Executive Director’s Report
Keep Arkansas Beautiful Commission Meeting: November 19, 2009 ___________________________________________________

1.   The Commission Financial Report for October 31, 2009 is included for your review in the e-mailed distribution of the material containing the November meeting agenda and September meeting minutes.

2.  The Great Arkansas Cleanup concluded at the end of October; all indications point to another successful campaign. Sarah Wruck and Alexis Sims will report on the final results and present highlights for your examination during the meeting.
3.   Also, the SHINE Awards that recognize community environmental excellence have been completed. We were pleased to have presented the awards at local receptions in these six winning communities: Brookland, Fayetteville, Hot Springs, Lowell, Van Buren and Waldron. Each community was extremely proud to have been chosen and honored in this way.

4.  To draw attention to this KAB’s 2009 America Recycles Day, I presented its introduction at the Arkansas Recycling Coalition Conference, September 24, in Eureka Springs. We have distributed KAB supplied ARD pencils and posters to our KAB Affiliates to promote their local events, plus our own custom Recycling/Litter Prevention bookmarks to distribute to area schools and community libraries. 

5.  Additionally, we have proclaimed November as Recycling Education Month in Arkansas and are promoting and advocating recycling ideas and activities within our fall media placement schedule. Plus, to encourage further support in advancing the concept and practice of this constructive mission area, we have offered $500 grants to KAB Certified Affiliates that produce recycling events and activities during the month.

6.  Local Affiliates receiving the Recycling grants include Keep Sherwood Beautiful, Pine Bluff Clean & Beautiful and Hot Springs/Garland County Beautification Commission, with Keep Little Rock Beautiful and Keep Jacksonville Beautiful also expected to file requests.

7.   Keep Arkansas Beautiful will be well represented at the KAB National Conference, December 1-4, 2009 in Washington D.C.  In addition to Sarah and me, Randy Frazier and John Pope will represent the Commission, and Adam Roberts, HSGCBC, and Kim Williams, new coordinator for Keep Faulkner County Beautiful, will also attend. 
8.  During the conference, John and Adam will speak, presenting Cigarette Litter Prevention Program reports. Kim will attend new Coordinator Training, and I will conduct the State Leaders Council annual Conference Meeting, having been elected Chairman September 28.
9.  Keep Arkansas Beautiful will receive our fifth consecutive Gold Level State Affiliate Award during the conference, as well as two national Rogers Awards, a second place each for radio and statewide television. The State Affiliate Award qualifying review submission is attached for your perusal. Additionally, Adam Roberts, HSGCBC, will receive the National Affiliates Innovation Award, and all nine Arkansas local Affiliates will be awarded the President’s Circle designation, signifying the highest compliance with KAB certification standards. 
10.  Cecile Carson, National KAB Trainer, conducted Affiliates’ Pre-certification training for the City of Ozark on November 5, 2009, preparing them to become Arkansas’10th KAB local Affiliate. Sarah and I participated, and John Pope attended to extend a supportive welcome.
11.   Jack Singleton, Litter-Free Zone Coordinator for the Keep Arkansas Beautiful Foundation, and I conducted LFZ Certifications at East End Elementary and East End Intermediate Schools in Saline County on November 4th and awarded LFZ completion grants of $1,250 and 1,500 respectively. These complete our first, developmental phase campus certifications.
12.    All ten schools that are participating in the current Phase II LFZ program are implementing the program in their classrooms and campuses and are on schedule to finish their requirements for LFZ campus certification by year end, completing the first two phases of the LFZ Program. 

13.   On behalf of the Keep Arkansas Beautiful Foundation, I submitted a second grant request to the Wal-Mart Foundation for an additional $82,000 to fund the next phase, of the LFZ program.  If funded, this will enable 20 new campuses and sustain the initial 13 certified LFZ campus programs in 2010.
14.   The latest 866 Litter Reporting Hotline program results are also included in the Commission materials. Unfortunately, it is not surprising that tobacco products continue to remain the most littered items being reported. However, we have a plan to help alleviate this blight….
15.  During the meeting, Julie Robbins of Mangan Holcomb Partners will present our new television commercial and the media advertising messages that will continue and supplement our Shine, Keep Arkansas Clean & Green campaign. She will also preview the latest gateway billboard campaign to raise awareness to visitors of not littering cigarette butts in our state. 

16.  Julie will also present a report detailing recent and future Commission website improvements. She has also been instrumental in developing the new Keep Arkansas Beautiful Foundation website.

17.   The latest NCSA report covering the period May – July, 2009, reflects broadcast media valued at $114,316.44, bringing the year’s total to $254,645.92. This translates to a return on investment ratio of
$20.37 per $1.00. 
18.  Following a motion that we develop appropriate documents that can be customized to present to recognize an individual or organization, a certificate of appreciation was presented to Ginny Hartnett during the Waldron Shine Award presentation. This and other examples have been assembled and will be available for review during the November meeting. 
19.  Please review all material in the Commission notice email as well as the additional attached reports. As alerted by Brenda, we are attempting to furnish you as much Commission information as possible electronically to reduce paper and associated costs. If you desire hard copies, please notify Brenda and she will accommodate; otherwise we ask that you try this distribution method and be prepared to discuss its merits, or lack thereof, during the meeting.

20.  As always, if you have written reports of your mission related activities that you wish to share with the Commission, staff and visitors that you have not provided to Brenda for inclusion in this Commission notice mailing, please bring them in sufficient quantities for distribution at the meeting. 

21.  Safe travel – I look forward to seeing you Thursday, November 19, 2009, at 9:00 am in the Mangan Holcomb Partners conference room! We are also expecting local Affiliate directors, Melinda Glasgow of Keep Little Rock Beautiful and Adam Roberts of Hot Springs/Garland County Beautification Commission to join us for the meeting. 
