First” campaign.   Debbie Grace stated the spot was based on Channel 7’s final locations list for the campaign. It was recommended that the festival spot be changed to a more generic scene that speaks to the whole state of Arkansas.

Debbie Haak moved to approve the “See Arkansas First” campaign at a cost of $50,000 with revisions to the spot and checking into adding the spot to regular Television Broadcasters of Arkansas partnership rotation.   Billy Lindsey seconded and the motion carried.
Section Reports

Research and Information Services Section


This section processed 46,982 requests for information during April 2005.  Welcome Center visitation totaled 62,425 and 534,034 visits were made to the Tourism Division web sites.  

Communications


Section members completed articles, filed releases, photographed events, and researched, compiled, and edited stories.  

Group Travel


The section responded to 148 inquires in April 2005.  The majority of the requests were from group tour operators, group travel leaders, travel agencies, and meeting, convention and reunion planners.
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Tourism Development


All regions met the monthly requirements for April. Staff members reported that the deadline for submitting events for the Fall/Winter Calendar of Events has passed.  As of this report, 828 have been submitted.  

PARKS DIVISION

Hobbs State Park-Conservation Area
a) Jeske Property Acquisition Update
Greg Butts said that negotiations have been going on for several years with Dr. Leroy Jeske for the purchase of his property.  In April 15-16, 2004 the Commission gave approval to acquire the property up 20% above the appraisal of $547,000.  Dr. Jeske did not accept the offer; therefore, the condemnation process was begun and the appraised value was deposited in the registry of the court.  

Dr. Jeske’s attorney contested the condemnation on the grounds that the department did not have all the approvals required by law and that there was not sufficient evidence in the court’s records that the department had received a grant extension from the Arkansas Natural and Cultural Resources Commission (ANCRC) for funds used to condemn the property.  Mr. Butts said the attorney was incorrect and the court was provided an affidavit from the Department of Arkansas Heritage confirming that the ANCRC had approved the grant extension.  Regarding the argument that the department had not sought specific approval for acquisition of the property, that was contested on the grounds that the ANCRC grant came with an appropriation approved by the legislature and signed by the Governor.  The defendant filed a motion to dismiss the case.  The judge agreed with the defendant and the department appealed.  Dr. Jeske’s attorney contended that the department did not adhere to A.C.A. 22-4-106 that required the advise of the Governor, Department of Finance and Administration (DF&A) and the Arkansas Legislative Council (ALC) 60 days prior to the commission’s approval for additions or expansions of existing state parks not specifically authorized by the legislature.  Mr. Butts said we disagreed and hopefully the higher court will rule in the favor of the department.  The department’s attorney recommended that the process in A.CA. 22-4-106 be completed, in case the appellate court rules in favor of the defendant.  We have requested and received written favorable advice from the Governor, DF&A and ALC to acquire the Jeske property.  As it has been 60 days since the request to the Governor, DF&A and ALC, Mr. Butts requested authorization to condemn the Jeske property at $547,000.    
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Wade Williams moved to acquire Dr. Leroy Jeske’s property by eminent domain for $547,000.  The property is adjacent to Hobbs State Park-Conservation Area on the War Eagle River (Pt. Sec. 33, T11N, R27W, Benton County, Arkansas, approximately 201.41 acres) for $547,000.  Bill Barnes seconded and the motion carried.      
b) Access Use Permit Request
On June 20, 2003 the commission approved a Use Permit Agreement with Dennis D. Heter for residential access to his property.  The approved site has proven to be too steep and is extremely treacherous.  Mr. Graves requested approval to issue a permit at a different location in the park.      

Billy Lindsey moved to approve a Use Permit Agreement with Denis D. Heter for residential access to his property through 83 feet of Hobbs State Park-Conservation Area.  Danny Ford seconded and the motion carried.  
Mt. Magazine State Park – CY2006 Lodge & Cabin Rates

Greg Butts said the Parks Committee had met to review the CY2006 Mt. Magazine lodge and cabin rates and provide a preliminary recommendation.  The final approval of the rates will be after the public meeting on June 16, 2005. 

Jim Shamburger moved to tentatively approve the CY2006 fees and rates as recommended by the Parks Committee for the Mt. Magazine lodge and cabins.  Steve Arrison seconded and the motion carried.  


