Executive Director’s Report:

Keep Arkansas Beautiful Commission Meeting: May 26, 2011

___________________________________________________
1.  The Keep America Beautiful (KAB) Great American Cleanup in  Arkansas is nearing completion and, pending final reports, it appears that the volunteer numbers, events and communities participating and their cleanup results will be exceptional. Obviously, the biggest beneficiaries of these efforts will be the state and its natural environment: spring cleaning just in time to welcome visitors!

2.  As previously reported, Keep America Beautiful distributed the proceeds of the Lowe’s grant funds to certified affiliates in Arkansas that are in good standing and completed an address verification form. KAB encouraged affiliates to use the grant funds to support local Great American Cleanup activities. The $248.20 checks were distributed to Keep Arkansas Beautiful as well as the following certified local affiliates: Hot Springs/Garland County Beautification Commission; Keep Faulkner County Beautiful; Keep Jacksonville Beautiful; Keep Ozark Beautiful; Keep Sherwood Beautiful; Keep Van Buren Beautiful; Pine Bluff/Jefferson County Clean & Beautiful Commission.
3. Also, KAB awarded CLPP grants to Hot Springs/Garland County Beautification Commission, Keep Van Buren Beautiful and Keep Sherwood Beautiful. All are multiyear CLPP grant recipients. 

4.  The KAB Recycling Division recently awarded Coca-Cola/KAB bin grants to the City of Conway and the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences for use in their recycling programs. These two grants were among the 70 awarded from over 800 applications nationwide. 

5. The Recycling Division of KAB continues to add programs and benefits to the two dozen state recycling organizations (SRO) that are affiliated with it and offer KAB affiliates new and expanded opportunities for their communities. Preparations are underway for a larger America Recycling Day promotion in addition to the Recycle Mania and sponsored bin grants programs offered.

6.  The venue for the KAB State Leaders Council annual meeting, July 19-21, has been moved from the Winthrop Rockefeller Institute on Petit Jean Mountain to the Capital Hotel in Little Rock. Complications arose that necessitated the move. I expect to host state leaders and KAB staff from 24 +/- different states, thus introducing many first-time visitors to the urban attractions and enjoyment of our state’s capitol city.

7. The KAB/SLC family is saying goodbye to three stalwart veterans this summer. Sue Smith, KAB Director of Education and Training, Lynn Cobb, State Leader, Keep Georgia Beautiful, and Bob Haskins, State Leader, Keep Alabama Beautiful, have all announced retirement plans. Their leadership and friendship will be greatly missed.

8.  We are pleased to report that Chairman John Pope has been reappointed to the Commission with his new term extending through January 14, 2017. Congratulations, John!

9.  The Commission donated its on-line media resources to the Arkansas Dept. of Human Services (DHS) and the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) to help promote the Drug Take Back program to collect unwanted prescription drugs on April 30. Supporting publicity was offered via these communication channels: our website, Facebook page and our Talk Business “Clean & Green” segment. Commissioner Georgette Garner serves on the state Drug Take Back Task Force.

10.  Additionally, we partnered with DHS in support of its Green Week in April. We furnished literature, litter bags, stickers to the environmental-awareness events that are designed to encourage the state’s largest government agency to volunteer to help make a difference in their state and the world.

11. On May 4, Julie Robbins and I visited with Lane Kidd and Shannon Newton of the Arkansas Truckers Association to explore partnership opportunities for involving them in anti-litter education and activism. The exchange was very positive, resulting in our distributing promotional items at their May ATA Conference plus investigating several other ideas to utilize our messaging.

12.  Sarah will report on support activities we were involved in surrounding various Earth Day observations around the state.

13. The Keep Arkansas Beautiful April 30, 2011 financial report is attached for your review. The Y-T-D expenditures of $467,464 reflect 66% of our appropriated FY2011 budget. With two months remaining in our current operating year, I anticipate that we will again carry forward funds to apply toward the FY 2012 budget.

14.  The Commission’s FY2012 budget, which begins July 1st, has been approved. The appropriation for the 2011-2012 and 2012-2013 biennium is for $684,899 each fiscal year, which represents a .036 reduction of our current budget of $710,815.

15.  Contracts have been filed for Legislative Council review for FY2012, renewing Mangan Holcomb Partners for marketing services, $354,000, and Great American and Great Arkansas Cleanup coordination, $20,000.Additionally, our portion of the ADPT Aristotle contract will be $15,400, and the Keep Arkansas Beautiful Foundation’s ABA/NCSA contract is for $25,000. All contracts are for the period, 7.1.11 through 6.30.12. 

16. The ABA/NCSA statewide broadcast media utilization continues to produce impressive value in communicating our Keep Arkansas Beautiful messages to TV viewers and radio listeners.  For the most recent year end period, $486,826 worth of broadcast value was delivered at a ROI of $19.47 per $1.00 expense.

17.  The AHTD Litter Hotline continues to attract the attention of callers reporting observed littering. Nearly 42,000 items have been reported with tobacco products (cigarettes butts) continuing to be the overwhelming items reported.

18.  As always, please make your own reservations, plan to join us in Fayetteville, travel safely and be sure to leave your TR-1 forms with Brenda by the close of the meeting.

