M I N U T E S

Entertainers Hall of Fame

Arkansas Hospitality Association

Little Rock, Arkansas

August 3, 2005

Entertainers Hall of Fame Board Members Present

Don Christian, Chairman

Don Wright

T. O. Miller

Brenda McAnulty

Kathy Wheatley

Steve Stephens

Entertainers Hall of Fame Board Members Absent

Joel Ruminer

Chuck Dodson

Teri Bethge

Bubba Sullivan

Jerry Horne, ex-officio

Guests Present

Bob Purvis, Pine Bluff Convention and Visitors Bureau

Susie Madsen, Pine Bluff Convention and Visitors Bureau

Greg Gustek, Pine Bluff Convention and Visitors Bureau

Arkansas Dept. of Parks and Tourism Staff Present

Richard W. Davies, Executive Director

Gloria Robins, Executive Assistant

Call to Order


Vice Chairman Don Christian called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. and welcomed Steve Stephens to the Commission. Gloria Robins called the roll.  

Financial Report

Richard W. Davies explained that Parks and Tourism is the banker of the funds and the EHF Board makes the decision on induction ceremonies.  The State Parks, Recreation and Travel Commission (SPRTC) establish policy for the Hall of Fame.  Of 
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the initial $300,000, the Commission pledged $250,000 for exhibitory for Pine Bluff to establish a home for the Hall of Fame.  The SPRTC appropriated $50,000 for banquet expenses, allotting $10,000 a year for the ceremonies or until the $50,000 is spent with portions of that to be repaid from ticket sales to keep the program going.   Mr. Davies stated that the ending cash balance as of June 30 is $48,470 to be used for paying meeting and future banquet expenses.

  Bob Purvis stated of the original balance of $250,000 allotted for exhibits, $225,772 was spent in the first year bringing the balance to $24,000, which was spent on exhibits in 2003.  Greg Gustek stated the budget for the ceremony is $40,500 with estimated expenses totaling $55,927.  The difference of $15,427 will hopefully be funded by sponsorships and ticket sales.  
Entertainers Hall of Fame Ceremony Update


Susie Madsen said the ceremony will start at 7:00 p.m., and asked that everyone gather in the Presidential Suite at the Convention Center at 6:30 for a ceremony briefing.  The theme will be the Hollywood theme as last year.   

   She reported that Steve Stephens will be doing the video voice over and Richard Davies will Emcee the ceremony.  Miss Teen Arkansas USA Ashton Schmidt will assist with the trophies. Everything is on schedule with 1220 Exhibits and still receiving artifacts for the display cases.  They will be installed the week of the ceremony.

Publicity and advertising has been arranged with Inviting Arkansas, Active Years, Soiree, and the Arkansas Press Association. The Press Association will distribute it to all their members, which will add credibility to the ceremony. Richard Davies suggested contacting the Arkansas Broadcasters Association to see if they would also help promote the ceremony.  He suggested sending photos along with the press release.  Ms. Madsen reported that a press release and ticket order form has been placed on Collin Raye’s website.  Steve Stephens mentioned that Brooks and Dunn would be in Little Rock this month performing and suggested getting Ronnie Dunn to do a PSA promoting the ceremony.

Inductees and/or representatives who will attend are Collin Raye, Lawrence Hamilton, Elizabeth Williams, John Michael Talbot, Jim Porter, Trey Bruce (son) for Ed Bruce, Carla Robinson (daughter) for John Weston, Crockett Frizzell (son) for Lefty Frizzell, and Bob Brumley (son) for Albert Brumley.  

HF Minutes

August 3, 2005

Page 3


Entertainment for the evening will include Collin Raye, Lawerence Hamilton accompanied by 1996 Inductee Randy Goodrum, John Michael Talbot and Crockett Frizzell son of Lefty Frizzell.  Big Man & The Wheels will perform at the reception following the ceremony.  It was decided that the artists would have a limit of two songs.

Tickets are on sale now through September 28th at $50 each or $350 for tables of eight.  Steve Stephens suggested getting major sponsors for the event.  It was the consensus of the Commission that they would solicit sponsorships for $1,000 which would give the sponsor one table with preferential seating, recognition in the program, press releases and Mr. Davies will thank them during the ceremony.  Also make sure that the sponsor is using the table so that it wouldn’t be embarrassing to the sponsor and it will assist the PBCV with the meal count. Tickets should be returned to Susie by September 25.

Kathy Wheatley moved to ask all commissioners be responsible for selling 10 tickets or a table (a table of 8 plus 2 tickets at $350) and to seek $1,000 sponsorships for the ceremony.  Brenda McAnulty seconded and the motion carried.


Post and Wiederkehr wines will be served complimentary at the ceremony tables.  The reception will be cash bar.  The Royal Arkansas Hotel & Suites will cater the reception at food cost and will give the PBCV special room rates for the inductees.  Ms. Madsen asked that if the commissioners need rooms for that evening to let her know.

Susie Madsen asked the Commissioners if they would like to present the awards to the inductees and if so who would they like to assist.  Award trophies will be new this year, but look similar to the previous awards using the same logo. Don Wright will present John Michael Talbot, Kathy Wheatley will present Elizabeth Williams, T.O. Miller will present the late Albert Brumley’s award to his son Bob Brumley, Brenda McAnulty will present Collin Raye’s award, Don Christen will present Ed Bruce’s award who can’t attend to his son Trey Bruce, Steve Stephens will present Jim Porter, and Bubba Sullivan will present the late John Weston’s award to his family.  Ms. Madsen will contact the other commissioners to see which inductee they would like to present with their award.

   Kathy Wheatley moved to adjourn the meeting. Brenda McAnulty seconded and the motion carried.
