M I N U T E S

Entertainers Hall of Fame

Arkansas Hospitality Association

Little Rock, Arkansas

September 10, 2003

Entertainers Hall of Fame Commissioners Present

Kathy Wheatley, Chairman

Don Christian, Vice Chairman

Dot Callanen

Chuck Dodson

T.O. Miller

Jim Porter

Brenda McAnulty

Joel Ruminer

Don Wright

Entertainers Hall of Fame Commissioners Absent

Teri Bethg, Personal Conflict
John Weston, Illness
Jerry Horne, ex-officio

Guests Present

Bob Purvis, Pine Bluff Convention and Visitors Bureau

Susie Madsen, Pine Bluff Convention and Visitors Bureau

Dena Woerner, Pine Bluff Convention and Visitors Bureau
Arkansas Dept. of Parks and Tourism Staff Present

Richard W. Davies, Executive Director

Gloria Robins, Executive Assistant

Call to Order


Chairman Kathy Wheatley called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.  Gloria Robins called the roll.  
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Financial Report


Richard Davies presented the current financial report for the Entertainers Hall of Fame.  He stated that the original $300,000 was to go toward exhibits and/or banquets.  The State Parks, Recreation and Travel Commission set aside $50,000 for banquets and $250,000 for exhibits and home for the Entertainers Hall of Fame.  Bob Purvis and I signed a contract for last year’s exhibits for $22,767.  Mr. Purvis suggested billing the Department $10,000 for the banquet after the ceremony. 

Mr. Purvis complimented Susie Madsen for the work she has done on the project.  Ms. Madsen stated that in their folders was a synopsis of what has transpired to-date.  Mr. Purvis talked about the exhibitary expenses for the display cases.  He stated that after getting estimates from a local cabinet maker, the price would be approximately the same and decided to stay with 1220 so the cabinets would look the same.  Ms. Madsen stated she had received a call from 1220 Exhibits stating they were working on the cabinets and had artifacts from everyone but Barbara Hendrix.  She stated that she is having trouble acquiring display articles for Barbara Hendrix.  John Hudgens has agreed to do the video with B.J. Sams doing the voice over at no charge.  Richard Davies will be the Master of Ceremony.  Lt. Gov. Rockefeller has agreed to present the Governor’s Award.  Mr. Porter asked to present the award to Steve Stephens, Mr. Dodson asked to present the award to Walter Norris.  Ms. Madsen gave the other commissioners their choice of what award category they would like to present.  Commissioners do not have to say anything unless you want to about the inductees during the presentation.  She explained how the ceremony will be conducted and asked for volunteers to accept on behalf of those inductees who could not attend.  Miss Arkansas along with commissioners would present the trophy to the inductee. The schedule for the event is 6:30 p.m. inductees, special guests and commissioners will gather in the Presidential Suite located in the Convention Center.  Mr. Porter asked if the previous inductees had been invited.  Ms. Madsen said yes past inductees Bonnie and Maxine Brown, and Mark Wright have stated they would be in attendance.  She asked Mr. Davies to arrive at 3:00 p.m. to rehearse.  The Ceremony starts at 7 p.m. followed by a walk to the common lobby to unveil the new inductee cases.  Sonny Byrgess & the Legendary Pacers will perform following the unveiling. Gloria Robins suggested Wiederkehr and Post Wineries be asked to donate wine to put on tables during the ceremony.  Mrs. Madsen mentioned that Mr. Stephen’s fan club was bringing two buses of members to the ceremony.  Mr. Stephens asked that his video introduction be short because he would like to show two film clips of him with President Clinton and General Wesley Clark dancing on his show.  Mr. Hudgens will also be using some of the clips from the Song of Arkansas for the inductee’s introductions. Jim Porter asked how many tunes Walter Norris would be playing.  Ms. Madsen stated Mr. Norris was planning on playing two songs.  She stated that the video introductions would be one-minute per inductee.  The long bios will be in the display cabinets and short bios will be in the program.  
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Dena Woerner reported on the publicity for the ceremony.  Articles will run every Sunday until the Hall of Fame Ceremony in the Pine Bluff paper.  Mr. Davies asked if Phyllis Brandon was coming from the Arkansas Democrat Gazette. She said that she had an appointment the following day, but Ms Brandon had to cancel.  She stated it would be posted on the Arkansas Press Associations web site.  She has an appointment with Larry Rogers, Director of Marketing for Waco, which covers 18 cities. They own the Democrat Gazette, 21 area newspapers and 18 radio stations, 8 TV stations.  Information will run on Pine Bluff cable, home town inductee’s newspapers, the El Dorado News Times will run a special section and the Stuttgart Newspaper will run a special cover on the Entertainment Section.  The PBCVB ran two ads; Inviting Arkansas is coming to take pictures, and a 1/2 page ad in Land of Legends with ticket information.  She stated she had been on the Pine Bluff morning show three times.  When the Vietnam Wall was in Pine Bluff Channel 7 came out and shot all their segments in the Entertainers Hall of Fame. Channel 4 in the spring filmed exhibits and interviewed Susie Madsen. Pine Bluff spots are running on Delta Radio. Ms. Woerner was interviewed on K Train several times and K Train will be doing promos for the event. UAPB radio interviewed Ms. Woerner twice about the ceremony and also did filming and will be running it several times a week on local TV station.
Susie Madsen asked if the Commissioners had received their invitations.  Jim Porter asked if Commissioners received complimentary tickets for the ceremony.   Gloria Robins stated that each Commissioner would receive one complimentary ticket.  Ms. Madsen asked the Commissioners to help sell fifteen tickets for the event. 
Bob Purvis suggested making it a written policy that selected inductees have 90 days to accept the nomination.  Richard Davies suggested the commission officially nominate them and then if they accept they become inductees.  This would allow us the opportunity to select someone else.  Susie suggested that if they do not respond to the Governor’s letter announcing their nomination within 90 days, the commission select someone else from a pre-selected list.  Everyone agreed.
Gloria Robins also suggested making sure the nominees can be reached or family notified of their nomination.  Bob Purvis mentioned this year there were two nominees in Europe, which made it hard to notify and costly to bring them in for the ceremony.  We were lucky that Walter Norris could attend and assisted with getting a cheaper airfare.  Even with the Posthumous Award there is an issue.  When we inducted Bronco Willie Anderson we could not find anything to put in the display case…he had no living family.  A gentleman came in two weeks before the ceremony with posters he donated.  In some cases the deceased have no living relatives for artifacts or it has been so long the relatives do not have any of the artifacts.  Also they need to be a current citizen of the United States.  
Chairman Wheatley stated that she was looking forward to October 3 and hoped to see all Commissioners at the ceremony.  The meeting adjourned.
