M I N U T E S

Entertainers Hall of Fame

Arkansas Hospitality Association

Little Rock, Arkansas

August 21, 2006
Entertainers Hall of Fame Board Members Present

Don Christian, Chairman

Don Wright

Brenda McAnulty

Steve Stephens

Bonita Smith

Jackie Stewart

Entertainers Hall of Fame Board Members Absent

Kathy Wheatley

Chuck Dodson

Bubba Sullivan

Richard Levi

Jerry Horne, ex-officio

Guests Present

Bob Purvis, Pine Bluff Convention and Visitors Bureau

Susie Madsen, Pine Bluff Convention and Visitors Bureau

Arkansas Dept. of Parks and Tourism Staff Present

Richard W. Davies, Executive Director

Gloria Robins, Executive Assistant

Call to Order


Chairman Don Christian called the meeting to order at 1:30 a.m.. Gloria Robins called the roll.  

Financial Report

Richard W. Davies explained to the new board members that Parks and Tourism is the banker of the funds and the EHF Board makes the decision on induction ceremonies.  The State Parks, Recreation and Travel Commission (SPRTC) establish policy for the Hall of Fame.  Of the initial $300,000, the Commission pledged $250,000 
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for exhibitory  for Pine Bluff to establish a home for the Hall of Fame.  The SPRTC appropriated $50,000 for banquet expenses, allotting $10,000 a year for the ceremonies or until the $50,000 is spent with portions of that to be repaid from ticket sales to keep the program going.   Mr. Davies stated that the ending cash balance as of June 30, 2006 is $46,311.33 to be used for paying meeting and future banquet expenses.

  Bob Purvis stated of the original balance of $250,000 allotted for exhibits, $225,772 was spent in the first year bringing the balance to $24,000, which was spent on exhibits in 2003.  Bob Purvis stated the estimated budget for the 2005 ceremony was $55,927 with final expenses totaling $57,721.  Mr. Purvis stated there wasn’t enough funding to continue building exhibits and conducting ceremonies.  
  Steve Stephens suggested a task force appointed by the Chairman to explore the possibility of moving the Hall of Fame.   Chairman Christian suggested contacting previous living inductees for their support.  A discussion followed on possible ways to increase attendance at the ceremonies and how to pay for future exhibits.
Chairman Christian asked fellow board members to formulate their ideas on how to secure the future of the Hall of Fame exhibits and suggestions for increasing the attendance at the ceremonies and send them to Gloria Robins at Parks and Tourism by September 13 for discussion at the October 4 board meeting.

Gloria Robins and Susie Madsen distributed notebooks with possible famous Arkansan’s information to be considered for induction.   The Chairman asked that their nominations for the next induction ceremony be sent also by September 13.

Bob Purvis will host lunch at Noon on October 4 at the Arkansas Hospitality Association.  
