Executive Director’s Report:

Keep Arkansas Beautiful Commission Meeting: May 28, 2009 _____________________________________________

1.  The Commission has two new members from the First Congressional District. Governor Beebe has appointed Carroll Prewett of Oxford, Izard County, and Greg Morris of Brookland, between Jonesboro and Paragould in Craighead County. Please introduce yourself and welcome them during the May 28th Commission meeting!   
2.  The Great American Cleanup in Arkansas is nearing completion and Brenda Halbert will shortly begin compiling a report of its results. We speculate that due to so many weather-related event disruptions, the 2009 campaign may not produce 2008’s record numbers. Regardless of the GAmC final production statistics, Brenda is to be highly commended for her very accomplished coordination while also performing her regular duties.
3.  In order to alleviate the difficulties imposed on staff and attention to other programs caused by conducting two statewide cleanup programs each year, we intend to engage an independent contractor to consolidate and coordinate both the spring and fall cleanups. We will shortly be issuing Request For Proposals notices to attract interested parties and then selecting qualified applicants for interviews.

4.  The consolidation of the two cleanup programs will likely result in the fall Great Arkansas Cleanup focusing more on its original intent of accomplishing lake and shoreline cleanups, along with roadways and parks; we will encourage greater community cleanup events for the spring to prepare our state for visitors during the tourism season.

5.  Already we have received interest in the fall program from the Little Rock District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and the Vicksburg MS District, as well as our traditional sponsoring partners, the Arkansas Highway and Transportation Dept., the Arkansas Dept. of Environmental Quality and Wal-Mart. We also expect cross participation with events of the Ocean Conservancy; Adam Roberts of KAB Affiliate, Hot Springs/Garland County Beautification Commission, is heading these program efforts.
6.  We are indebted to all who attended and participated in the Commission/Affiliates Retreat, April 29 – May 1, at Mt. Magazine Lodge, our first such endeavor, but especially to Chair Randy Frazier whose professional skills and personal leadership continue to contribute so much to our accomplishments. Comments received indicate it was an informative and productive gathering, fueling consideration of the possibility of establishing this as an annual event.

7.   As previously announced, the Keep Arkansas Beautiful Foundation has contracted former KAB Volunteer Services Coordinator, Jack Singleton, to develop the Litter-Free Zone campus program and conduct initial implementation and testing. Funding to support the development of the LFZ campus program in elementary schools is made possible from the Wal-Mart Foundation.     
8.  Also, plans for the Foundation’s event celebrating the 20th Anniversary of the Keep Arkansas Beautiful Commission, tentatively scheduled for October 6, 2009, at the Great Hall of the Governor’s Mansion, continue to develop. As definitive plans are set, we will keep you informed.

9.  The Commission Financial Report for April 30, 2009, is attached for your review.

10. The latest 866 Litter Reporting Hotline program results are also attached. The statewide littering calls now total nearly 33,000 reports. 

11.  Former Commission Chair Mary Smith will host our May 28 Commission meeting in Murfreesboro beginning with a welcoming dinner Wednesday night at her farm. Brenda has provided contact information for lodging and details of the Wednesday and Thursday events.
12.  Following an introduction and discussion at the Retreat of a proposed new agenda for Commission meetings, I have revised it to reflect the majority preference of continuing with only written reports from Commissioners and Affiliates as expressed by vote during the March 28 Commission meeting. The revised agenda is attached; please review for proposed adoption and implementation during the May 28 meeting.
13.  Please review all material in this Commission notice packet to thoroughly familiarize yourself with it so you are fully prepared to contribute to the Commission business we undertake during the May meeting. With everyone informed and equipped, we will be best able to effectively carry out our responsibilities and service to the State enjoyably, with both enthusiasm and efficiency.

14.  As always, if you have written reports of your mission related activities that you wish to share with the Commission, staff and visitors that you have not provided to Brenda for inclusion in this Commission notice mailing, please bring them in sufficient quantities for distribution at the meeting. Brenda can make copies for you if she receives your report by Monday, May 25.

15.  Kudos to Commissioner Vice-Chair John Pope for his efforts toward influencing legislation to offer tax incentives to businesses that purchase and place cigarette urns to encourage smokers to curtail litter.  Act 1500 has been enacted but will only be permitted subject of funds availability. 
16.  Sarah Wruck received her Certified Volunteer Manager certificate from UALR on May 14. Please congratulate Sarah on her accomplishment as well as the dedication and ability she contributes to our work.

17.  The 2009 SHINE Awards materials are set for distribution and will be promoted during the Arkansas Municipal League Conference in Hot Springs, June 17 -19. We ask that you encourage the Mayors of communities in your District to enter and compete for this laudable distinction.
18.  Please continue your thoughtful attention toward John and Georgette Garner as they deal with John’s illness. We are prayerful for his healing and full return to health. (see e-mail attached)
19.  We request that each of you adjust your summer plans to accommodate attending the July 23 Commission meeting in Fayetteville. We will be the guests of the Botanical Garden of the Ozarks for a reception at the Gardens Wednesday night, July 22, and the Fayetteville Visitors Bureau will host the Thursday meeting which includes lunch. 
20.  Safe travel; I look forward to seeing each of you in Murfreesboro!

