Executive Director’s Report:

Keep Arkansas Beautiful Commission Meeting: September 23, 2010 ________________________________________________________________________

1.    I am pleased to report that the 2010 Shine Award communities have been judged and selected. We are grateful for the conscientious service of our judges, Steve Holcomb, Charlie Crow and Scott Sudduth, and extend our sincere congratulations to this year’s recipient communities. Sarah will report on the Shine receptions schedule.

2.   Sarah will also report on our newest Keep America Beautiful Affiliate, Keep Ozark Beautiful, plus an interest from North Little Rock in starting KAB pre-certification. Additionally, she and Alexis will provide information on their efforts and activities involving the Great Arkansas Cleanup campaign. 

3.  Sarah will also share an overview for our November 9th Shine Symposium, the 2010 biennial Arkansas Affiliate Conference, featuring KAB networking and national training opportunities.  
4.  Chairman John Pope has appointed a Nominating Committee, chaired by Debbie Hoofman, to present recommendations for the election of Commission Chairman and Vice Chairman for the 2011 term. The committee will offer nominations during the September meeting, and then the Commission will vote for these positions during the November 18th meeting.
5.  Other business that will need to be addressed on September 23rd involves selection of a Commissioner who may have interest in representing the Commission at the KAB National Conference in Orlando, FL, December 8-10. One position is available in addition to the Chairman’s.
6.  The financial statement from August 31, 2010 is attached for your review.

7.  Your attention is directed to a misstatement that occurred when discussing the FY11 Marketing Budget: The correct budget is $354,000, as appropriated, not the $355,000 figure offered.

8.  Julie will present an overview of our FY11 promotional media plan, which contains some exciting new opportunities to utilize different methods of reaching specialized audiences and attract greater awareness for our mission.
9.  The latest AHTD / AHP Litter Reporting Number results are also attached. The report shows that both interest and activity remain high with the total calls received exceeding 43,000.   

10.  Additionally, I am very pleased to recognize KAB Certified Affiliate Directors Adam Roberts of Hot Springs/Garland County Beautification Commission and Gloria Sumner of Pine Bluff/Jefferson County Clean & Beautiful for each receiving $10,000 Waste Management “green” grants from Keep America Beautiful. These two grants were among only 15 awarded nationally – exceptional!

11.   The Keep Arkansas Beautiful Foundation is working to secure grants for capacity building. With the success of the Litter Free Zone and the need for attracting support for the other Keep Arkansas Beautiful programs,  the Foundation desires  a full time executive to manage the volunteer-led, not-for-profit organization – a task that the Board is eager to address.
12.  The final phase of the current Litter Free Zone clean campus program is being planned and will be implemented this fall. Options for funding future LFZ maintenance and expansion are being explored, as the existing funds will be depleted by year end.
13.   When making your travel plans for the September Commission meeting, Thursday, September 23rd , please include the hospitality offered in Eureka Springs on Wednesday, September 22th, which includes a tour arranged by Georgette Garner and a welcoming reception hosted by Randy Wolfinbarger at the Eureka Springs Convention Center.  Safe travel! I look forward to seeing you.         
