Executive Director’s Report:

Keep Arkansas Beautiful Commission Meeting: January 28, 2010 ________________________________________________________________________
1.   Happy New Year! As we begin our journey into the second decade of the 21st Century, I want each of you to know the gratitude I feel for the enthusiasm and dedication that you continue to give to our efforts to improve our state and its communities. Your support to staff and our program is integral to our shared success in the coming months and thoroughly appreciated. 

2.   Though faced with leaner revenue forecasts and a mandate from Governor Beebe for tighter fiscal management, we will continue to apply adequate funding to vigorously maintain program energy and growth through 2010. 

3.   We will again produce our two annual statewide volunteer-led cleanups, the spring Keep America Beautiful Great American Cleanup and our fall Great Arkansas Cleanup, this year aided with coordination assistance through Mangan Holcomb Partners, the result of our 2009 RFP process for this service.

4.  During 2o10, we will maintain our public environmental and community improvement awareness, education and responsibility advancement through media messaging under our ongoing Shine! Keep Arkansas Clean & Green campaign, adding a survey of public impressions to guide its future utilization.  

5.  Plus, we will continue the stimulating and well-received Community SHINE Awards and the Clean & Green Symposium programs, ancillary support projects to inspire, engage and involve communities and individuals to implement pride-building activities.

6.  In support of these events, we will have greater interactivity with the Arkansas Municipal League and County Judges Association through attendance and promotion during their conferences.

7.  Other outreach activities will include: active participation in allied conferences, Governor’s Conference on Tourism and the Arkansas Recycling Coalition, among others; conducting Commission meetings in local community venues; and actively supporting all school campus Litter-Free Zone Certifications. 

8.  Throughout 2010 we will again support the programs of the Keep Arkansas Beautiful Foundation’s Arkansas Broadcasters Association NCSA and the Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department’s Statewide Litter Reporting System, through targeted media campaigns.
 9.  Further, we anticipate continuing our information distribution partnership with the Arkansas Dept. of Finance and Administration through the Dept. of Motor Vehicles and to sustain our trash can signage placements at AHTD Rest Stops, ADPT Tourist Information Centers and State Parks, AG&FC Nature Centers and ADH museums and natural areas.
10.  New partnerships will be explored with the Arkansas Good Roads Council for opportunities involving the state trucking industry in our anti-littering efforts and with the Tourism and State Parks Divisions of ADPT for new or expanded recycling and cigarette litter prevention efforts.

11.  Our promotion and management of the state’s Keep America Beautiful program will involve increased emphasis on attracting and certifying new KAB local community affiliates while also providing current Arkansas Certified Affiliates greater support opportunities and benefits.
12.  We will continue active in-state involvement with KAB’s national office through overseeing the local coordination to produce a 2010 Great American Cleanup Showcase Event, A Scott’s Community Garden Project, in Bentonville in April, plus new implementations of CLPP research projects. 

13.  We expect 2010 to be another busy, challenging, vigorous and rewarding year, filled with opportunity and accomplishment, as we work together to educate and inspire individuals to prevent litter, recycle and keep Arkansas beautiful.
