An Overview: The Keep Arkansas Beautiful Program: July 2007-June 2008

The Keep Arkansas Beautiful (KAB) program embraces three organizations which, working together, help accomplish our shared charge of motivating individuals to accept greater responsibility for improving their community environments. These three reciprocal groups are symbolized by the three leaves of our logo. These leaves also reiterate our three focus areas of litter prevention and control; recycling and waste reduction; and scenic beautification and community improvement. Together, these elements represent the public interpretation of the KAB statewide program. 


The Keep Arkansas Beautiful Commission operates as a Division of the Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism and is one of four state agencies that share revenue from the 1/8 cent Conservation Sales Tax which voters approved in 1996. Our one percent allocation of this revenue enables a yearly budget of $700,000 (FY09)  to accomplish mission objectives. The Commission consists of nine Governor appointed members, the Executive Director and a two-person staff.


The Keep Arkansas Beautiful Foundation, a 501 (c) (3) organization, provides additional financial support and resources from sponsors and partnering organizations to augment KAB program activities. 

Keep Arkansas Beautiful is also the State Affiliate for Keep America Beautiful, Inc, the nation’s largest community improvement organization. As such, we adhere to the principles of the organization and promote and direct their programs and activities in our state. We recruit and encourage local community groups to join the Keep America Beautiful system network and to become Certified Affiliates. By associating in this national network, our communities can better attract, support and utilize volunteers who magnify the effect of local litter prevention and environmental improvement programs.      

Our tangible results are dependent on the voluntary actions of committed individuals who are willing to demonstrate their concern and community pride toward a clean and healthy environment.  Volunteers are developed for our programs through the Keep Arkansas Beautiful Community Action Network (CAN), an association consisting of Affiliates of Keep America Beautiful, Inc, and our KAB community Chapters and Partners. These volunteers and leveraged partnerships in CY07 enabled the KAB program to return a value of more than $ 3.5 Million to the state of Arkansas and its communities through cost reduction, avoidance and realized savings, resulting in a favorable cost-benefit ratio of $6.33 per dollar of program cost. 


KAB sponsors two statewide cleanups each year; the Keep America Beautiful Great American Cleanup in Arkansas, March-May, and our statewide Great Arkansas Cleanup, September-November. In FYo8, these programs again involved impressive numbers of volunteers (40,567), hours (164,719) and communities (555), greatly increasing awareness of the need for individual actions which benefit our state’s environment while providing education and activities to help achieve it.

Expanded grant funding enabled representatives of our nine local community Keep America Beautiful Certified Affiliates to receive national training in CY07. In August, 26 attendees, including staff and six Commission members, participated in the Keep America Beautiful Mid-Year Affiliates Forum in Memphis.   In addition, greater grant opportunities have developed for  organizations who become Certified Keep America Beautiful Affiliates. These funds also provide support for local Affiliates to meet and comply with both good standing criteria for professional development and sustainability.


Guided by our  recently commissioned research study, we launched a new mission-directed campaign to inspire individuals, groups and communities to SHINE, to “Keep Arkansas Clean & Green” and to take greater responsibility for the appearance, health and protection of our state’s treasured environmental quality. Its purpose is to elevate the public’s awareness, attitudes and practices regarding littering behavior and related issues. The project embraces persuasive message concepts for reinforcing appropriate conduct and to educate and stimulate improved citizen and public actions toward effectively keeping Arkansas clean, green, attractive and environmentally and economically sound.   



To complement our new SHINE campaign, in June 2008, KAB introduced a new SHINE Awards program to recognize community excellence. The scheduled (November ’08) SHINE Symposium will educate community leaders to resources and programs to advance the clean and green state agenda. 

In December 2007, the Commission held a three-day Retreat at Mount Magazine State Park Lodge for reviewing programs and operations and to discuss  issues, ideas and future direction. The retreat proved to be so beneficial that we plan to make it an annual event, having scheduled the next one for September 2008.


Litter Law Awareness was again a central focus for the Commission and related state government agencies over the past year. Arkansas’ statewide litter reporting system continues to encourage citizens to become actively involved in identifying littering individuals and permits personalized education for the reported offenders. KAB aggressively conducts an extensive public awareness campaign to publicize the system and promote its use. Through a consortium of partners, KAB vigorously promotes a simple, unified message that utilizes both conventional media and non-traditional marketing opportunities. Since its introduction in December 2004, the program totals more than 26,000 reports (June, 2008) and continues to generate about 600 letters per month. Cigarette litter, comprising more than half of all calls, continues to be the state’s most reported litter law violation.

To raise awareness and combat cigarette litter, six Keep America Beautiful Affiliates have conducted Cigarette Litter Prevention Programs (CLPP) with grants from Keep America Beautiful and the Keep Arkansas Beautiful Foundation. The Commission directed a campaign to all Arkansas hospitals to offer suggestions on controlling ambient cigarette litter and accompanying snack refuse as a result of campus smoking restrictions.  


Public awareness of littering and messages to correct the attitudes, practices and behaviors that cause it, continue to dominate our media and public relations promotions. We maintain a year-round, substantial radio, television and outdoor advertising presence, augmented by specialized messages to develop interest and participation in our statewide cleanups and community improvement programs. Direct communications with individuals and groups remain a vital link to our volunteers and supporters, and we increasingly utilize electronic means to accomplish rapid news and information delivery. In addition to our award-winning website, www.KeepArkansasBeautiful.com, we distribute timely and topical information in our Keepsake format and email bulletins to contact and inform our statewide network of individuals and groups of current and future program actives.


Education remains a priority for KAB; our service-learning based school campus programs and statewide volunteer Butterfly Gardening Teams are active. We continue to offer our Clean Getaway, BUTTanical Garden and Trashy Style Show performance programs to schools and community groups. Additionally, we work to engage schools to undertake recycling programs utilizing the Keep America Beautiful School Recycling Guide, Waste in Place and Clean Sweep USA as resource materials. We also encourage community development programs to help local organizations grow in their environmental improvement interests, provide statewide activities for volunteer involvement and support environmental education events, opportunities and programs for schools and the general public. 


Through the statement of our mission, “Inspiring and educating individuals to prevent litter, recycle and keep Arkansas beautiful”, our objective remains to preserve, protect and enhance the state’s natural beauty and prized environment to insure sustainability of Arkansas’ valued quality of life. We continue to work to achieve this objective by engaging individuals to become involved and accept personal accountability for improving their local community environments through effective actions toward preventing litter, encouraging recycling and promoting scenic beautification. 
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