Keep Arkansas Beautiful CY 2009 Program Review:

The Keep Arkansas Beautiful Commission started 2009 with an ever increasing consciousness of the need for environmental and community sustainability in our state. This awareness was provided by our 2008 messaging to individuals and communities, encouraging them to “SHINE! Keep Arkansas Clean & Green” and supported by our first biennial Clean & Green Symposium near the close of 2008.


This attention to applying our mission areas to specific issues that impact citizens and their communities was coalesced in another first: our Commission/Affiliate Retreat held at Mt. Magazine which provided training, planning and renewal opportunities to all attendees with shared understanding, camaraderie and networking. 
We also reached out to communities through our on-site Commission meetings in Sherwood, Murfreesboro and Fayetteville and during the SHINE Community Award winners’ presentations in Brookland, Fayetteville, Hot Springs, Lowell, Van Buren and Waldron. Our Shine message and call to individual action was shared with attendees at the Governor’s Conference on Tourism in Ft. Smith through our sponsorship of Chad Pregracke’s enthusiastic and entertaining appearance and the inspirational background of how he began his river cleanup organization.

In 2009 we welcomed three new Commissioners: JeNelle Lipton, Greg Morris and Carroll Prewett and memorialized our late Chairman, Gelene MacDowell, through a dedicated garden in Chaffee Crossing in Ft. Smith funded by donations received by the Keep Arkansas Beautiful Foundation. Your director was elected Chairman of the Keep America Beautiful State Leaders Council; the group works with KAB staff to study and shape the national organization’s policy and programs. Randy Frazier again provided his skilled leadership at the SLC annual retreat as facilitator.

The year also was one of achievement within our Keep America Beautiful state program: Eight of our local Arkansas community certified affiliates were recognized as President’s Circle recipients, and the Commission office received our fifth consecutive President’s Circle Gold level distinction. Additionally, we secured two national Rogers media awards. Hot Springs/Garland County Beautification Committee won a national affiliate award for innovation and both HSGCBC and Keep Van Buren Beautiful were awarded prestigious KAB Cigarette Litter Prevention Program national recognition and grants. Additionally, the City of Ozark completed pre-certification training in November and is in progress to become the state’s tenth KAB local affiliate in the spring. 

Cigarette litter, the leading litter item reported to the 866 Litter Hotline, and the most prolific littered item worldwide, continued to attract interest around the state: John Pope was influential in guiding legislation that will provide business owners with tax incentives for placing cigarette urns outside their property; the Hot Springs/Garland County Beautification Commission conducted a breakthrough cigarette study for CLPP; and Keep Arkansas Beautiful installed highway billboards that reinforced the message that cigarette butts are indeed litter,  urging the need for their proper disposal, especially by the traveling public. 

Promotional efforts in 2009 featured continuation of our SHINE! Keep Arkansas Clean & Green messaging with media ads that suggested specific solutions to improve personal environmental stewardship in the Natural State. Our sponsorship of Arkansas Radio Sports Network Razorback football and basketball continued, while the Arkansas Broadcasters Association’s NCSA participation again yielded remarkable value, a ROI of over$20.00 per dollar expense, for our message distribution statewide.    
Statewide cleanups were again a major focus, and achievements, for the Keep Arkansas Beautiful program during 2009, having completed another successful Great American Cleanup last spring, and Great Arkansas Cleanup this past fall - which was coordinated by Mangan Holcomb Partners as a result of an RFP contract to provide this service for both statewide cleanups through FY12. The campaign included the return of productive partnerships with the U.S. Corps of Engineers’ Little Rock and Vicksburg Districts on all Arkansas Corps lakes, as well as the Arkansas Dept. of Environmental Quality’s granting landfill waivers to participating cleanup organizations.

2009 also saw a renewed commitment to advance environmental education that promotes waste reduction:  reduce/reuse/recycle was the theme at the Arkansas Legislators’ reception in February. In support of the Keep America Beautiful acquisition of America Recycles Day, Keep Arkansas Beautiful proclaimed November as Recycling Education month, and community groups were encouraged to conduct ARD events and activities.


Education through Service Learning was instituted into Arkansas schools in 2009 by means of the Keep Arkansas Beautiful Foundation’s Litter-Free Zone school campus curriculum. Made possible through an $80,000 grant from the Walmart Foundation, the new program was developed and tested in three schools initially, then expanded into another ten schools. A subsequent $82,000 grant will permit sustaining the 13 original program schools, while adding ten additional schools in 2010.


As we plan for 2010, your Commission leadership is mindful of the economic challenges that revised State of Arkansas revenue forecasts may present but plan to continue utilizing operating and fiscal efficiencies that permit exceptional opportunities for inspiring, educating and involving citizens in our mission advancement and our program activities.  We enter this new decade with the same energy, excitement and commitment of purpose that marked the previous one; we look forward to continuing to enjoy and benefit from the extraordinary interest, contribution and abilities provided by the Commission, staff and support personnel and allied organizations.


We look back in appreciation and gratitude to the hundreds of thousands of volunteers, supporters and partners who have enabled the Keep Arkansas Beautiful program through its first twenty years, and forward - with anticipation and optimism – secure that working together we will continue to deliver the inspiration and education that we are charged with providing citizens, thus contributing to our State’s community and environmental improvement, economic enhancement and valued quality of life.
Submitted by Robert Phelps, Executive Director, January 28, 2010.
