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Program Review:  July 1, 2002 - June 30, 2003

FYE 2003 proved to be another year of challenge and accomplishment for the Keep Arkansas Beautiful Commission.  This report highlights significant  activities and achievements.

Continuing interest and growth in the KArB Statewide Affiliate Network resulted in a year-end membership total of 86 organizations, representing 73 separate communities within 50 of the 75 Arkansas counties.  As more communities are increasing their efforts toward litter control, better waste management policy and scenic beautification improvements, they are attracted by guidance and support opportunities from KArB.  Accordingly, new Affiliate Guidelines were approved defining affiliate responsibilities and establishing a July through June reporting year. These were presented at a reception in the Governor’s Conference Room where new coordinator for Affiliate Services, Jack Singleton, was introduced.

Great Arkansas Cleanup 2002 (September-October):

Rewarding growth, surpassing even the GAC 2001 successful campaign, resulted in 60 cleanup events in 54 of the state's 75 counties with with increases in trash bag collection up 400% to more than 125,000; highway miles, up 63%, to over 3,700; and park/public areas cleaned, up 9%, to 135 sites.  Miles of shoreline cleaned decreased to 196 from last year's high of 556.  The nearly 16,000 participants collected more than 1,289 tons of trash and closed 14 illegal dump sites.  Approximately one-fourth of the refuse was recycled.

Keep America Beautiful Support:  

Professional development and networking opportunities were utilized by staffers Bob Phelps and Jack Singleton through attendance at the 2002 KAB national conference where Jack and Sarah Sexton of White River Planning & Development District received new coordinator training.  Additionally, Bob and Jack attended the KAB Mid-Year Conference, and Bob also participated in the State Leaders Council annual meeting.  

Buttanical Garden (February):

KArB's exhibit at the 2003 Arkansas Flower & Garden Show featured Arkansas' "most prolifically planted perennials" in a unique "Buttanical Garden".  The "garden" pathway, fountain, benches and plants featuring hundreds of  "planted" cigarette filters presented a stark contrast to the other traditional gardens, reminding citizens that they literally "reap what they sow" when misplacing cigarette litter.  

"Litter Bucks" were introduced, reflecting the $5 million cost of litter removal for the State of Arkansas.  The "Bucks" reverse side offered a survey of alternate use preferences for the litter bucks spent annually.
Keep Arkansas Beautiful Month (April):

"Trashiest, Most Revealing Style Show Ever"

The "Trashiest, Most Revealing Style Show Ever" was introduced during the Proclamation of Keep Arkansas Beautiful Month at the State Capitol.  The "style" show featured twelve of the state's reigning beauties in lab coats adorned with a particular type of litter, i.e., cigarette butts, foam cups, etc.  Humorous introductions of each was accompanied by statistical facts regarding a particular litter portrayed by each model representing the "trashy style" that one might encounter on roadsides, parks, etc. across the state.  The show concluded with representatives removing their "coats of litter" to reveal beautiful young women in fashionable spring attire, underscoring the message that the true beauty of Arkansas' natural environment can only be apparent when the litter is removed.  

"The Great American Cleanup - Arkansas"

Our five KAB local affiliates were joined by 177 other communities and/or groups in conducting 218 cleanup events. Over 9,000 participants contributed 30,000 volunteer hours, collecting over 2,465 tons of bagged trash.  Painting, recycling and planting events resulted in 167,000 pounds of metal recycled, 10,000 tires and 1000 batteries collected with 5,800 trees and shrubs planted.  A special cleanup was conducted in Bentonville, Arkansas, as one of the 17 nationwide stops by MTD during KAB's "Mow Across America".

"The Statewide Affiliate Conference"

Our fourth annual conference, held in Little Rock, was well attended and received high marks from attendees.  In addition to multiple concurrent sessions covering the three mission areas of litter prevention, recycling education and beautification, highlights included a repeat performance of the "Trashiest, Most Revealing Style Show Ever" and entertainment by a musical ensemble from the Ozark Folk Center.  Former U. S. Senator Dale Bumpers and KAB President Ray Empson were keynote speakers.  For the first time, the conference concluded with the gala 2003 Awards of Excellence Luncheon.  

"2003 Awards of Excellence"

The 2003 Awards Luncheon was preceded by a reception for finalists and guests hosted by First Lady Janet Huckabee at the Governor's Mansion.  At the luncheon, attended by more than 400 persons, twelve Awards of Excellence were presented Arkansas native quartz crystal trophies by Governor Mike Huckabee.  As an added bonus, this year's winners were presented a $500 cash award from Nucor Corporation to further stimulate local community environmental initiatives.  Charlotte Nabholz of Keep Faulkner County Beautiful was presented the first ARKeeper Award, recognizing her contributions of service to that KAB Affiliate.  

Litter Law Enforcement Appreciation:

Keep Arkansas Beautiful recently met with three Captains from the Wildlife Officer Corps, who serve as the enforcement arm of the Game & Fish Commission.  These Captains developed criteria for KArB to use in recognition of Wildlife Officers who are making a difference in litter enforcement.  Keep Arkansas Beautiful awarded a Litter Officer of the Year Award to Sgt. Rick Emery, who wrote 37 litter citations and assisted in 118 additional citations through special operations. We also presented Emery with a gift certificate for a sidearm of his choice from a gun manufacturing company.  We are now in discussion with several other state-wide law enforcement groups to develop similar programs. 
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