Mr. Butts thanked the Parks Committee’s recommendation that the management staff at Mt. Magazine has the authority, based on demand and time of year, to go 20% below rack rates.  Wade Williams asked if that authority was needed throughout the park system.  Mr. Butts said the recommendation by the Parks Committee was only for Mt. Magazine rates, but agreed it would benefit all cabin and lodge parks.  Mr. Arrison said it ought to be throughout the system.

Bill Barnes moved to give staff the authority to give up to a 20% discount from stated lodge room, cabin and conference facility rates based on their determination of demand and occupancy levels.  Jay Bunyard seconded and the motion carried.    
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Prairie Grove Battlefield State Park – Renewal of the Concession Agreement with Women’s Auxiliary

Greg Butts requested approval to renew the agreement with the Prairie Grove Battlefield Women’s Auxiliary that provides resale items by consignment.  The net profit from the sale of the items is used to acquire various historic artifacts, education materials and repairs and improvements to the park’s historic features.

Mike Mills moved to approve a five-year renewal of the Concession and Operating Agreement with the Prairie Grove Battlefield Women’s Auxiliary at Prairie Grove Battlefield State Park.  Debbie Haak seconded and the motion carried.   

Toltec Mounds Archeological State Park  -  Renewal of Agreement with the Arkansas Archeological Survey
Greg Butts requested approval to renew the cooperative agreement with the Arkansas Archeological Survey that does research and provides information for educational programming at the park.  

Bill Barnes moved to approve a five-year renewal of the Operating Agreement with the Arkansas Archeological Survey at Toltec Mounds Archeological State Park.  Steve Arrison seconded and the motion carried.  
Crater of Diamonds State Park  -  Removal of Mine Restroom from Inventory

Stan Graves requested approval to remove from inventory at the park a deteriorated, substandard restroom.  Updated restrooms will be provided at the new Diamond Discovery Center.  

Debbie Haak moved to approve removal from inventory at Crater of Diamonds State Park deteriorated restroom structure #23.24 (AASIS #120001945.)  Steve Arrison seconded and the motion carried.  

Arkansas Natural & Cultural Resources Council (ANCRC) Grant Awards

Stan Graves reviewed the FY06 Arkansas Natural & Cultural Resources Council Grant Awards.  The department requested $7,828,832 and was awarded $6,260,255; therefore it was necessary to reduce the original request by $1,568,577.  The projects 
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selected to be funded are projects that are at the Arkansas Building Authority for final review, those that have been approved to go to bid, and other priorities throughout the system.  Mr. Graves said the department is fortunate to be granted the funds.      

Old Davidsonville State Park  -   Update on Old Town site Archeological Research
Park Superintendent Donna Spaght, showed a Power Point presentation about the park.  Superintendent Spaght gave an overview of the history of the town of Davidsonville that was established in 1815.  In order to learn more about the town’s past, 
the Arkansas Archeological Survey conducted test excavations in the summers of 1979 and 1980 and has continued to find artifacts such as pieces of pottery, tools and personal items such as buttons and combs.  Today, visitors can see where buildings were located along a ½ mile barrier free trail around the old town site.  



    


Miscellaneous

Greg Butts said June 4th is National Trails Day and the Dedication and Grand Opening of the Historic Van Winkle Trail at Hobbs State Park-Conservation Area will take place.  The commissioners would be receiving invitations to the 10:00 a.m. event.

Richard Davies said the location of the July 21-22 meeting has been changed and will take place at the Ozark Folk Center.   

Richard Davies welcomed Dr. Ruth Hawkins.  Dr. Hawkins updated the commissioners on the Lakeport plantation house in southeast Arkansas.  A new discovery was the painting of a compass on the ceiling of the music room.  The compass is pointing true north.   A log structure on the site has been stabilized and is believed to have been a slave cabin.  Another find was a pre-civil war rifle that was under the floor of the smokehouse.  Dr. Hawkins said the house was built in 1858-59 and is the last remaining plantation home on the Mississippi River in Arkansas.  It was built by the Johnson family who were instrumental in gaining statehood for Arkansas.    

The meeting adjourned 9:00 a.m. on Friday, May 20, 2005 at the Jonesboro Chamber of Commerce in Jonesboro, Arkansas. 
