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An Overview of Keep Arkansas Beautiful – 2005

The Keep Arkansas Beautiful Commission, a Division of the Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism, is one of four state agencies that share proceeds of a 1/8 cent conservation sales tax which voters approved in 1996. Our one percent allocation of this revenue provides a yearly budget of slightly under $600,000 to accomplish its objectives of improving behaviors toward Arkansas’ environment in three mission areas: litter prevention/control; recycling/waste reduction; and scenic beautification/community improvement. The Commission consists of nine Governor-appointed members, the Executive Director and a two-person staff.
The Keep Arkansas Beautiful Foundation, a 501 (c) (3) organization, provides additional financial support and resources from sponsors and partnering organizations to Keep Arkansas Beautiful (KAB) activities. Volunteers are utilized in our programs through the Keep Arkansas Beautiful Community Action Network (CAN), an association consisting of Affiliates of Keep America Beautiful, Inc. and local community Chapters and Partners. This coalition of three entities, the Commission, the Foundation and CAN, along with our three mission focus areas, are symbolized by the three leaves depicted in our logo.  Together these elements represent the public interpretation of the Keep Arkansas Beautiful statewide program. 
Volunteers and leveraged partnerships enable the KAB system to return a value of more than Four Million Dollars per year to the State of Arkansas and its communities through cost reduction/avoidance and realized benefits, resulting in a favorable cost-benefit ratio of $6.80 per dollar of program cost. 
KAB sponsors two statewide cleanups each year: the Keep America Beautiful Great American Cleanup in Arkansas, March thru May; and our statewide Great Arkansas Cleanup in September and October. Last year these efforts again involved record numbers of volunteers, communities and accomplishments, greatly increasing awareness of the need for individual actions which benefit our state’s environment while providing education and activities to help achieve it.  
 In addition to our statewide community cleanups, KAB was pleased to have hosted two nationally recognized events during the 2005 Keep America Beautiful Great American Cleanup: a “Wrigley’s greenup” schoolyard landscaping improvement; and a “Honda Showcase” cleanup. Also, during our fall Great Arkansas Cleanup, we introduced a specialized recycling component to document and capture recyclable glass, plastic and metal beverage containers.
In April, we held our sixth annual Keep Arkansas Beautiful Statewide Awards luncheon, where 27 businesses, government agencies, school and youth groups, and community organizations were recognized for environmental excellence within our three mission areas. Additionally, the gala event honored Gov. Mike Huckabee and First Lady Janet Huckabee by presenting each with the prestigious Carl Garner-Al Pollard Lifetime Achievement Award, the highest, and rarest honor – only the namesake honorees had previously received them – bestowed by KAB. Both the Governor 
and First Lady have consistently championed all aspects of KAB and have personally and enthusiastically supported our programs and activities. Also, two individuals were recognized for their exceptional achievements in promoting KAB mission values and received coveted ARKeeper Awards.  The Community Support Media Award was again presented to recognize significant publicity and support provided in behalf of local group improvement efforts. 
Litter Law Enforcement was the focus of several KAB initiatives involving state government agencies over the past year that will remain a central program and communication component in 2006. The state’s new litter reporting system allows citizens to become actively involved in identifying littering individuals and permits personalized education for the reported offenders. KAB aggressively conducts an extensive public awareness campaign to publicize the system and encourage its use. Through a consortium of partners, KAB vigorously promotes a simple unified message that utilizes both conventional media and non-traditional marketing opportunities. Communications developed for this campaign have received favorable notice, including Rogers Awards recognition. The program generates over 600 calls per month. 

The KAB Litter Law Enforcement Officer of the Year Award was presented to four individuals, recognizing their outstanding efforts in increasing awareness of the state’s laws, encouraging compliance and punishing offenders. This program relies on community policing principals of education, intervention and prevention in addition to the issuing of citations.
Education remains a priority for KAB. We have developed and are testing a new comprehensive, Service-Learning based, Litter Free Zone school campus program and have implemented a statewide school Butterfly Gardening program. We continue to offer our “Clean Getaway”, “BUTTanical Garden” and “Trashy Style Show” performances to schools and community groups. Additionally, we are working to engage schools to undertake recycling programs utilizing the “Keep America Beautiful School Recycling Guide” as well as Weyerhaeuser and American Forest Grant programs.  We also continue to encourage utilization of “Waste-in-Place” and “Clean Sweep USA” as resource materials.
Interest and participation in Keep America Beautiful programs is greater than ever, with seven communities currently in pre-certification. We continue to work with our five Certified Affiliates to increase their level of activity and accomplishment in their communities. We are particularly proud that 399 community groups took part in this year’s Great American Cleanup and that our valued partner, the Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department, will receive a Keep America Beautiful DOT Award -  their first - at the 52nd National Conference.

For 2006, in addition to all continuing programs, KAB will concentrate its efforts on community development to help local organizations grow in their environmental improvement interests and activities within the CAN; work to further develop environmental education opportunities and programs for schools and the general public; and initiate and conduct a coordinated, multi-governmental agency media communications and public relations campaign to raise public awareness of the negative consequences of cigarette litter, the state’s most reported litter law violation.

Our mission remains to preserve and protect the natural beauty and quality environment of Arkansas by engaging individuals to take greater responsibility for enhancing their local community environments through effective actions toward preventing litter, encouraging recycling and promoting scenic beautification. 
