Minutes
The Mississippi River Parkway Commission of Arkansas 
Horizon Hotel
1310 Mulberry Street
Vicksburg, Mississippi 
April 12, 2008 
 
Commissioners Present 
Garland Hayes 
Anna Grizzle

Alvin Meyer

Robin McClendon 
Eva Hollowell

Commissioners Absent 
Molly Houseworth

Bobby Kennedy 
James Banks
Taralou Dunklin

Joe St. Columbia
Technical Advisors/ Department Staff/Guests Present 
Nancy Clark, Great River Road Division Director 
Dr. Ruth Hawkins, Technical Advisor
Paula Miles, Delta Byways Regional Association

Gip Robertson, Technical Advisor

Call to Order
Chairman Garland Hayes called the meeting to order, welcomed and introduced the guests and thanked everyone for taking time from their busy schedules to participate in the meeting of the Mississippi River Parkway Commission.  
Approval of the Minutes from the Previous Meeting 

Eva Hollowell moved to approve the minutes from
           the previous meeting.  Anna Grizzle seconded and

the motion carried. 
Per Diem Rates for 2008

Nancy Clark explained that Arkansas Act 67 of 2007 sets the per diem rate for the Mississippi River Parkway Commission of Arkansas at $60.00 per meeting day. Ms. Clark said that a vote must be taken at the first meeting in the calendar year to re-establish the per diem rate for each commission for 2008, and to authorize travel reimbursement not to exceed the rates established for state employees.  Ms. Clark said the Commission could vote to lower the rate of per diem, but not to raise it.


 Alvin Meyer moved to establish the per diem rate at $60.00 per commission


 meeting, and to authorize the reimbursement of travel expenses for each


 board member performing official duties with the reimbursement not to 


 exceed the rate established for state employees. Eva Hollowell seconded


 and the motion carried.
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Geocaching Project for 70th Anniversary of Great River Road Update
Nancy Clark reported that a media release was prepared for the Arkansas portion of the Great River Road 70th Anniversary geocaching celebration.  The event will feature a series of geochaches created specifically for the 70th anniversary celebration. The historically themed caches will be located in each of the 10 counties through which the Great River Road traverses in Arkansas: Mississippi, Crittenden, St. Francis, Lee, Phillips, Monroe, Arkansas, Desha, Drew, and Chicot counties.  Caches will also be located in each of the 10 states along the Mississippi River. Anyone can participate in the “National Great River Road 70th Anniversary Geocaching Event.” For serious geocachers, special drawings for prizes await those who find all the caches in one or more of the participating states along the scenic      

thoroughfare.  The program is a wonderful opportunity for individuals and families to learn about the historic river and the rich culture of the region that lies along its banks. The Arkansas group plans to host a geocaching event sometime in 2008.  She also told the Commission about the Arkansas Geocachers Society and asked them to register on the site, www.arkgeocaching.org, and try to solicit local geocachers to assist and support the cache in their county.  Prizes will be awarded at the meeting of the National Mississippi River Parkway Commission meeting in September, 2008 in Iowa.  Each state is responsible for getting donations for a gift basket to be presented to prize winners at the meeting.
Delta Byways Update
Dr. Ruth Hawkins reported that the annual banquet was held January 25, 2008, in Wynne, Arkansas.  Ten annual Delta Byways awards were presented to individuals or organizations who contributed significantly to tourism in the region.  There was a great turn-out despite the inclement weather that day.  
Copy has been written for the Great River Road brochure, and images are being sought for it.  The Great River Road brochure will compliment information provided on the tear-off maps presented to the Commissioners in December. The brochures should be printed in late spring.
The Rural Heritage Development Initiative music heritage trail compact disc has encountered glitches in its funding which has slowed down progress, but production should happen soon.
Dr. Hawkins said that the outdoor signs for the interpretive centers were supposed to have the national information on one side and the Arkansas designation on the other side of the poles.  The Arkansas design is complete, but in looking at the poles which were installed they are not slit on both sides for installation of 2 signs.  Dr. Hawkins reported that a mock-up was sent to the sign company that produced the original signs and she received a cost estimate of $394 per sign for new camera ready art plus $150 for a crate in which to ship the sign which did not include the cost of shipping. Dr. Hawkins stated that there was enough Great River Road grant money to purchase new poles if the existing ones cannot be altered and made to work.
A discussion ensued regarding nominations for interpretive centers in Arkansas, and the Commission unanimously agreed to support Lakeport Plantation, Hampson Archeological and Parkin Archeological State Parks as excellent additions for the northern portion of the Arkansas Great River Road.
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34th Annual Arkansas Governor’s Conference on Tourism

Nancy Clark stated that the annual Arkansas Governor’s Conference on Tourism was held March 9-11, 2008, at the Embassy Suites & John Q. Hammons Convention Center in Rogers, Arkansas.  She stated that Joe St. Columbia, Dr. Ruth Hawkins and Paula Miles all attended.  The conference had over 700 delegates participate, and was considered successful.
Miscellaneous
Nancy Clark reported that a travel writer, Diana West, called for information on the Arkansas portion of the Great River Road.  She was seeking help with lodging and travel expenses to tour the entire road in Arkansas.  Ms. Clark did arrange for some complimentary lodging and meals, and paid for one night’s lodging in northern Arkansas. Ms. West visited with Sonny Payne on “King Biscuit Time,” and toured much of east Arkansas.  Travel writer, Kim Williams, with the Department of Parks & Tourism escorted Ms. West during her time in Helena. Ms. West sent an email stating that the article would be published in the June issue of Southern Traveler Magazine.
Commission Meeting Schedule

Chairman Garland Hayes reminded Commissioners to be return their TR1s to Nancy Clark for processing. A discussion ensued as to the next meeting date, and Robin McClendon offered to host the meeting in Monticello on June 24, 2008.

Chairman Garland Hayes expressed appreciation for the attendance at the national meeting in Vicksburg, and the meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted: 
______________________     


_________________

Garland Hayes, Chairman                                  Nancy Clark, Director 

Mississippi River Parkway Commission             Great River Road Division 

