Executive Director’s Report
Keep Arkansas Beautiful Commission Meeting: January 27, 2011 ________________________________________________________________________

1.  I am pleased to report that Keep America Beautiful, Inc. on December 10, 2010, recognized our former Commission Chairman, Randy Frazier, as the 2010 recipient of the Iron Eyes Cody Award, its highest honor. Randy joins Carl Garner, who was the first Iron Eyes Cody winner, and former United States Senator Dale Bumpers, as Arkansas’ only exemplary environmental leaders receiving this commendable distinction. 

2.  Also, during the KAB National Conference, the Keep Arkansas Beautiful Foundation was presented with the State Affiliate Innovation Award for its Litter Free Zone Campus Program. The Keep Arkansas Beautiful Commission received the Diamond Level in recognition of its sixth consecutive Gold Level President’s Circle achievement and was named winner of the Rogers Award for best statewide television advertising.

3. Additionally, President’s Circle recognition was extended to our KAB local affiliates in Faulkner County (KFCB), Hot Springs/Garland County (HSGCBC), Jacksonville (KJB), Sherwood (KSB), Van Buren (KVBB), Pine Bluff/Jefferson County (PBJCCB) and Ozark (KOB). Two affiliates, Hot Springs/Garland County Beautification Commission and Pine Bluff/Jefferson County Clean & Beautiful, also garnered recognition for their granted programs.

4.  Commissioners John Pope and Georgette Garner joined Sarah Wruck and me representing the Keep Arkansas Beautiful Commission during the KAB 57th National Conference, and Gloria Sumner (PBJCCB), Adam Roberts (HSGCBC), Randy Frazier and Jack Singleton also attended the Orlando, FL meeting.

5.  I concluded my term as Chairman of the KAB State Leaders Council at year end but remain on the KAB Senior Management Committee and will continue to meet with KAB staff biweekly throughout 2011. Additionally, I will host the KAB State Leaders Conference at Winthrop Rockefeller Institute on Petit Jean Mountain during its annual meeting, July 19 -21.
6.  In 2011, we will focus our KAB progress toward encouraging all of our local affiliates to meet the good standing requirements, qualify for the President’s Circle designation and to develop stronger boards and organizational support from their communities. We hope to expand local affiliation into four or more communities to increase our total KAB affiliates to 14 within the year.

7.  The Keep Arkansas Beautiful Foundation Litter Free Zone Campus Program has concluded its Phase II grant and will be reporting results to the Walmart Foundation this spring. The KABF Board will be assessing future LFZ program development and sustainability opportunities and evaluating strategies to attract new funding for possible continuation or expansion of LFZ for the 2011 fall term and beyond.
8.  The KAB Foundation is also pursuing capacity building to enable the hiring of a paid executive and greatly expand its programs to support and augment the Keep Arkansas Beautiful mission. The Foundation hopes to offer increased financial incentives and greater opportunities to the state’s KAB affiliates toward helping them strengthen their presence in their communities, developing and increasing community quality of life, attractiveness, desirability and development potentials.

9.  Plans are underway for the 2011 Keep America Beautiful Great American Cleanup in Arkansas, the annual spring statewide cleanup campaign we sponsor each year. Sarah Wruck will be leading the effort, assisted by State Coordinator Heide Harrell of Mangan Holcomb Partners. Supplies are in route from KAB and will be distributed to participating organizations across the state in time for the March 1st kickoff.

10.  As in years past, in 2011 we intend to seek partnership and working cooperation with other state and national organizations to magnify the State’s environmental benefits from our work. We will continue to seek and develop opportunities that can combine and expand individual influence into collective greater accomplishment and improved results. We will continue to attend and participate in conferences, events, meetings and other similar activities to attract and engage new and renewed partners, sponsors and supporters. 
11.  The latest Arkansas Broadcasters Association NCSA report, August – October, 2010, revealed that the value of broadcast messages totaled $ 128,241.62 for the quarter, and
$ 355,627.64 year-to-date, resulting in a favorable  ratio of benefit to cost of $ 19.22>$1.00 for the three quarters.

12.  The most recent AHP Litter Hotline report, through January 8, 2011, confirms that calls remain active at around 120+/- per week with a total 44,835 calls received since inception in late 2004. Tobacco products continue to overwhelmingly lead reported items at 23,948, representing 53.4% of total items reported.
13.  To help educate citizens of the need to improve their tobacco waste disposal behavior and reduce this ubiquitous litter, the Keep Arkansas Beautiful Foundation has joined with Adam Roberts, and the Hot Springs /Garland County Beautification Commission, to sponsor a series of appearances in public venues to promote Cigarette Litter Education. The tour features an SUV wrapped graphic of a huge cigarette butt with the message, “This should be the only butt on the road.”

14. Also, a series of print and outdoor messages are in the media reminding the public that cigarette butts are trASH to help drive awareness of the need to improve disposal.

15.  The Governor’s Conference on Tourism is scheduled for March 6-8 in Little Rock. We traditionally offer two Commissioners the opportunity to officially represent us during this meeting. If you have an interest in attending, please mention it during the January meeting so the selections can be affirmed.

16.  Please remember to supply Brenda with your total volunteer hours report for 2010; we must compile and report KAB’s total figures by month’s end. Last year, KAB was the leading state agency with volunteer hours, totaling a benefit of over $5.5 Million in value.
17.  Also, please remember to file your Statement of Financial Interest with the Secretary of State by January 31.  Sign and leave your TR-1 forms with Brenda during the January 27th Commission meeting.
18.  Two guests have been invited to visit the Commission during our meeting: Fran Flener, State Drug Director of Arkansas, with the Take Back Prescription Drug Program; and, Dreykus Love, a student at Little Rock Central High School, who was featured in an Arkansas Democrat-Gazette article about environmental videos he has produced.
19.  The Commission office relocation has finally been completed, and everyone is settled into new offices and familiar routine work. We invite you to experience our new quarters, directly off the MAC Building, 4th floor, off the North-South corridor, along the East hallway – the one leading to our former space inside ADPT. 
20.  Please travel safely – we look forward to visiting with you during the meeting.  

