Executive Director’s Report
Keep Arkansas Beautiful Commission Meeting: July 28, 2011

___________________________________________________

1.  The Keep America Beautiful Great American Cleanup in Arkansas is completed, and a final report has been compiled; Sarah and Heide will share results with us during our July meeting.

2.  As previously reported, the Keep America Beautiful State Leaders Council will hold its annual meeting in Little Rock, July 19-21. I am hosting, and Randy is facilitating again this year; we expect to have around 28 attendees from at least 20 different states. We’ll report on our observations.
3. Keep America Beautiful has again awarded community affiliate HSGCBC and Adam Roberts another major CLPP grant – this one for a massive research project on Lake Ouachita involving multiple sites and cooperation from the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers.
4.  Please remember that, due to the KAB Annual Conference being held in New Orleans, November 30-December 2, 2011, we have cancelled the Arkansas KAB Affiliate Clean & Green Symposium. We are encouraging affiliates to take advantage of this convenient venue and our training grant programs, to attend this national meeting instead. 
5.  The KAB Recycling Division has invited Keep Arkansas Beautiful to again serve as state coordinator for America Recycles Day. We will publicize ARD as well as promote and support local events.
6.  I will be speaking to the Jonesboro Chamber of Commerce November 15th as a part of America Recycles Day and will be presenting an overview session of our programs to the Arkansas Recycling Coalition during its State Conference, September 21st in Eureka Springs.
7. As a result of the AR Municipal League Conference in June, we have received contact from several communities expressing interest about KAB Affiliation. Sarah and I will be following through with them to assess the seriousness of their intentions and, hopefully, successfully encourage precertification.
8.  The Shine Awards notification/entry mailers have been sent; Sarah’s report will contain details of this year’s project.
9.  The Commission’s June 30, 2011 financial statement is attached for your review. As forecast during our May meeting, we did not fully expend all funds authorized for the FY11 budget; we ended the year with $76,882 of unused appropriation. This will permit our fund balance and revenue from our one percent portion of the state’s 1/8 cent conservation sales tax to be used to support our FY12 budget.
10.  The Commission marketing plan with Mangan Holcomb Partners has been allocated; Julie will review it with you and submit it for approval. 

11.  Julie will also preview the new Commission website, produced by Aristotle, which will soon be replacing our current site design. 

12. Sarah and Heide will present plans for the 2011 Great Arkansas Cleanup. I am pleased to report that all of the 2010 sponsors return for this year’s campaign.

13. New Congressional Districts have been established, creating major changes in the 1st, 3rd and 4th Districts. We have not yet been notified how this may affect our Commission vacancy due to the resignation of Greg Morris.

14. The AHTD Litter Hotline continues to attract callers reporting observed littering. More than 47,700 items have been reported through July 2, 2011, with cigarettes butts and tobacco products continuing to be the most reported items. 
15.  As always, please make your own reservations, plan to join us in North Little Rock on July 28, 2011, travel safely, and be sure to leave your TR-1 forms and receipts with Brenda by the close of the meeting.

