Executive Director’s Report:

Keep Arkansas Beautiful Commission Meeting: May 27, 2010 ________________________________________________________________________

1.    I am pleased to report that Laurie Black has been reappointed to the Commission for a term ending January 14th, 2016. Please join me in welcoming her continuing service to our mission and our group.

2.    It has been a very active spring, with a lot of activity and accomplishment in many different areas. 

3.   To reach out to the Arkansas Trucking Association, John Pope and I met with Executive Director Lane Kidd and Board Member Steve Williams on April 5th to discuss allied concerns and to explore partnering opportunities. As a result, they will produce several over-the-road trailers wrapped in our “Please Do Not Litter” messaging, and we will work together to study how drivers can improve attitudes about littering.  

4.   On April 13th, Sarah Wruck and Alexis Sims accompanied me as I presented the Keep Arkansas Beautiful Foundation sponsorship request for the 2010 Great Arkansas Cleanup to the Arkansas State Highway Commission. As a result, KABF will again be receiving $25,000 from AHTD to help with our promotional incentives, joining Walmart, Keep America Beautiful, Inc.  and the Arkansas Dept. of Environmental Quality as participating supporters.

5.   Additionally, we continue to partner with AHTD with the Litter Hotline program – now having received over 40,000 calls – and the roadside signs that promote it as well as our SHINE messaging at all rest areas they maintain.

6.   I was privileged to participate in the 2oth Anniversary of the Madison County Recycling Center on April 17th.  And, joined by Commissioner Greg Morris, presented the citizens of the County an official KAB Commission Proclamation, extending our appreciation and congratulations on this noteworthy milestone for the truly unique center.  

7.  April 28th, the first LFZ certified school, R. E. Baker Elementary in Bentonville, hosted and conducted one of six national 2010 Great American Cleanup Showcase events, and very likely the most memorable one.  The “Give Back to Gro” edible community garden project was sponsored by The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company and Keep America Beautiful, with both expressing great admiration and appreciation for the outstanding event and program produced by the school students, staff, teachers and parents.

8.  Additionally, Keep Arkansas Beautiful was highly active in many April and Earth Day events. Sarah will feature these in her report. 

9.  With the end of May, the Great American Cleanup in Arkansas will wrap up what is expected to be a highly successful statewide spring cleanup and improvement season. Alexis and Sarah will offer a report and details during our May meeting.

10.  The Keep Arkansas Beautiful Foundation’s Litter Free Zone Campus Program has completed its first phase with the Certification of thirteen schools. These are located in Bentonville, East End, Van Buren, Fayetteville, Springdale, North Little Rock, Prairie Grove, Conway and Eureka Springs. 

11.   Additionally, the Phase II implementations of ten new schools and the continuation of the first
13 campus programs is expected to be completed within the soon-ending spring semester, concluding the program’s current grant funding from the Walmart Foundation. KABF will likely apply for another grant this fall to complete the planned Phase III portion of the original project and evaluate the program for future implementation and sustainability.

12.   Program Coordinator Jack Singleton’s list of the current participating Litter Free Zone schools is attached for your review.

13.   Two other Keep Arkansas Beautiful Foundation programs, the Arkansas Broadcasters Association NCSA and the Arkansas Outdoor Advertising Association’s billboard contribution, continue to provide the Commission hundreds of thousands of dollars yearly in promotional value.

14.  I have submitted the Commission budget request for FY2011 to the Arkansas Legislative Council for review. The only anticipated change over FY2010 will be for scheduled increases in payroll and matching services. We are fortunate to have the ability to carry forward funds, which will allow us to draw on our fund balance in the event that the budget isn’t fully funded by revenue from our portion of the 1/8 cent Conservation tax.

15.  The April 30 financial report is attached for your review, reflecting expenditures of $518,901, 
73% of our appropriated FY2010 budget.  As our fiscal year ends before our next meeting, July 22, 
I anticipate that we will utilize a total of $623,857, or around 88% of our $707,934 budget, through 
June 30, 2010.

15.  We have reviewed the certification material for Keep Ozark Beautiful and requested a certification training date from Keep America Beautiful. We welcome KOB as our 10th Certified KAB Affiliate. 

16.  I will be attending the KAB State Leaders Council annual meeting July 12-14 in Nebraska City, NE at the Arbor Day Foundation’s Lied Lodge Conference Center. Randy Frazier will again serve as facilitator and will present leadership training. The Council is expecting 19 of the 22 State Affiliate Leaders to attend.

17. Please make your reservations for lodging in Van Buren, travel safely and plan to enjoy a welcoming reception provided by the Van Buren Chamber of Commerce, the Advertising and Promotion Commission and Keep Van Buren Beautiful on Wednesday evening, May 26, followed by the additional hospitality of John and Lynda Pope at their home.  Then, to actively participate Thursday morning, the 27th, in the Commission meeting at the historic King Opera House, 427 Main Street, beginning at 9:00 A.M.

18.  Mangan Holcomb Partners has concluded our marketing research project to determine the results of our SHINE messaging and will present their findings and recommendations during our May meeting.

19.  Please reserve November 10th on your calendars and plan to attend our second biannual “Clean and Green” Symposium at the Little Rock Hilton. We are exploring possible topic themes and content, the most likely currently involving community law enforcement, including littering, dumping, code violations and graffiti removal, as well as the “broken window” theory and societal lack of civility.  If you have contacts or resources in any of these areas, please share them with us to include in our planning. Thanks.

20.  Travel safely! We look forward to visiting and having a productive meeting.     

