Village Creek Subcommittee Teleconference
Of the State Parks, Recreation & Travel Commission

Wednesday, February 13, 2008

2:30 p.m.

Arkansas Dept. of Parks & Tourism
One State Capitol Mall

Little Rock, Arkansas

Village Creek Subcommittee Commissioners Present

Ness Sechrest, Chairman

Steve Arrison, ex-officio member

Jim Gaston

Bill Barnes

Wade Williams

Village Creek Subcommittee Commissioners Absent
Danny Ford, ex-officio member

Debbie Haak

Billy Lindsey

Jim Shamburger

Department Staff

Richard Davies, Executive Director, Arkansas Dept. of Parks & Tourism
Greg Butts, Director, Arkansas State Parks
Renee Robison, Administrative Assistant II, Arkansas State Parks
Stan Graves, Manager, Planning and Development, Arkansas State Parks
Lynn Warren, Landscape Architecture Specialist
Rex Friedman, Chief Planner, Arkansas State Parks
Guests Present

David Nichol, Times-Herald, Forrest City, AR
Call to Order

Chairman Ness Sechrest called the meeting to order at 2:30 p.m.  Renee Robison called the roll.  Chairman Sechrest recognized David Nichol of the Times-Herald of Forrest City.
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Greg Butts reported the subcommittee meeting is being held by teleconference to review and comment on the concept drawings of the proposed clubhouse/pro-shop, which requires a response to Village Creek Resort (VCR) by February 14, 2008.  Chairman Ness Sechrest noted his primary concern is the outdoor dining/patio and how weather conditions and environment in this area of the state may impact golfers. Jim Shamburger previously relayed the mosquito problem in East Arkansas and advised an enclosed restaurant dining area would be more appropriate.  Chairman Ness Sechrest asked for the committees’ ideas and comments on the concept drawings.  Stan Graves advised that since the department’s October 23, 2007 comments regarding the Natural State Golf Trail (NSGT) criteria, VCR has increased the structure’s size from 1683 feet to 2019 sq. ft.   The retail pro shop space seemed a little small in comparison to other public and private courses in Arkansas.  It was previously mentioned that the men’s bathroom may need an additional water closet.  Jim Gaston asked if there was a shower facility and Stan Graves advised VCR’s comments in their November 5, 2007th response indicated that neither showers nor lockers would be used.  Steve Arrison asked about the shower and indoor restaurant requirement, and questioned whether they are a requirement under the NSGT.  Stan Graves advised that some issues that were addressed at the Sub-committee’s October meeting need further discussion.
Greg Butts advised the sub-committee’s primary focus today is to address the revised clubhouse/pro shop plans and determine if they meet the NSGT criteria.  The NSGT criteria requires the clubhouse/golf shop must have a minimum of 2000 square feet of heated/air conditioned space and it must contain a golf shop, snack bar or restaurant with seating, and restrooms.   VCR plans to build a separate restaurant and banquet facility as part of the hotel operation.    Wade Williams advised that the plan must meet the NSGT requirements, which we specifically wrote into the agreements with VCR.   The concern that Wade Williams has is that everyone agrees the outdoor seating for this particular area will not work and the fact that VCR does not want to put showers in.  
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Stan Graves commented that when renovating the DeGray Lake Resort State Park Clubhouse, the showers were removed as they had not been used and the space was needed to make the restrooms ADA compliant.  Jim Gaston expresses that he does not agree with the proposed outdoor dining area, and that he does not think moving chairs and tables into the planned pro shop space will solve the problem.  Greg Butts advised they can rearrange the space they have to meet the NSGT criteria is all of which we have requested of them, which is a minimum of 2000 sq. ft. heated and cool.  
Lynn Warren with Planning and Development did a survey of the Central Arkansas golf courses before they made changes to the DeGray Lake Resort State Park Pro Shop.  Private courses have showers and typically they are expected.  However, at public courses, golfers don’t shower there, they come play and leave, and shower elsewhere.  Greg Butts noted that VCR’s overnight guests will have shower facilities at the lodge or state park cabins and campgrounds.  Ms. Warren noted that pro shop sizes for public and private courses ranged from 1, 000 -1,200 sq. ft.   Jim Gaston advised he is looking for a first class, outstanding facility and he looks at this project more as a country club not just a public golf course.



Jim Gaston made the motion that was seconded by Bill Barnes to the following comments for response to the February 14th plan review deadline:
· Request review of the 1 water closet and 2 urinals in the men’s bathroom to be at least 2 water closets and 2 urinals;

· That the snack bar/dining area is required to be enclosed per the NSGT criteria and that in doing so, that the proposed pro shop square footage    (816 sq. ft.) not be reduced.
· Designs should not include flat roofs

The motion carried.
