Executive Director’s Report:
Keep Arkansas Beautiful Commission Meeting: November 18, 2010 ________________________________________________________________________

1.    I am pleased to report that all the 2010 Shine Award communities have been recognized at receptions in their communities and each reported they were pleased to have been selected and feted. 

2.  The 2010 Shine KAB Affiliate Symposium, themed “Connecting, Reflecting, Directing” was held November 9th at the Little Rock Hilton Hotel, featuring KAB networking and national training and attended by representatives of eight of our ten local affiliates.
  
3.  Matt McKenna and Cecile Carson from KAB joined Randy Frazier as presenters and Richard Davies was the luncheon speaker. Sarah is to be commended for her excellent planning of the event.
 
4.  Following a computer-generated request for self nominations to attend the KAB National Conference in Orlando, FL, December 8-10, 2010 as the Commission representative, Georgette Garner was selected by electronic ballot and will join Chairman John Pope, Sarah and myself attending.

5.  Keep Arkansas Beautiful will receive three prestigious awards at the KAB Conference: Rogers Award for the best state-wide TV commercial; Diamond Level for State Affiliate Award Recognition – signifying six consecutive President’s Circle Gold Awards; and the State Affiliate Innovation Award for the KAB Foundation’s Litter Free Zone program.

6.  I attended the KAB “Recycling on the Go” Public Spaces Recycling Symposium, November 4th and 5th in Berkley, CA, as their guest, in my capacity as Chairman of the KAB State Leaders Council. It was a very informative and enjoyable experience.

7.  The Keep Arkansas Beautiful Foundation is set to conclude the current LFZ grant at year end with 26 certified campuses. If future funding can be attracted, the LFZ program will continue in 2011.

8.  KAB Foundation is underwriting a Cigarette Litter Awareness Tour featuring Adam Roberts from the Hot Springs Garland County Beautification Commission and his ‘wrapped’ SUV. The auto carries the message, “This should be the only cigarette butt on our roads” and displays a giant cigarette butt. He will appear at selected scheduled events around the state this fall and winter.
 
9.  At the November 12th Foundation meeting, the Board approved a plan to begin statewide development to attract board members and capacity building toward establishing a full-time, paid managing director. Grants and gifts will be sought to fund the expansion.

10. The FY 2011-12 and 2012-13 Budget appropriations were approved October 13th. For both years, the Commission budget will reduce to $684,899, down from the current $710,858.

11. The Commission office move is completed, and we are settled into our new home adjacent to the ADPT employee entrance in the space formerly occupied by the department computer lab. For the first time, we now have our own door into the MAC corridor – the first ever – with soon-to-be window identification. 

12. The current Litter Reporting Number results are attached, revealing 43,868 calls to date. It also shows that tobacco product litter is now 59% of calls, easily outdistancing the next largest categories: paper (11%) and food cartons (10%).

13. I look forward to seeing everyone at the November meeting, our last of the year. We are appreciative of Mangan Holcomb Partners traditionally hosting this meeting and providing their always enjoyable hospitality. Please travel safely. 

